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the United States sent $10 million worth of
pharmaceuticals to local clinics in the Gaza
Strip on May 10.

Mr. SHAYS. Madam Speaker, the founding
charter of Hamas reads, “Israel will rise and
will remain erect until Islam eliminates it as it
had eliminated its predecessors.” Madam
Speaker, when your enemy says he is going
to kill you, you better pay attention.

The Hamas victory in Palestinian parliamen-
tary elections is of great concern to me and
many others and presents a major challenge
to the peace process. Hamas ran a campaign
primarily based on cleaning out the corruption
of the Fatah party. The Palestinian people re-
sponded to this pledge, but sadly in the proc-
ess elected a terrorist government.

Unless Hamas recognizes the State of
Israel's right to exist, ceases incitement and
permanently disarms and dismantles their ter-
rorist infrastructure, there is no hope for
peace. The bottom line is neither our govern-
ment nor Israel can meet with or provide as-
sistance to a government led by this terrorist
organization.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4681, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 5384, AGRICULTURE, RURAL
DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG
ADMINISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2007

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington (dur-
ing debate on H.R. 4681), from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 109-477) on the
resolution (H. Res. 830) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5384)
making appropriations for Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and Related Agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2007, and for other purposes, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

REPUBLICANS OFFERING ENERGY
SOLUTIONS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, many
Americans are concerned about gaso-
line prices. They can rest assured that
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House Republicans are focused on their
concerns and are working very hard to
lower the costs of gasoline over the
mid and long term.

Republicans introduced and passed
the Gasoline for America’s Security
Act which will ban price gouging and
increase U.S. fuel supply by encour-
aging new refineries while at the same
time promoting conservation efforts.
The bill passed the House but still
needs immediate attention in the
United States Senate.

Republicans also passed the Energy
Policy Act which reduces the cost of
energy, reduces our reliance on foreign
oil sources, encourages the use of alter-
native power sources and improves our
electricity transmission capability.
The bill also provides relief to our
hardworking farmers by providing tax
incentives and money for research and
development by ethanol and biodiesel
energy sources.

In addition, House Republicans have
repeatedly supported legislation to
open up the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge to oil and gas exploration.

The Democrats, on the other hand,
have opposed building new refineries,
have opposed drilling in ANWR and, in
fact, voted against both of these bills.

Madam Speaker, Republicans have
worked hard to address America’s en-
ergy needs. And the Democrats? They
vote ‘‘no’ on every solution.

———
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SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
DRAKE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2005, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

UNDERAGE DRINKING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. OSBORNE. Madam Speaker, un-
derage drinking flies under the radar
screen for most people. Alcohol is legal
and widely accepted by adults, and yet
many times we do not realize the dev-
astation that this is causing for young
people.

The average at which young people
begin drinking is 12.7 years of age, and
that age is declining annually.

Binge drinking is something that is
very common among young people. On
average, teenagers drink more by dou-
ble what adults drink per sitting and
per consumption.

Teens who start drinking before age
15 are four times more likely to be-
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come addicted to alcohol than someone
who starts drinking at age 21 or later.

Prevention efforts have been, I would
say, very minimal. The Federal Gov-
ernment currently spends about 25
times more annually to combat youth
drug use than to prevent underage al-
cohol use.

Alcohol is a gateway drug. Usually
those who begin to use cocaine, heroin,
and methamphetamine do not start
with those drugs. They start with alco-
hol. Television ads for alcohol products
outnumber responsibility messages by
32-1. In other words, those ads that pro-
mote the consumption of alcohol are 32
times more prevalent than those ads
that urge restraint, responsible drink-
ing or discourage underage drinking.
From 2001 to 2003, the industry spent
$2.5 billion on television advertising
and promoting their product and only
$27 million, a mere fraction, on respon-
sibility programs.

Underage drinkers currently account
for 17 percent of all alcohol sales in the
United States, and that is a huge mar-
gin. In my State, Nebraska, underage
drinking accounts for 25 percent of all
alcohol sales, and of course, those sales
are all illegal.

Recent studies have found that heavy
exposure of the adolescent brain to al-
cohol interferes with brain develop-
ment. In other words, drinking at age
10 is qualitatively and quantitatively
different than drinking at 21 or 25 or 30
or 35 or whatever because of develop-
mental aspects.

