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off to an excellent start. During the two-day
planning symposium, representatives of the
National Library, The Colombian Institute
of Anthropology and History, the National
Archives and the Ministry of Culture were in
attendance as were some of the country’s
leading scholars in the field of Afro-Colom-
bian Studies. All have gone on record in sup-
port of this effort. Eduardo Garcia Vega, Di-
rector of the Universidad Technologica del
Choco, has made a major commitment to the
effort. There is already an academic program
in Afro-Colombian Studies and plans are un-
derway to offer a Masters Degree in the field.
A full floor of the new technology building
that is currently under construction has
been designated to house the Center. It is
scheduled for completion and occupancy in
June 2006. Members of the faculty and staff
of the University are already working with
the Rector to make the Center a reality. Fi-
nally, Georgetown University’s (Washington,
D.C.) Colombia Program and the U.S. Em-
bassy in Bogota have thrown their full sup-
port behind this effort.

Among the unique features of the Center is
that it will house a 21st century archive. The
Center will conduct oral histories and docu-
ment through film, audio, and audiovisual
media contemporary Afro-Colombian cul-
tural expressions. And it will collect and pre-
serve some printed records. But the central
archive of the Center will be a virtual one.
Using the 21st century Internet technology,
the Center will assemble a comprehensive
virtual archive of print, audio, and audio-
visual resources documenting Afro-Colom-
bian history and culture. Developing a vir-
tual resource will allow libraries, museums
and archives that currently house Afro-Co-
lombian materials to participate in the de-
velopment of this national program without
having to give up their original materials.
Once online, the materials will be accessible
throughout the country as well as through-
out the world. Researchers and scholars will
be able to conduct their research without
having to leave their homes or their institu-
tions. This national digital archive on Afro-
Colombian cultural expressions will be the
centerpiece of the Center’s larger program of
research, education, and celebration.

I cannot begin to underscore the impor-
tance of this initiative. While we at the
Schomburg Center attempt to document the
global black experience, we are clear that no
single institution can carry out such an am-
bitious agenda. Every country in the world
that has large African descended populations
needs a Center that is focused on preserving
the records of their past. We have done an
extraordinary job of documenting the Afri-
can-American experience in the United
States and our collections contain represent-
ative documentation of black people around
the world. A national documentation center
such as the one contemplated in Colombia
will go a long way toward preserving the
Afro-Colombian heritage for the Colombian
people as well as filling this important gap
in the documentation of the global black ex-
perience.
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Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
pay tribute to the memory of Leilani Sperber
whose sunny disposition and compassionate
heart touched many lives in northeast Colo-
rado. Leilani was born in Holyoke, CO and
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spent most of her life in Phillips County. She
and her husband Gary taught school for a few
years before settling in Holyoke where Leilani
was a full-time mother and homemaker. To-
gether they raised a daughter, Shawn and two
sons, Eric and Mark.

Leilani always had time to nurture friend-
ships and gently encourage those she en-
countered each day. Her generosity and deep
faith led to her involvement in numerous
church activities including serving on the Mis-
sions Committee, teaching Sunday School,
sponsoring the youth group, helping with the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes High School
Huddle group, and participating in two mission
trips to Mexico.

Leilani always followed wherever her strong
convictions led her, but she did it with a kind
heart and was always respectful of the needs
and concerns of people around her. She
worked on numerous community projects. She
was actively involved in the Friends of the Li-
brary and served as president. She worked to
get the Heginbotham Library in Holyoke in the
register of historical places. She was also part
of the effort to raise funds and help restore the
Peerless Center in Holyoke. She was a huge
supporter of local sports, especially when her
husband was coaching or her children were
participating. Leilani also was actively involved
in the Republican Party and served as pre-
cinct chairman and delegate to the State Con-
ventions.

When her children were out of the home,
Leilani’'s eagerness to learn and grow led her
to return to school and earn her Master’s de-
gree in agency counseling. She worked for
Centennial Mental Health as a counselor be-
fore taking a position with the Haxtun Hospital
as a Social Service director. While in this posi-
tion, Leilani organized a cancer survivors sup-
port group.

Leilani’s life was a lesson in how to enjoy
life, honor God, care for others, face difficul-
ties with courage, and make a positive impact
on the world. | am proud to honor Leilani who
is the embodiment of all the values that have
molded America into the great Nation it is
today. “Strength and honor are her clothing;
she shall rejoice in time to come. She opens
her mouth with wisdom, and on her tongue is
the law of kindness. She watches over the
way of her household, and does not eat the
bread of idleness. Her children rise up and call
her blessed; her husband also, and he praises
her: Many daughters have done well, but you
exceed them all. Charm is deceitful and beau-
ty is passing, but a woman who fears the
Lord, she shall be praised” (Proverbs 31:25—
30) Leilani was a precious, beautiful woman.
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Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the distinguished tenure of Michael
Scott, president of the Chicago Board of Edu-
cation. Michael recently announced that he will
retire from the board on July 21, 2006. Chi-
cago’s public school students and parents will
miss the dedication and professionalism he
has brought to the public schools and his
service to the city.
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Michael was raised on the west side of Chi-
cago, attended St. Philip’s High School and
later earned a B.A. in urban planning from
Fordham University. He first became involved
in local government after spending many
years as a developer. His early dedication to
the betterment of Chicago’s communities drew
attention from the late Mayor Harold Wash-
ington. Michael went on to serve in the admin-
istrations of Mayor Washington and Mayor
Richard Daley.

In June 2001, Michael Scott was appointed
to the Chicago Board of Education, and elect-
ed president of the board that same month.
For the past 5 years, Michael has dedicated
his energy and talents to this challenging and
time consuming position, working on a vol-
untary basis. Under his direction, the Chicago
Public Schools have thrived. One of Michael’s
key initiatives, in partnership with Mayor
Daley, was Renaissance 2010, a program that
closed underperforming schools and reached
out to private donors to build new ones. To-
gether they built the first new Chicago public
school in 29 years.

Michael has combined strong managerial
skills with an ability to bring students, parents,
and teachers together to solve problems and
create opportunities. He has worked very hard
for the students of Chicago and cares about
them deeply. His engaging personality has
also helped him build strong relationships with
parents and teachers.

Michael’s success can be seen in the stu-
dents’ improved math and reading test scores.
The schools have also worked hard to reduce
truancy. Michael's creativity and innovation
have also resulted in new programs such as
ballroom dancing and other opportunities for
student creativity.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing a true public servant on the
successful completion of his tenure. On behalf
of all of Chicago’s families, | thank Michael
Scott for his dedication and wish him the best
of luck in the future.

——————

HONORING ELIZABETH LODAL IN
RETIREMENT
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Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Elizabeth Lodal, who is re-
tiring after 40 years of service to Fairfax Coun-
ty Public Schools.

Mrs. Lodal, the principal of Thomas Jeffer-
son High School for Science and Technology,
studied math and physics at Rice University.
She began her career as an english and his-
tory teacher; later, she was the principal of
Joyce Kilmer Middle School and Langston
Hughes Middle School. After her tenure in the
middle school system, she served as the prin-
cipal of McLean High School for 10 years. She
will be retiring this August, which comes 6
years after she came out of retirement to lead
Thomas Jefferson High School at the behest
of Daniel Domenech, the former supervisor of
Fairfax County Public Schools.

Mrs. Lodal has received numerous acco-
lades, which are all testaments to her dedica-
tion to this community. In 1998, she received
the Distinguished Alumni Award from her alma




		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-19T10:29:45-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




