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Government, other governments, and inter-
national bodies, and amend the United King-
dom Inquiries Act of 2005; and 

(B) to establish immediately a full, inde-
pendent, public judicial inquiry into the 
murder of Patrick Finucane, as rec-
ommended by Judge Cory, which would 
enjoy the full cooperation of the family of 
Patrick Finucane and the wider community 
throughout Ireland and abroad. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 4183. Mr. ENSIGN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 4137 submitted by Mr. ENSIGN and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill S. 2611, to 
provide for comprehensive immigration re-
form and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 4184. Mr. ENSIGN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 4136 submitted by Mr. ENSIGN and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill S. 2611, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 4185. Mr. CRAIG submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 4084 proposed by Mr. CHAMBLISS to the 
bill S. 2611, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 4186. Mr. LEVIN (for himself, Mr. 
SANTORUM, Mr. KENNEDY, and Ms. STABENOW) 
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 2611, supra; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 4187. Mr. FRIST (for Mr. CRAIG (for 
himself, Mr. INHOFE, and Mr. FRIST)) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill H.R. 5037, to 
amend titles 38 and 18, United States Code, 
to prohibit certain demonstrations at ceme-
teries under the control of the National Cem-
etery Administration and at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, and for other purposes. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 4183. Mr. ENSIGN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 4137 submitted by Mr. 
ENSIGN and intended to be proposed to 
the bill S. 2611, to provide for com-
prehensive immigration reform and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end insert the following: 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The alien may satisfy 

such requirement by establishing that— 
(I) no such tax liability exists; 
(II) all outstanding liabilities have been 

met; or 
(III) the alien has entered into an agree-

ment for payment of all outstanding liabil-
ities with the Internal Revenue Service and 
with the department of revenue of each 
State to which taxes are owed. 

(ii) LIMITATION.—Provided further that an 
alien required to pay taxes under this sub-
paragraph, or who otherwise satisfies the re-
quirements of clause (i), shall not be allowed 
to collect any tax refund for any taxable 
year prior to 2006, or to file any claim for the 
Earned Income Tax Credit, or any other tax 
credit otherwise allowable under the tax 
code, prior to such taxable year.’’ 

SA 4184. Mr. ENSIGN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 4136 submitted by Mr. 
ENSIGN and intended to be proposed to 
the bill S. 2611, to provide for com-
prehensive immigration reform and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end, insert the following clause: 
(iii) LIMITATION.—Provided further that an 

alien required to pay taxes under this sub-
paragraph, or who otherwise satisfies the re-
quirements of subclause (I), (II), or (III) of 
clause (i), shall not be allowed to collect any 
tax refund for any taxable year prior to 2006, 
or to file any claim for the Earned Income 
Tax Credit, or any other tax credit otherwise 
allowable under the tax code, prior to such 
taxable year.’’ 

SA 4185. Mr. CRAIG submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 4084 proposed by Mr. 
CHAMBLISS to the bill S. 2611, to pro-
vide for comprehensive immigration 
reform and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following: 

(7) WORK DAY.—The term ‘‘work day’’ 
means any day in which the individual is em-
ployed 5.75 or more hours in agricultural em-
ployment. 
CHAPTER 1—PILOT PROGRAM FOR 

EARNED STATUS ADJUSTMENT OF AGRI-
CULTURAL WORKERS 

SEC. 613. AGRICULTURAL WORKERS. 
(a) BLUE CARD PROGRAM.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, the Secretary shall 
confer blue card status upon an alien who 
qualifies under this subsection if the Sec-
retary determines that the alien— 

(A) has performed agricultural employ-
ment in the United States for at least 863 
hours or 150 work days, whichever is less, 
during the 24-month period ending on De-
cember 31, 2005; 

(B) applied for such status during the 18- 
month application period beginning on the 
first day of the seventh month that begins 
after the date of enactment of this Act; and 

(C) is otherwise admissible to the United 
States under section 212 of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182), except as 
otherwise provided under subsection (e)(2). 

(2) AUTHORIZED TRAVEL.—An alien in blue 
card status has the right to travel abroad 
(including commutation from a residence 
abroad) in the same manner as an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence. 

(3) AUTHORIZED EMPLOYMENT.—An alien in 
blue card status shall be provided an ‘‘em-
ployment authorized’’ endorsement or other 
appropriate work permit, in the same man-
ner as an alien lawfully admitted for perma-
nent residence. 

(4) TERMINATION OF BLUE CARD STATUS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may ter-

minate blue card status granted under this 
subsection only upon a determination under 
this subtitle that the alien is deportable. 