This is a brain scan showing a brain
scan of two 15-year-old young men. The
scan on the right is a 15-year-old male,
heavy drinker, a binge drinker, the per-
son who is sober at the time of the
brain scan, drinks regularly, binge
drinker. The 15-year-old young person
brain scan on the left is someone who
is an abstainer, someone who does not
drink at all. These young people were
asked to perform memory tests, and
you see the brain scan on the right
showing minimal brain activity, as
compared to the young person doing
the same memory test on the left. So
we see what excessive exposure to alco-
hol does to brain function.

Many young people drop out of
school, who do not perform well in
school, are simply people who are
heavy drinkers. An estimated 3 million
teenagers are full-blown alcoholics at
the present time, and that is about six
times more than those who are ad-
dicted to other kinds of drugs.

Alcohol kills six times more young
people than all illicit drugs combined,
all other illicit drugs. Underage drink-
ing costs the United States roughly $53
billion annually. So this is something,
again, that I mention that ofttimes
people are simply not aware of.

The bill that we have introduced in
the House that we think is relevant to
this problem is called the Sober Truth
on Preventing Underage Drinking Act,
the STOP Act, and what it would do is
create a Federal Interagency Coordi-
nating Committee to coordinate efforts
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directed at underage drinking. Right
now, we have multiple programs aimed
at different types of substance abuse
alcohol is one of those. Some of those
programs are in the Department of
Justice, some are in Education, some
are in Health and Human Services, but
there is practically no coordination of
these programs. Sometimes they dupli-
cate each other. Sometimes these pro-
grams do not work well, and so we feel
there needs to be some coordinating
commission that coordinates all of
these programs, particularly those that
are aimed at alcohol abuse by young
people.

It also authorizes a national media
campaign directed at adults. You say,
well, why would you direct it to adults.
Well, the main thing is that the atti-
tude of parents is the number one pre-
dictor as to whether a young person
will abuse alcohol as an underage
drinker or not, and so many parents
many times feel if a young person is
using alcohol, that pretty much pre-
vents them from being involved with
heroin or cocaine or methamphet-
amine, when exactly the opposite is
true. Someone who starts abusing alco-
hol at an early age is much more apt to
be addicted to all kinds of substance,
and therefore, we feel there is a lot of
drug awareness that has to occur with
drugs.

It also provides additional resources
to communities and colleges and uni-
versities to prevent underage drinking.
At the present time, annually 1,700
young people, college students, die
each year on the college campus be-
cause of alcohol abuse. It is the leading
cause of death on the college campus.
This is double the rate that we have
had for deaths in Iraq. So we feel that
this is critical.

Also, it increases Federal research
and data collection on underage drink-
ing.

——

THE SIXTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE HEROIC BATTLE OF
CRETE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
FoxX). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. BILIRAKIS) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, | rise
proudly today to celebrate the 65th anniver-
sary of the Battle of Crete, a World War Il
event of epic proportions that profoundly im-
pacted on the determination of many countries
to resist the aggression of Nazi Germany. This
is a story of the sacrifices made by a battered
but brave group of individuals thrown together
in a combined effort to halt the domination of
a smaller, weaker nation by a larger, more
powerful aggressor.

Amidst the cataclysm that engulfed the
countries of Europe at the time, it seems now
preposterous that a small island dared to
stand up to the aggressor to preserve its free-
dom and defend its honor. Today, more than
half a century later, the heroic events that took
place in the Battle of Crete remain etched in
the memory of people around the world. In
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commemoration of this anniversary, and for
the benefit of future generations, | will share a
brief account of these events as they un-
folded.

In early April 1941, the German army
rushed to the aid of their defeated ally, ltaly,
and invaded Greece. Following a valiant strug-
gle, Greek forces had been pushed entirely off
the continent and were forced to take refuge
on the island of Crete.

The German army then looked covetously
across the sea to Crete because of the British
airfields on the island, which could be used by
the Allies for air strikes against the oil field of
Rumania, thereby denying this vital war com-
modity to Hitler's forces now preparing for
their attack on Russia. If captured, it would
also provide air and sea bases from which the
Nazis could dominate the eastern Mediterra-
nean and launch air attacks against Allied
forces in northern Africa. In fact, the Nazi high
command envisioned the capture of Crete to
be the first of a series of assaults leading to
the Suez Canal. Hitler intended a short, one
month, campaign, starting in March. On suc-
cessful completion, his troops would be reas-
signed to Russia.

Crete’s defenses at the time had been badly
neglected due to the deployment of Allied
forces in North Africa. GEN Bernard Freyberg
of the New Zealand Division was appointed by
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill as
commander of a small contingent of Allied
troops which had been dispatched to the is-
land a few months before and re-enforced by
additional troops who had retreated from the
Greek mainland.

