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an injured soldier when his Bradley 
Fighting Vehicle was destroyed by a 
roadside bomb. This occurred near 
Ramadi in Iraq’s Anbar province. He 
was 33 years old. He had a strong sense 
of duty, work ethic, and a caring heart. 
He was devoted to his family, his coun-
try, and gave the highest sacrifice to 
his soldiers. Sergeant First Class Sneed 
deserves our honor and remembrance. 

CORPORAL JOSHUA J. WARE 
Mr. President, I wish to honor one of 

this country’s fallen warriors, a young 
man that comes from my home State 
of Oklahoma. Marine Cpl Joshua J. 
Ware was serving the cause of freedom 
in Iraq when he paid the ultimate 
price. 

Corporal Ware was born in Lawton, 
OK. He played football and baseball 
and ran track at Roland High School. 
In 2002, 1 year before he graduated, he 
signed up for the Marine Corps and en-
listed just 5 days after graduating from 
High School and just 2 days after his 
birthday. 

Corporal Ware was serving in Iraq 
with F Company, 2nd, Battalion, 1st 
Marine Division, and bravely fought in 
the second battle of Fallujah. He was 
on his second tour of duty in Iraq on 
November 16, 2005, when he was killed 
as a result of enemy small arms fire in 
Ubaydi, Iraq. He was 20 years old and 
was the first Comanche or Kiowa to die 
in combat since 1968. 

Many are left behind who are proud 
and grieved at his sacrifice. Corporal 
Ware is survived by his parents, three 
brothers, and one sister. 

The loss of Corporal Ware is one that 
will continue to be felt as the years 
pass. He gave more than was required, 
in life and in the sacrifice of his death. 
He gave up his own well-being, putting 
himself in harm’s way, and dem-
onstrated courage that demands our 
recognition. I hope to express our 
gratefulness for his sacrifice with these 
simple words and honor him before the 
Senate today. 

f 

THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
MOSCOW HELSINKI GROUP 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, last Fri-
day, May 12, marked the 30th anniver-
sary of the oldest active Russian 
human rights organization, the Mos-
cow Helsinki Group. 

The creation of the Moscow Helsinki 
Group was announced on May 12, 1976, 
at a press conference called by Acad-
emician Andrei Sakharov, who later 
won the Nobel Peace Prize for his de-
fense of human rights and his commit-
ment to world peace. Formally named 
the ‘‘Public Group to Assist in the Im-
plementation of the Helsinki Final Act 
in the USSR,’’ its members sought to 
monitor the Soviet Government’s im-
plementation of the historic Helsinki 
Accords. 

At the initiative of Professor Yuri 
Orlov, a physicist by profession and a 
veteran human rights activist, the 
group joined together 11 committed in-
dividuals to collect and publicize infor-

mation on Soviet violations of the 
human rights provisions enshrined in 
the Helsinki Accords. The group mon-
itored fundamental rights and free-
doms, including freedom of movement 
and freedom of religion, as well as the 
basic rights of minorities. 

The group documented evidence of 
systemic human rights abuses and pro-
vided reports of Helsinki violations to 
the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet 
and the embassies of Helsinki signa-
tory countries in Moscow. Addition-
ally, these reports were widely distrib-
uted to Western correspondents. All to-
gether, the Moscow Helsinki Group 
published 195 numbered reports, along 
with numerous other documents, some 
of them in cooperative initiatives with 
other human rights organizations. 
These reports played a critical role in 
documenting the Soviet Union’s failure 
to adhere to many of its Helsinki com-
mitments. 

The example set by the Moscow Hel-
sinki Group inspired human rights ac-
tivists elsewhere in the USSR. Helsinki 
monitoring groups were founded in 
Ukraine, Lithuania, Georgia, and Ar-
menia, and affiliated groups were also 
established to combat psychiatric 
abuse for political purposes and to de-
fend religious liberty in Lithuania. As 
time went on, more brave individuals 
joined the Moscow Helsinki Group in 
its pursuit of truth and accountability. 