(B) GROUNDS FOR TERMINATION OF BLUE 
CARD STATUS.—Before any alien becomes eli-
gible for adjustment of status under sub-
section (c), the Secretary may deny adjust-
ment to permanent resident status and pro-
vide for termination of the blue card status 
granted such alien under paragraph (1) if— 

(i) the Secretary finds, by a preponderance 
of the evidence, that the adjustment to blue 
card status was the result of fraud or willful 
misrepresentation (as described in section 
212(a)(6)(C)(i) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(6)(C)(i)); or 

(ii) the alien— 
(I) commits an act that makes the alien in-

admissible to the United States as an immi-
grant, except as provided under subsection 
(e)(2); 

(II) is convicted of a felony or 3 or more 
misdemeanors committed in the United 
States; or 

(III) is convicted of an offense, an element 
of which involves bodily injury, threat of se-
rious bodily injury, or harm to property in 
excess of $500. 

(5) RECORD OF EMPLOYMENT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Each employer of a work-

er granted status under this subsection shall 
annually— 

(i) provide a written record of employment 
to the alien; and 

(ii) provide a copy of such record to the 
Secretary. 

(B) SUNSET.—The obligation under sub-
paragraph (A) shall terminate on the date 
that is 6 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

(6) REQUIRED FEATURES OF BLUE CARD.—The 
Secretary shall provide each alien granted 
blue card status and the spouse and children 
of each such alien residing in the United 
States with a card that contains— 

(A) an encrypted, machine-readable, elec-
tronic identification strip that is unique to 
the alien to whom the card is issued; 

(B) biometric identifiers, including finger-
prints and a digital photograph; and 

(C) physical security features designed to 
prevent tampering, counterfeiting, or dupli-
cation of the card for fraudulent purposes. 

(7) FINE.—An alien granted blue card sta-
tus shall pay a fine to the Secretary in an 
amount equal to $100. 

(8) MAXIMUM NUMBER.—The Secretary may 
issue not more than 1,500,000 blue cards dur-
ing the 5-year period beginning on the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 

(b) RIGHTS OF ALIENS GRANTED BLUE CARD 
STATUS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided under this subsection, an alien in blue 
card status shall be considered to be an alien 
lawfully admitted for permanent residence 
for purposes of any law other than any provi-
sion of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
(8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.). 

(2) DELAYED ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTAIN FED-
ERAL PUBLIC BENEFITS.—An alien in blue card 
status shall not be eligible, by reason of such 
status, for any form of assistance or benefit 
described in section 403(a) of the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Rec-
onciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1613(a)) until 
5 years after the date on which the Secretary 
confers blue card status upon that alien. 

(3) TERMS OF EMPLOYMENT RESPECTING 
ALIENS ADMITTED UNDER THIS SECTION.— 

(A) PROHIBITION.—No alien granted blue 
card status may be terminated from employ-
ment by any employer during the period of 
blue card status except for just cause. 

(B) TREATMENT OF COMPLAINTS.— 
(i) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROCESS.—The Sec-

retary shall establish a process for the re-
ceipt, initial review, and disposition of com-
plaints by aliens granted blue card status 
who allege that they have been terminated 
without just cause. No proceeding shall be 
conducted under this subparagraph with re-
spect to a termination unless the Secretary 
determines that the complaint was filed not 
later than 6 months after the date of the ter-
mination. 

(ii) INITIATION OF ARBITRATION.—If the Sec-
retary finds that a complaint has been filed 
in accordance with clause (i) and there is 
reasonable cause to believe that the com-
plainant was terminated without just cause, 
the Secretary shall initiate binding arbitra-
tion proceedings by requesting the Federal 
Mediation and Conciliation Service to ap-
point a mutually agreeable arbitrator from 
the roster of arbitrators maintained by such 
Service for the geographical area in which 
the employer is located. The procedures and 
rules of such Service shall be applicable to 
the selection of such arbitrator and to such 
arbitration proceedings. The Secretary shall 
pay the fee and expenses of the arbitrator, 
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subject to the availability of appropriations 
for such purpose. 

