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different Hoover Dam project managers in her
30 years of employment, and retired in 1975.

Upon retirement, she became a champion
for women’s rights. Billie, along with the late
Nevada women’s rights activist Jean Ford,
formed a non-profit organization in 1994. In
2005, the group was responsible for getting
the statue of Northern Paiute Sarah
Winnemucca placed in the hall of the United
States Capitol building.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize
Mrs. Billie Bates on the floor of the House. |
commend her for her contributions to Boulder
City and continued service to the women’s
rights movement of southern Nevada.

————
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Mr. JOHNSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in honor of the 150th birthday of
Tuscola, lllinois. This sesquicentennial cele-
bration marks a significant moment in the rich
history of this prairie town in rural Douglas
County, lllinois.

The city of Tuscola was established to help
develop and support the lllinois Central Rail-
road. Congress granted alternate one mile
square sections of land to the lllinois Central
Railroad and the city of Tuscola occupies that
original square mile given to the company.

The town was laid out on July 9, 1857 as
a part of Coles County and shortly there after
the State of lllinois re-designated the northern
section of Coles County where Tuscola is lo-
cated into a newly formed county that was
named after lllinois Senator, Stephen A. Doug-
las. The city of Tuscola has since thrived as
the Douglas County seat and is a hidden gem
in America’s heartland.

One of Tuscola’s native sons was former
Speaker of the House, 1903-1911, Joseph G.
Cannon. Mr. Cannon is acclaimed by most
historians as one of the most powerful Speak-
ers of the House of Representatives and until
current Speaker J. Dennis Hastert passed him
on June 1, 2006, he was the longest-serving
Republican Speaker in history.

This political icon of his era got his start as
one of the original members of a group of
fourteen men voting to ratify the city’s charter
on March 11, 1859. He went on to become
the first State’s Attorney of Douglas County
and then a member of the United States
House of Representatives from 1873 through
1922. On his last day in office he appeared on
the first cover of Time Magazine.

Joe Cannon said of Tuscola, “my heart is
buried in your cemetery; my little son for
whom | had such high hopes; my Quaker
mother; my brothers and their families; and
memories of my struggle to a foothold in my
professional life; the faithful friends. Yes,
Tuscola is home to me and always will be.”
(June 12, 1913)

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in recognizing the 150th birthday of
Tuscola, lllinois.
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Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Coast Guard Flight Surgeon Lieu-
tenant Commander John Hariadi for his her-
oism in helping the victims of Hurricane
Katrina.

Following landfall of Hurricane Katrina, Dr.
Hariadi devoted his time to treating the injured
and needy people in Mississippi and Lou-
isiana. Over a 7-day period, he treated over
100 patients and conducted 50 medical eval-
uations in truly horrible conditions.

In total, the Coast Guard rescued more than
33,000 people from flooded streets and roof-
tops—six times the number of rescues by the
Coast Guard in all of 2004. As Admiral Thom-
as H. Collins stated recently, “Coast Guard
people are unsung heroes that make up our
American community. They are your neighbors
who make the extraordinary things look ordi-
nary every day.”

Mr. Speaker, it is my great honor to recog-
nize an unsung hero, Dr. John Hariadi and to
commend him for his courage. He is an out-
standing example of the quality of individuals
who have devoted their lives to our Armed
Forces. | know John’s colleagues, family, and
friends join me in extending thanks for his ef-
forts on behalf of the victims of Hurricane
Katrina and the entire Nation.
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Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ask
my colleagues to join me in paying tribute to
the achievements and distinguished career of
Merry Trudeau of Eagle, Idaho. Mrs. Trudeau
has honorably and diligently served the people
of the United States with over 30 years of
faithful service to the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice. Now, you might think it strange that |
would stand before you today, Mr. Speaker, to
praise the work of a tax collector. But the truth
is, Merry has spent her entire career in what
friends refer to as “her true calling’—as an
advocate for American taxpayers. She works
very closely with the people in her community
resolving specific problems related to the In-
ternal Revenue Service. Merry serves as Di-
rector of the Tax Payers Advocate Service in
Boise, where she leads the effort to provide
this priceless resource to my constituents. |
might add that she accomplishes her duties in
a manner consistent with her excellent char-
acter—which my constituents and | describe
as sincerely helpful. In Idaho and across the
United States, Merry Trudeau has established
a reputation as an honest, hardworking leader
capable of accomplishing even the most dif-
ficult and complex of tasks. She always wears
a smile, and eagerly attacks any opportunity to
help a constituent. When she retires on July 3,
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2006, Idahoans and all Americans will be los-
ing a truly great public servant. The level of
responsiveness and accountability that Merry
exemplifies as a liaison officer embodies my
belief that government must be the people’s
servant, not their master. It is for these rea-
sons, Mr. Speaker, that | ask my colleagues in
the House of Representatives to join me in
recognizing the accomplishments and career
of Mrs. Trudeau, and thanking her for diligent
service to Idaho and the United States.

——————
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize a leader in the field of education,
James McCann, who is retiring after 20 years
as the Superintendent of Lamphere Schools in
Madison Heights, Michigan and a total of 40
years in education. | have been pleased to
work with Jim McCann and know him as an
active and passionate advocate for the public
education system and the students it serves.

Mr. McCann graduated from Eastern Michi-
gan University in 1966 and worked as a teach-
er and administrator for the Archdiocese of
Detroit from 1966—1971. Joining the Lamphere
School District, Mr. McCann was a high school
teacher from 1971-1972, and then went on to
serve as an Administrative Assistant, Assistant
Principal, Middle School Principal and High
School Principal before becoming Lamphere
Schools’ Superintendent in 1986.

Although Mr. McCann has many accom-
plishments in his 20 years as Superintendent,
his success in the use of technology as a
teaching tool is perhaps the most significant.
He was inspired to focus on technology in the
classroom in 1980 when he attended a sum-
mer institute sponsored by Harvard University
and the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology.

Under Mr. McCann’s leadership, Lamphere
became the first district in the State of Michi-
gan to have Internet access in the classroom,
and in 1996 became the JASON Project Pri-
mary Internet site for the State of Michigan,
helping students from across the state experi-
ence real time scientific adventures. For the
past 8 years, he served as the Chairman of
the Oakland County Superintendents’ Com-
mittee for Instructional Technology. He was
recognized for these and other accomplish-
ments when he became the winner of the first-
ever “Tech-Savvy Superintendent Award,”
given for leadership and vision in the area of
educational technology.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. McCann, a genuine leader
in the field of education. He has worked tire-
lessly to improve the Lamphere School District
and public education throughout Michigan. |
have been privileged to work with him in many
endeavors and to witness his devotion first-
hand. To Jim and Karen, many, many thanks
from the community at large and my best per-
sonal regards, as you enter the next chapter
in your lives.
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