However, regrettably, the Soviet 
Government had no intention of toler-
ating the ‘‘assistance’’ provided by the 
Moscow Helsinki Group in monitoring 
the Soviet Union’s adherence to Hel-
sinki commitments. The state-con-
trolled Soviet press launched a cam-
paign of slander against the group. By 
early 1977, the group’s founders, Dr. 
Yuri Orlov and Alexander Ginzburg, a 
longtime activist who had earlier pro-
duced the celebrated ‘‘White Book’’ on 
the trial of writers Andrei Sinyavsky 
and Yuli Daniel, had been arrested on 
political charges. Cyberneticist 
Anatoly ‘‘Natan’’ Sharansky and re-
tired geologist Malva Landa were ar-
rested shortly thereafter. Orlov was 
sentenced to 7 years in a labor camp 
and 5 years in internal exile. Ginzburg 
received 8 years labor camp and 3 years 
internal exile. Sharansky was sen-
tenced to a total of 13 years in labor 
camp and prison, and Landa received 2 
years internal exile. 

Other members followed this path 
into the ‘‘Gulag’’ or were forced to emi-
grate. By 1981, KGB pressure had left 
only three members of the Moscow Hel-
sinki Group at liberty in the Soviet 
Union, and they were forced to an-
nounce the ‘‘suspension’’ of their work. 
In 1984, one of those three, Dr. Elena 
Bonner, joined her husband, Dr. 
Sakharov, in forced internal exile in 
the closed city of Gorky. 

Tragically, in December 1986, just as 
the Soviet political system was show-
ing the signs of the exhaustion that 
would eventually lead to its collapse, 
Moscow Helsinki Group member 
Anatoly Marchenko died during a hun-

ger strike at Chistopol Prison. Just 
over 2 months later, hundreds of known 
political and religious prisoners were 
freed from the Soviet prison system. 

With the advent of Glasnost, the 
Moscow Helsinki Group was formally 
reestablished in July 1989 by a handful 
of Helsinki veterans, and several new 
members joined their cause. Today, the 
Moscow Helsinki Group continues to 
work to defend human rights in post- 
Soviet Russia. And while there have 
been dramatic changes in Russia since 
the collapse of the Soviet Union, the 
lure of authoritarianism still has a 
strong appeal for some in today’s Rus-
sia. 

Mr. President, on the occasion of its 
30th anniversary, I congratulate the 
members and former members of the 
Moscow Helsinki Group, many of 
whom, sadly, are no longer with us, for 
their courage and fortitude in the 
struggle against tyranny. I wish the 
group continued success as they work 
to advance democracy, defend human 
rights, and promote a vigorous civil so-
ciety. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN BRAMLEY 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, at the 
end of this month, John Bramley will 
step down as provost of the University 
of Vermont. From a day-to-day stand-
point, the provost of a university is 
more important than the president of a 
university. The provost is the chief of 
operations who embraces the presi-
dent’s vision and implements ideas into 
reality. By ensuring that academics, 
research, and student life are running 
smoothly, the provost creates an envi-
ronment that enriches the lives of stu-
dents, faculty, administrators, and the 
community. 

As provost of the University of 
Vermont since 2002, John Bramley has 
not only excelled as provost, but also 
set a standard that will serve as a 
benchmark to measure other provosts 
around the country. 

I have known John since he came to 
the University of Vermont from Eng-
land in the early 1990s. I believe that 
John excelled as provost because of his 
leadership in earlier positions that he 
held at the university. John is first and 
foremost an animal science scholar 
who is known internationally for his 
groundbreaking research on bovine 
mastitis. He is also an excellent teach-
er who genuinely enjoys the inter-
action between and challenges from 
students—both undergraduate and 
graduate. That became evident when 
he was recognized with the Joseph 
Carrigan Teaching Award in 1998. 

John easily made the transition to 
administrator. He directed the univer-
sity’s farm programs, cochaired the ag-
ricultural extension programs, chaired 
the Department of Animal Sciences 
and, perhaps most notably, was chair 
of the Faculty Senate—a position held 
by election among his faculty peers. 

I jokingly think that his early dem-
onstration of these administrative 
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