(iii) ARBITRATION PROCEEDINGS.—The arbi-
trator shall conduct the proceeding in ac-
cordance with the policies and procedures 
promulgated by the American Arbitration 
Association applicable to private arbitration 
of employment disputes. The arbitrator shall 
make findings respecting whether the termi-
nation was for just cause. The arbitrator 
may not find that the termination was for 
just cause unless the employer so dem-
onstrates by a preponderance of the evi-
dence. If the arbitrator finds that the termi-
nation was not for just cause, the arbitrator 
shall make a specific finding of the number 
of days or hours of work lost by the em-
ployee as a result of the termination. The ar-
bitrator shall have no authority to order any 
other remedy, including, but not limited to, 
reinstatement, back pay, or front pay to the 
affected employee. Within 30 days from the 
conclusion of the arbitration proceeding, the 
arbitrator shall transmit the findings in the 
form of a written opinion to the parties to 
the arbitration and the Secretary. Such find-
ings shall be final and conclusive, and no of-
ficial or court of the United States shall 
have the power or jurisdiction to review any 
such findings. 

(iv) EFFECT OF ARBITRATION FINDINGS.—If 
the Secretary receives a finding of an arbi-
trator that an employer has terminated an 
alien granted blue card status without just 
cause, the Secretary shall credit the alien 
for the number of days or hours of work lost 
for purposes of the requirement of subsection 
(c)(1). 

(v) TREATMENT OF ATTORNEY’S FEES.—The 
parties shall bear the cost of their own attor-
ney’s fees involved in the litigation of the 
complaint. 

(vi) NONEXCLUSIVE REMEDY.—The com-
plaint process provided for in this subpara-
graph is in addition to any other rights an 
employee may have in accordance with ap-
plicable law. 

(vii) EFFECT ON OTHER ACTIONS OR PRO-
CEEDINGS.—Any finding of fact or law, judg-
ment, conclusion, or final order made by an 
arbitrator in the proceeding before the Sec-
retary shall not be conclusive or binding in 
any separate or subsequent action or pro-
ceeding between the employee and the em-
ployee’s current or prior employer brought 
before an arbitrator, administrative agency, 
court, or judge of any State or the United 
States, regardless of whether the prior ac-
tion was between the same or related parties 
or involved the same facts, except that the 
arbitrator’s specific finding of the number of 
days or hours of work lost by the employee 
as a result of the employment termination 
may be referred to the Secretary pursuant to 
clause (iv). 

(C) CIVIL PENALTIES.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary finds, 

after notice and opportunity for a hearing, 
that an employer of an alien granted blue 
card status has failed to provide the record 
of employment required under subsection 
(a)(5) or has provided a false statement of 
material fact in such a record, the employer 
shall be subject to a civil money penalty in 
an amount not to exceed $1,000 per violation. 

(ii) LIMITATION.—The penalty applicable 
under clause (i) for failure to provide records 
shall not apply unless the alien has provided 
the employer with evidence of employment 
authorization granted under this section. 

(c) ADJUSTMENT TO PERMANENT RESI-
DENCE.— 

(1) AGRICULTURAL WORKERS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the Secretary shall adjust 
the status of an alien granted blue card sta-
tus to that of an alien lawfully admitted for 
permanent residence if the Secretary deter-

mines that the following requirements are 
satisfied: 

(i) QUALIFYING EMPLOYMENT.—The alien 
has performed at least— 

(I) 5 years of agricultural employment in 
the United States, for at least 100 work days 
or 575 hours, but in no case less than 575 
hours per year, during the 5-year period be-
ginning on the date of the enactment of this 
Act; or 

(II) 3 years of agricultural employment in 
the United States, for at least 150 work days 
or 863 hours, but in no case less than 863 
hours per year, during the 5-year period be-
ginning on the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

(ii) PROOF.—An alien may demonstrate 
compliance with the requirement under 
clause (i) by submitting— 

(I) the record of employment described in 
subsection (a)(5); or 

(II) such documentation as may be sub-
mitted under subsection (d)(3). 

(iii) EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES.—In 
determining whether an alien has met the 
requirement under clause (i)(I), the Sec-
retary may credit the alien with not more 
than 12 additional months to meet the re-
quirement under clause (i) if the alien was 
unable to work in agricultural employment 
due to— 

(I) pregnancy, injury, or disease, if the 
alien can establish such pregnancy, disabling 
injury, or disease through medical records; 

(II) illness, disease, or other special needs 
of a minor child, if the alien can establish 
such illness, disease, or special needs 
through medical records; or 

(III) severe weather conditions that pre-
vented the alien from engaging in agricul-
tural employment for a significant period of 
time. 

(iv) APPLICATION PERIOD.—The alien applies 
for adjustment of status not later than 7 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

(v) FINE.—The alien pays a fine to the Sec-
retary in an amount equal to $400. 

