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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the further consideration
of H.R. 5441, and that I may include
tabular material on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

———

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2007

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 836 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 5441.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
5441) making appropriations for the De-
partment of Homeland Security for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2007,
and for other purposes, with Mr.
MCHUGH (Acting Chairman) in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. When the
Committee of the Whole rose on Thurs-
day, May 25, 2006, the amendment by
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
TANCREDO) had been disposed of and
the bill had been read through page 62,
line 17.

Pursuant to the order of the House of
that day, no further amendments to
the bill may be offered except those
specified in the previous order of the
House of that day, which is at the desk.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. CULBERSON

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Chairman, I
offer an amendment.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk
will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment offered by Mr. CULBERSON:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to process applica-
tions or petitions for immigration benefits
submitted to the United States Citizenship
and Immigration Services until October 1,
2007. This section shall not apply with re-
spect to—

(1) processing applications or petitions sub-
mitted before October 1, 2006, for such bene-
fits; and

(2) processing applications or petitions re-
lating to visas under section
101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(H)({1)(b))
(commonly referred to as H-1B non-
immigrant visas).

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
the order of the House of May 25, 2006,
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the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
CULBERSON) and a Member opposed
each will control 5 minutes.

Mr. SABO. Mr. Chairman, I reserve a
point of order.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman reserves a point of order.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Chairman, I
bring this amendment to the House
today to focus the attention of the
House, of the White House, of the coun-
try on an urgent and very serious prob-
lem with the Citizen Immigration
Service.

CIS is responsible for reviewing and
approving any application for citizen-
ship, for green cards, for visas, for I-90s
for people entering the United States
temporarily or permanently.

Yet this agency is so incompetent
and so poorly run, all of us know, those
of us representing border States, that
the level of illegal immigration in the
country is overwhelming. We have got
people entering the country literally at
will over our borders.

Based on my own investigation, what
I have learned from visiting the border
firsthand, it is possible for terrorists to
enter the United States just walking
over the border, or frankly they can
come right through the front door at
the Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ice offices, the CIS offices, because the
agency is not running criminal back-
ground checks on people applying for
visas or green cards or I-90s or citizen-
ship.

The agency, when they do run back-
ground checks, the Inspector General
reports, that among people who are ap-
plying to enter the United States tem-
porarily, there is a 90 percent error
rate in security checks being run on
these folks. If you are entering as a ref-
ugee, there is a 64 percent error rate.

Now, this is on running criminal
background checks on foreign nation-
als seeking to enter the United States,
at a time when we are at war with ter-
rorists who we know are seeking to
enter the United States to hurt us. The
terrorists who attacked us on Sep-
tember 11 were using dozens and dozens
and dozens of fraudulent driver’s Ili-
censes, phony IDs; they were, many of
them, visa overstays.

This agency is so incompetent, so
poorly run that in fact they even hired
an Iraqi spy and swore him in as an of-
ficer of the United States to interview
foreign nationals applying to enter the
United States. This was reported first
in the Washington Times on April 6.

After this was confirmed that this
guy was an Iraqi spy, he flew to Bagh-
dad and walked out of the Green Zone
and disappeared. This is a huge na-
tional security problem, Mr. Chairman.
And the problem is really systemic
throughout CIS, because their focus is
not on national security, but customer
service.

This agency’s sole primary motiva-
tion is on the convenience of the for-
eign national, to make sure that
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Osama bin Laden’s cousin out in the
lobby is not hindered or slowed down in
any way, that his application is
stamped and approved as rapidly as
possible.

Chairman ROGERS has done a superb
job in doing everything that he can to
bring the CIS, and ICE and Homeland
Security, to heel. I know he is aware of
the severity of this problem.

My amendment would stop the use of
any funds for CIS to process immigra-
tion applications other than H1Bs for 1
year, so they can catch up and catch
their breath. We know the backlog is
so bad right now that they are simply
overwhelmed, they are years behind.
We know they are not running criminal
background checks, and the criminal
background checks they do run on
these foreign nationals are just riddled
with errors.

My amendment is intended to shut
that process down for a year to allow
them to catch up. The Homeland Secu-
rity reauthorization is coming up this
summer. I intend to pursue this very
aggressively with Chairman KING. I
bring this amendment to the attention
of the House today and do intend to
withdraw it.

I understand we need to work
through the Homeland Security au-
thorization bill on this, Mr. Chairman.
But it is an extraordinarily serious and
dangerous problem that the country
needs to be aware of. There has even
been information brought to my atten-
tion and to the chairman’s attention
that the foreign intelligence agencies
have probably penetrated CIS at very
high levels and are able to remotely
print out visas, I-90s, passports, citi-
zenships to fraudulent individuals re-
motely on command using laptop com-
puters from anywhere in the world.

This agency I think poses a very seri-
ous threat to the national security of
the United States. I intend to pursue it
very aggressively with the reauthoriza-
tion of the homeland security bill.

Mr. Chairman, I offer this amend-
ment to the House today to focus the
House’s attention on it, bring it to the
attention of the Nation. And I thank
the chairman, Chairman ROGERS, on
trying to clear up this agency and
homeland security.

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Chairman, I
ask unanimous consent to withdraw
the amendment.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Is there ob-
jection to the request of the gentleman
from Texas?

There was no objection.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MS. MATSUI

Ms. MATSUIL Mr. Chairman, I offer
an amendment.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk
will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment offered by Ms. MATSUI:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title) insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to carry out the pol-
icy of the Department of Homeland Security
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