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himself as an institution in our tele-
vision news. Over his 46-year career in
the TV business, Dick has proven him-
self to be a professional newsman—a
reporter with no motive other than to
give his viewers an insight on the news.

Dick’s distinguished career began
modestly. A high school dropout at the
age of 14, he worked to support himself.
He once said, ‘‘the experience of those
years taught me the most valuable les-
sons of my life: that I would never
achieve any real success without an
education.” He enlisted in the U.S.
Navy at the age of 17, earning a GED.
certificate. After his discharge, Dick
realized his dream of an education by
graduating from Bradley University in
Peoria through the GI bill, receiving a
B.S. in speech education in 1962.

Dick remained in Peoria to work on
TV and radio programs before getting
his big break as the news director of
WFRV-TV in Green Bay, WI. After 3
years in the ‘“‘Dairy State,” he relo-
cated to Chicago in 1968 as a producer
and writer for WMAQ-NBC 5. He was
tested immediately, as one of his first
assignments was the tumultuous 1968
Democratic National Convention in
Chicago. Within 2 years, Dick had
worked his way up to full-time reporter
and eventually political editor. He be-
came host of the weekly news show
“City Desk.” This Sunday morning
broadcast became a Chicagoland sta-
ple—a ‘‘must-see’” for everyone fol-
lowing the political scene. Dick’s ques-
tions were often tough but always fair.
Political guests knew that a visit to
“City Desk” would always be memo-
rable.

Dick’s achievements include a long
list of honors and awards. His 1984 9-
month investigation of the Illinois
General Assembly’s so-called Legisla-
tive Study Commissions earned him
the George Foster Peabody medallion,
the most prestigious honor in tele-
vision broadcasting. The report also
won him a National Headliner Award
and the Jacob Scher Award for inves-
tigative reporting. Dick’s numerous ac-
colades include 11 Emmys; induction
into the Television Academy’s Silver
Circle Hall of Fame; Commentator of
the Year from the Joint Civic Com-
mittee of Italian-Americans; as well as
multiple awards courtesy of the Associ-
ated Press, the Chicago Headline Club,
and the Society of Professional Jour-
nalists. Perhaps one of Dick’s proudest
moments was being honored as a Brad-
ley University Distinguished Alumnus.
He has surely come a long way since
shining shoes at the age of 14 in Evans-
ville, IN.

Mr. President, after nearly a half
century of reporting the news, Dick
says that he is ready to ‘‘smell the
roses,”” and he has certainly earned it.
Dick Kay has played an important role
in reporting the exciting news stories
of our time and has left his mark on
the “Land of Lincoln.” I wish a restful
and happy retirement to Dick Kay, one
of Illinois’ and Chicago’s premier news-
men.
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W. RALPH BASHAM,
COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today President George W. Bush wit-
nessed the swearing-in of W. Ralph
Basham to serve as Commissioner of
Customs in the Department of Home-
land Security. Mr. Basham’s nomina-
tion was favorably reported out of the
Finance Committee on May 18, 2006,
and he was confirmed by the Senate on
May 26, 2006.

The President nominated an out-
standing individual to be Commis-
sioner of Customs. Ralph Basham has
served as Director of the Secret Serv-
ice and is a 29-year veteran of the Se-
cret Service. He has also served as
chief of staff for the Transportation Se-
curity Administration and as director
of the Law Enforcement Training Cen-
ter in Glynco, GA. His demonstrated
commitment to public service is admi-
rable. And the breadth of his experi-
ences will be an important asset as he
assumes his new responsibilities.

The Commissioner of Customs serves
in a critical and demanding role. The
Commissioner of Customs must ensure
that the dual demands of securing our
borders and facilitating the smooth
flow of international trade are each
fully met. As part of his confirmation
process Mr. Basham appeared before
the Finance Committee, which I chair.
During his hearing, I was impressed
with Mr. Basham’s appreciation of the
importance of maintaining an appro-
priate balance in meeting those dual
demands.

More broadly, the Commissioner of
Customs heads a bureau of over 40,000
employees. Those Government employ-
ees are on the front line for enforcing
laws related to over 40 agencies. At the
same time, they process $1.7 trillion
worth of imports and collect about $28
dollars in duties and fees. This trade is
critical to our economy. For example,
the 10-day strike at the port of Long
Beach a few years ago is estimated to
have cost our economy between $1 bil-
lion to $2 billion each day. That illus-
trates why maintaining an appropriate
balance between trade security and
trade facilitation is so important.

As chairman of the Committee on Fi-
nance, with jurisdiction over customs
and international trade, I look forward
to working with Mr. Basham to ad-
vance a robust customs and trade agen-
da now that he’s taken over as Com-
missioner of Customs.

—————

DARFUR

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, while the
Senate, with the encouragement of a
White House in full campaign mode,
debates a constitutional amendment to
ban gay marriage—a debate which will
consume days of the Senate’s time and
is all about scoring political points in
an election year—the disaster in
Darfur rages on.

It has been nearly 4 weeks since a
peace agreement was signed between
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the Sudanese Government and one of
the rebel groups, but violence, hunger
and disease continue to claim innocent
lives.

Jan HEgeland, United Nations Under-
Secretary General for Humanitarian
Affairs, recently described the humani-
tarian situation in Darfur as being on
the verge of collapse.

In the midst of this calamity, the
Senate is focused on other matters.
Gay marriage. Next it will be flag
burning. And then full repeal of the es-
tate tax, to benefit the wealthiest of
the wealthy. Solutions in search of a
problem, while whole villages burn,
their inhabitants are slaughtered, and
relief organizations in Darfur struggle
to cope without adequate resources.

Between a quarter of a million and
half a million people have perished in
Darfur—mostly civilians whose vil-
lages have been reduced to ashes.
Many, who escaped being shot or
hacked to death, have died from hunger
and disease.

The Sudanese Government has ob-
structed the deployment of a TU.N.
peacekeeping force in Darfur. The Afri-
can Union has done its best, but with
only 7,000 troops, inadequate resources,
and a weak mandate to patrol a vast
area with few roads, it has been unable
to provide civilians with the protection
they need.

I am so very proud that two high
school students in Vermont are setting
a moral example for all Americans.
Ben Rome and Brian Banks, seniors at
Essex High School, outraged over the
tragedy that is unfolding half a world
away, felt compelled to do something
about it. They have organized a public
rally in Burlington, VT, for this com-
ing Sunday to bring Vermonters to-
gether to speak out about one of the
worst human disasters in recent mem-
ory. I look forward to joining Ben and
Brian and other concerned Vermonters
this weekend.

The supplemental appropriations bill
for Iraq, Afghanistan, Hurricane
Katrina recovery, and Sudan, which
should be completed this week—and I
hope we can find the time to pass it—
contains additional funds to support
the current level of peacekeepers in
Darfur through the remainder of this
year. This will help, but twice that
amount is needed.

The supplemental also provides addi-
tional funds for food and other humani-
tarian aid. It should shame the White
House and the Congress to reflect on
the fact that we know we are not doing
enough.

We also provide funds to support a
Presidential special envoy for Sudan,
to work in pursuit of peace in Darfur
and stability throughout Sudan, north-
ern Uganda, and Chad. We need some-
one of the caliber of Senator Danforth
to be working continuously to help
solve the Darfur crisis.

A tragedy like this is bigger than any
of us as individuals, but it is not too
big if we join together in constructive
action—as individuals, as private relief
organizations, and as nations.
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