SA 4186. Mr. LEVIN (for himself, Mr. 
SANTORUM, Mr. KENNEDY, and Ms. 
STABENOW) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 2611, to provide for comprehen-
sive immigration reform and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS FOR CERTAIN 

PERSECUTED RELIGIOUS MINORI-
TIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ad-
just the status of an alien to that of an alien 
lawfully admitted for permanent residence if 
the alien— 

(1) is a persecuted religious minority; 
(2) is admissible to the United States as an 

immigrant, except as provided under sub-
section (b); 

(3) had an application for asylum pending 
on May 1, 2003; 

(4) applies for such adjustment of status; 
(5) was physically present in the United 

States on the date the application for such 
adjustment is filed; and 

(6) pays a fee, in an amount determined by 
the Secretary, for the processing of such ap-
plication. 

(b) WAIVER OF CERTAIN GROUNDS FOR INAD-
MISSIBILITY.— 

(1) INAPPLICABLE PROVISION.—Section 
212(a)(7) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(7)) shall not apply to 
any adjustment of status under this section. 

(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive any 
other provision of section 212(a) of such Act 

(except for paragraphs (2) and (3)) if extraor-
dinary and compelling circumstances war-
rant such an adjustment for humanitarian 
purposes, to ensure family unity, or if it is 
otherwise in the public interest. 

(c) PERSECUTED RELIGIOUS MINORITY DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘persecuted 
religious minority’’ means an individual 
who— 

(1) is, or was, a national or resident of Iraq; 
(2) is a member of a religious minority in 

Iraq, and 
(3) shares common characteristics with 

other minorities in Iraq who have been tar-
gets of persecution on account of race, reli-
gion, nationality, membership in a par-
ticular social group, or political opinion. 

SA 4187. Mr. FRIST (for Mr. CRAIG 
(for himself, Mr. INHOFE, and Mr. 
FRIST)) proposed an amendment to the 
bill H.R. 5037, to amend titles 38 and 18, 
United States Code, to prohibit certain 
demonstrations at cemeteries under 
the control of the National Cemetery 
Administration and at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, and for other pur-
poses; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Respect for 
America’s Fallen Heroes Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN DEMONSTRA-

TIONS AT CEMETERIES UNDER THE 
CONTROL OF THE NATIONAL CEME-
TERY ADMINISTRATION AND AT AR-
LINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY. 

(a) PROHIBITION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 24 of title 38, 

United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following new section: 
‘‘§ 2413. Prohibition on certain demonstra-

tions at cemeteries under control of the Na-
tional Cemetery Administration and at Ar-
lington National Cemetery 
‘‘(a) PROHIBITION.—No person may carry 

out— 
‘‘(1) a demonstration on the property of a 

cemetery under the control of the National 
Cemetery Administration or on the property 
of Arlington National Cemetery unless the 
demonstration has been approved by the 
cemetery superintendent or the director of 
the property on which the cemetery is lo-
cated; or 

‘‘(2) with respect to such a cemetery, a 
demonstration during the period beginning 
60 minutes before and ending 60 minutes 
after a funeral, memorial service, or cere-
mony is held, any part of which demonstra-
tion— 

‘‘(A)(i) takes place within 150 feet of a 
road, pathway, or other route of ingress to or 
egress from such cemetery property; and 

‘‘(ii) includes, as part of such demonstra-
tion, any individual willfully making or as-
sisting in the making of any noise or diver-
sion that disturbs or tends to disturb the 
peace or good order of the funeral, memorial 
service, or ceremony; or 

‘‘(B) is within 300 feet of such cemetery and 
impedes the access to or egress from such 
cemetery. 

‘‘(b) DEMONSTRATION.—For purposes of this 
section, the term ‘demonstration’ includes 
the following: 

‘‘(1) Any picketing or similar conduct. 
‘‘(2) Any oration, speech, use of sound am-

plification equipment or device, or similar 
conduct that is not part of a funeral, memo-
rial service, or ceremony. 

‘‘(3) The display of any placard, banner, 
flag, or similar device, unless such a display 
is part of a funeral, memorial service, or 
ceremony. 
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‘‘(4) The distribution of any handbill, pam-

phlet, leaflet, or other written or printed 
matter other than a program distributed as 
part of a funeral, memorial service, or cere-
mony.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of such chapter is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new item: 
‘‘2413. Prohibition on certain demonstra-

tions at cemeteries under con-
trol of National Cemetery Ad-
ministration and at Arlington 
National Cemetery.’’. 