Early on the morning of May 20, 1941,
Crete became the theater of the first and larg-
est German airborne operation of the war. The
skies above Crete were filled with more than
8,000 Nazi paratroopers, landing in a massive
invasion of the island, which was subjected to
heavy bombing and attacks in what became
known as “Operation Mercury.”

Waves of bombers pounded the Allied posi-
tions followed by a full-scale airborne assault.
Elite paratroopers and glider-borne infantry
units fell upon the rag-tag Allied soldiers and
were met with ferocious resistance from the
Allied troops and the Cretan population.

Although General Freyberg had decided not
to arm the Cretans because they were be-
lieved to be anti-royalist, they fought bravely
with whatever was at hand during the inva-
sion. As soon as the battle broke out, the peo-
ple of Crete volunteered to serve in the militia.
Centuries of oppression and several revolts
against Venetians and Turks had taught them
that freedom is won and preserved by sac-
rifice, and there was hardly a family without a
gun stashed somewhere in the house. For the
first time, the Germans met stiff partisan re-
sistance.

War-seasoned men joined the regular
troops in the effort to repel the invader. Old
men, women and children participated and
used whatever makeshift weapons they could
find. The pointed their antiquated guns at the
descending German paratroopers. They used
sticks, sickles and even their bare hands to
fight those soldiers already on the ground.
Most of them were illiterate villagers but their
intuition, honed by the mortal risk they were
facing, led them to fight with courage and
bravery. “Aim for the legs and you'll get them
in the heart,” was the popular motto that sum-
marized their hastily acquired battle experi-
ence.
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Seven days later, the defenders of Crete—
though clinging to their rocky defensive posi-
tions—knew that they would soon be overrun.
The evacuation order was given, and nearly
18,000 men were rescued. These valiant sur-
vivors had bought the Allies a week’s precious
time free of Nazi air and sea attacks based
from Crete. More importantly, they inflicted se-
vere losses on the German airborne forces,
the showpieces of the Nazi army. Although
well-armed and thoroughly equipped, the Ger-
mans didn’t break the Cretans’ love of free-
dom.

Although the Germans captured the island
in 10 days, they paid a heavy price. Of the
8,100 paratroopers involved in this operation,
close to 4,000 were killed and 1,600 were
wounded. So injured were the German units
that they never again attempted an airborne
assault of the magnitude launched at Crete.
Hitler may have won the Battle of Crete, but
he lost the war. The German victory proved a
hollow one, as Crete became the graveyard of
the German parachute troops. In fact, it is a
lesson taught in almost every major military
academy in the world on what not to do.

In retaliation for the losses they incurred,
the Nazis spread punishment, terror and death
on the innocent civilians of the island. More
than 2,000 Cretans were executed during the
first month alone and thousands more later.
Despite these atrocities, for the 4 years fol-
lowing the Allied withdrawal from the island,
the people of Crete put up a courageous guer-
rilla resistance, aided by a few British and Al-
lied officers and troops who remained. Those
involved were known as the Andartes (the
Rebels).

Cretan people of all ages joined or aided
the Andartes. Children would pile rocks in the
roads to slow down the German convoys.
They even carried messages in their school-
books because it was the only place that the
German soldiers never looked. These mes-
sages contained information critical to the
Andartes who were hiding in the mountains
and would come down for midnight raids or
daytime sabotages.

The German terror campaign was meant to
break the fighting spirit and morale of the
Andartes. Besides the random and frequent
executions, German soldiers used other
means to achieve their goal. They leveled
many buildings in the towns and villages, de-
stroyed religious icons, and locked hundreds
of Cretans in churches for days without food
or water, but nothing worked. These actions
only made the Cretans more ferocious in their
quest for freedom.

Even in the face of certain death while
standing in line to be executed, Cretans did
not beg for their lives. This shocked the Ger-
man troops. Kurt Student, the German para-
trooper commander who planned the invasion,
said of the Cretans, “l have never seen such
a defiance of death.”

Finally, the Cretan people participated in
one of the most daring operations that brought
shame and humiliation to the German occupa-
tion forces and exhilaration and hope to the
enslaved peoples of Europe. Major-General
Von Kreipe, commander of all German forces
in Crete, was abducted from his own head-
quarters in April 1944 and transferred to a
POW camp in England.

The German troops had never encountered
such resistance. Hitler had initially sent 12,000
troops to Crete, thinking that the occupation



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-19T12:04:06-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




