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young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 337, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Joseph has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Joseph has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Joseph Olvera for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———
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Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize Brigadier General Mark H. Owen,
Commander of the 45th Space Wing in Florida
and Deputy Department of Defense Manager
for Manned Space Flight Support to NASA. |
congratulate him on his new assignment as
Deputy Director, Strategic Security, Deputy
Chief of Staff, Air, Space and Information Op-
erations, Plans and Requirements, Head-
quarters United States Air Force, Pentagon,
Washington, DC.

For the past 2 years, Brigadier General
Owen has served as the Director of the East-
ern Range, responsible for the safe and se-
cure access to space of America’s manned
and unmanned space vehicles.

During this time, he was responsible for the
processing and launch of U.S. Government
and commercial satellites from Cape Canav-
eral Air Force Station.

The Eastern Range encompasses a 15 mil-
lion square mile area, that includes a network
of radar, telemetry tracking and telecommuni-
cation hardware operating at sites up the East
Coast and in the Atlantic Ocean including de-
tachments at Antigua Air Station and Ascen-
sion Island.

General Owen earned his commission upon
graduation from the U.S. Air Force Academy
in 1979. To date, he has received seven pro-
motions and served in a variety of space and
missile assignments involving missile combat
crew operations, satellite command and con-
trol, space lift and test range operations and
major space systems acquisitions.

During the early years of his service, his as-
signments included the Phillips Laboratory at
Kirtland Air Force Base, New Mexico; the
Space and Missile Systems Center at Los An-
geles Air Force Base, California; the National
Reconnaissance Office and the Office for the
Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Acqui-
sition in Washington, D.C.

General Owen has also served in staff posi-
tions at Headquarters Air Force Space Com-
mand and in the Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary of the Air Force for Space, as well as
the Office of Secretary of the Air Force.

His command experience includes leading a
squadron in Colorado and California, and
serving as commander of the 91st Space
Wing, Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota and
the 45th Space Wing, Florida.
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Brigadier General Owen’s education accom-
plishments include two undergraduate de-
grees, one in biology/pre-med from the U.S.
Air Force Academy and the other in electrical
engineering from the University of New Mex-
ico. He earned two Master degrees, one in
systems management from the University of
Southern California and the other in national
security strategy from the National Defense
University, National War College. Other edu-
cation accomplishments include Squadron Of-
ficer School, Marine Corps Command and
Staff from the Marine Corps Institute, Defense
Systems Management College, Program Man-
agement, distinguished graduate from Air
Command and Staff College and National Se-
curity Management Fellow from Syracuse Uni-
versity.

Brigadier General Owen’s awards and deco-
rations include the Legion of Merit with oak
leaf cluster, Meritorious Service Medal with
three oak clusters, Air Force Commendation
Medal, Air Force Achievement Medal with oak
leaf cluster, Combat Readiness Medal, and
the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal.

| am honored to rise in support of General
Owen’s service to our Nation and | am proud
of his commitment to the cause of liberty and
freedom. | wish him every success as he con-
tinues to serve this great Nation in the United
States Air Force.

TRIBUTE TO EMIL EISDORFER
HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 8, 2006

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Emil Eisdorfer, a constituent of mine
as well as a friend to the Bronx community for
his years of public service.

On June 8, 2006, Mr. Eisdorfer will be hon-
ored by the Beth Jacob-Beth Miriam School in
recognition of all the hard work and his dedi-
cation to the Bronx community. He has taken
the word community service above and be-
yond in an effort to serve not only his commu-
nity but my constituents as well.

Mr. Eisdorfer was born in a small town in
Ukraine called Mukachevo, known for its rich
Jewish history up until World War Il when the
Nazi’s genocide machine took the lives of
many of his relatives, including his grand-
parents.

Mr. Eisdorfer's life is a real example of the
American Dream. Immigrating to the United
States with his wife in 1974, Mr. Eisdorfer,
using his knowledge of watch making opened
a small business in the Pelham Parkway
neighborhood of the Bronx. While he worked
to provide for his wife Elena and his two kids
Jacob and Sharon, he never forgot where he
came from and how he got to America. He
used his standing in the Bronx community and
knowledge to assist arriving immigrants from
the former Soviet Union in job placement and
counseling.

In addition to helping immigrants here in the
United States, Emil also used his 30 years of
experience in business, economic develop-
ment, and retail sales to help create the Busi-
ness Improvement District, in the Bronx. Emil
was always willing to help around the commu-
nity.

deitionally, Emil served on numerous com-
munity boards including Vice Chairman of
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Community board 11 and President of the
Jewish Community Council of Pelham Park-
way. Under this role he helped expand the
council’s membership, funding, and improving
its services to the community.

Emil currently works as a staff-member in
the New York City Council, while his two chil-
dren finish up their advance degrees.

Needless to say, the work of this man has
no boundaries. | am pleased that Beth Jacob-
Beth Miriam School is honoring Emil, and |
join with them in extending my appreciation to
him for his service to his community.

———————
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart but also with a tremendous
sense of pride that | rise today to recognize
and remember a beacon for civil service, Mr.
Vince Whibbs. Vince left us Tuesday, May
30th. He was 86 years old. Vince was an in-
credible man and his absence will leave a void
in Pensacola that will not soon be filled. Vicki
and | grieve with the rest of the area at the
passing of such a npillar of society. Our
thoughts and prayers remain with Anna, his
wife of 63 years, their seven children, 26
grandchildren, and 22 great grandchildren.

Mr. Whibbs was a native of Buffalo, New
York and attended the University of Buffalo
before becoming an “office boy” for the Pon-
tiac Motor Division of General Motors in 1940.
As the Nation was in the grips of World War
Il, Vince left Pontiac to attend the Army Air
Force Pilot Training where he became a fight-
er pilot and eventually became a flight instruc-
tor for the Army Air Corps.

He left the military as a captain in 1946 and
returned to the Pontiac Motor Division, rising
to the position of zone manager. In 1958, Pen-
sacola was unknowingly blessed when Vince
moved his family to the area to take over a
local Pontiac dealership.

Friendly, outgoing, and charming, Vince had
a love for Pensacola that was overshadowed
only by his love of God, country, and family.
He was constantly giving back to the commu-
nity through his involvement in local organiza-
tions including the Chamber of Commerce, the
Pensacola chapter of the Navy League, the Fi-
esta of Five Flags, the United Way, Rotary
Club International, Junior Achievement and
Project Alert.

Mr. Whibbs also gave generously of his
time, serving the community in multiple leader-
ship roles, earnestly working to make Pensa-
cola an even better place to live. In 1963, he
was elected to the City Council where he
served for two years. In 1974, he was se-
lected to head the Pensacola Chamber of
Commerce.

In 1978, he was appointed to a two-year
term as mayor of Pensacola but did such a
great job that he ended up serving through
June of 1991. Mayor Whibbs was Pensacola’s
longest-serving mayor and even after he left
the position in 1991, maintained the title of
mayor emeritus. During his tenure, Pensacola
experienced tremendous growth including the
building of the current City Hall, the expansion
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