(b) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in section 2413 
of title 38, United States Code (as amended 
by subsection (a)), shall be construed as lim-
iting the authority of the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, with respect to property under 
control of the National Cemetery Adminis-
tration, or the Secretary of the Army, with 
respect to Arlington National Cemetery, to 
issue or enforce regulations that prohibit or 
restrict conduct that is not specifically cov-
ered by section 2413 of such title (as so 
added). 
SEC. 3. PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF PROHIBI-

TION ON UNAPPROVED DEMONSTRA-
TIONS AT CEMETERIES UNDER THE 
CONTROL OF THE NATIONAL CEME-
TERY ADMINISTRATION AND AT AR-
LINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY. 

(a) PENALTY.—Chapter 67 of title 18, United 
States Code, is amended by adding at the end 
the following new section: 
‘‘§ 1387. Demonstrations at cemeteries under 

the control of the National Cemetery Ad-
ministration and at Arlington National 
Cemetery 
‘‘Whoever violates section 2413 of title 38 

shall be fined under this title, imprisoned for 
not more than one year, or both.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of such chapter is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new item: 
‘‘1387. Demonstrations at cemeteries under 

the control of the National 
Cemetery Administration and 
at Arlington National Ceme-
tery.’’. 

SEC. 4. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON STATE RESTRIC-
TION OF DEMONSTRATIONS NEAR 
MILITARY FUNERALS. 

It is the sense of Congress that each State 
should enact legislation to restrict dem-
onstrations near any military funeral. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on Armed 
Services be authorized to meet during the 
session of the Senate on Wednesday, May 24, 
2006, at 9:15 a.m., in executive session to con-
sider the nomination of General Michael V. 
Hayden, USAF, for reappointment to the 
grade of general and to be director, Central 
Intelligence Agency. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, May 24 at 10 a.m. The purpose of 
this meeting is to consider pending cal-
endar business which may be ready for 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, May 24, 2006, at 
3:30 p.m., to hold a hearing on nomina-
tions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet on Wednesday, May 24, 2006, at 
9:30 a.m., to consider the nomination of 
R. David Paulison to be Under Sec-
retary for Federal Emergency Manage-
ment of the U.S. Department of Home-
land Security. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary be author-
ized to meet to conduct a hearing on 
‘‘Judicial Nominations’’ on Wednesday, 
May 24, 2006, at 2 p.m. in Dirksen Sen-
ate Office Building Room 226. 

Witness list 
Panel I: TBA. 
Panel II: Andrew J. Guilford to be 

United States District Judge for the 
Central District of California, Frank D. 
Whitney to be United States District 
Judge for the Western District of North 
Carolina 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on May 24, 2006, at 2:30 p.m. to 
hold a closed Business Meeting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON DISASTER PREVENTION AND 

PREDICTION 
Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation’s Disaster Prevention 
and Prediction Subcommittee be au-
thorized to meet on Wednesday, May 
24, 2006, at 2:30 p.m., on the 2006 Hurri-
cane Forecast and At-Risk Cities. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AVIATION 
Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation’s Subcommittee on 
Aviation be authorized to meet on 
Wednesday, May 24, 2006, at 10 a.m. on 
NTSB reauthorization. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDS AND FORESTS 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-

committee on Public Lands and For-
ests of the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, May 24 at 2:30 p.m. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the following bills: 
S. 2788, a bill to direct the exchange of 
certain land in Grand, San Juan and 
Uintah counties, Utah and for other 
purposes; S. 2466, to authorize and di-
rect the exchange and conveyance of 
certain national forest land and other 
land in southeast Arizona; and S. 2567, 
to maintain the rural heritage of the 
Eastern Sierra and enhance the re-
gion’s tourism economy by designating 
certain public lands as wilderness and 
certain rivers as wild scenic rivers in 
the State of California, and for other 
purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 630, Dirk Kemp-
thorne, to be Secretary of the Interior. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

the nomination of Dirk Kempthorne, of 
Idaho, to be Secretary of the Interior. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I believe 

there is an objection on the other side 
of the aisle to setting a time certain 
for a vote on this Cabinet nomination. 
Given that objection, I now send a clo-
ture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on Executive 
Calendar No. 630, the nomination of Dirk 
Kempthorne, of Idaho, to be Secretary of the 
Interior. 

Bill Frist, Pete Domenici, John Cornyn, 
Tom Coburn, Jeff Sessions, Wayne Al-
lard, Lindsey Graham, Mel Martinez, 
Pat Roberts, Judd Gregg, Johnny 
Isakson, Jim DeMint, Lamar Alex-
ander, John Thune, Richard Burr, Bob 
Bennett, Chuck Hagel. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the live 
quorum be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
now return to legislative session. 
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