June 13, 2006

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume consideration of the pending con-
ference report on Wednesday imme-
diately following morning business. I
further ask consent that there be 25
minutes of debate controlled by the
chairman and 75 minutes controlled by
the ranking member. I further ask con-
sent that following the use or yielding
back of time, the conference report be
set aside, and further that at 10 o’clock
a.m. on Thursday, June 15, the Senate
proceed to a vote on the adoption of
the conference report to accompany
H.R. 4939, the emergency supplemental
appropriations bill, with no further in-
tervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

————
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that there now be a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR ROBERT
BYRD

Mr. REED. Mr. President, on Mon-
day, Senator ROBERT BYRD of West Vir-
ginia reached an extraordinary mile-
stone: 17,327 days in the United States
Senate, almost 48 years. He has cast
over 17,000 rollcall votes. His congres-
sional career has spanned the tenure of
10 Presidents, beginning with President
Dwight David Eisenhower. In West Vir-
ginia, he has run 14 times and never
lost.

He has served for over 60 years in
both the House and the Senate and
other public service. This year he is
running for his unprecedented ninth
term as a United States Senator from
West Virginia. Suffice it to say, he is
the longest serving Senator in the his-
tory of West Virginia, as he is in the
history of the United States. He is the
only person in West Virginia to carry
every county in the State, all 55. He
has run unopposed for the Senate be-
cause of the regard, the respect, and,
indeed, the affection of the people of
West Virginia.

He is 88 years old. He is not slowing
down, he has never slowed down, and he
will keep it up. As a Member of the
Senate, he has been a leader—Demo-
cratic whip, majority and minority
leader, chairman of the Appropriations
Committee, and President pro tempore
of the Senate on two occasions.

In everything he has done, he has
been a champion of the Constitution
and the people of West Virginia. He se-
cured billions of dollars in funding for
his home State, and he has been a lead-
er on mine safety and other issues that
are so closely tied to his constituents.

In May 2001, Senator BYRD was given
the award that everyone recognizes is
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his due. Gov. Bob Wise and both houses
of the West Virginia General Assembly
named him “West Virginian of the 20th
Century,” and he is striving now for
the 21st century.

He is an individual who is a self-made
man, starting off in war industries in a
shipyard, and earning his law degree
cum laude from American University
while a Member of the United States
Congress. He is also someone who rec-
ognizes the need for education of oth-
ers. He created the Robert C. Byrd Na-
tional Honors Scholarship. This schol-
arship provides opportunities for young
Americans to pursue education as he
has pursued his education.

He is a historian—a historian of this
Senate and the Roman Senate. In fact,
his 3,000-page ‘‘History of the United
States Senate’ is the premier history
of this August body. He is a defender, a
supporter, and, in some cases, the liv-
ing embodiment of the United States
Constitution. He carries it with him
everywhere and every time. He is some-
one who not only talks about the Con-
stitution, but on the floor of this Sen-
ate and in this country defends it each
day.

He is an individual of great promi-
nence. He is an individual of great hu-
manity.

There is only one fact, I think, that
is dimming this very special occasion
for the Senator, and that is, it is not
being shared by his beloved wife Erma
Ora Byrd. But she is looking on this
day with the same satisfaction, the
same sense of accomplishment.

It is only fitting to close with a
quote from Senator BYRD because I can
in no way match his oratorical skills.
In September 1998, he addressed the
history of the Senate and he said:

Clio being my favorite muse, let me begin
this evening with a look backward over the
well-traveled roads of history. History al-
ways turns our faces backward, and this is as
it should be, so that we might be better in-
formed and prepare to exercise wisdom in
dealing with future events.

His grasp of the past has given him a
wise and insightful view of the future.
He has always encouraged us to learn
our history and then practice our his-
tory to shape the future of this country
in this Hall of the Senate.

He has stood tall on so many occa-
sions, but most notably I think was in
October 2002. With an iron will and ar-
ticulate voice, he questioned the policy
of this Government as we entered this
fight in Iraq.

History, I think, will record his wis-
dom, his decency, and his contribution
to the country. Although I am a day
late, I hope I am not a dollar short.

Congratulations to Senator BYRD on
his model accomplishment.

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I join our colleagues in the acco-
lades and commendation for our col-
league, the senior Senator from West
Virginia. I believe there is no other
Senator who commands the respect and
the admiration and the love of fellow
Senators as does Senator BYRD.
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My first encounter with Senator
BYRD, I will never forget. Right over
there at that desk, 5% years ago, I rose
to make my maiden speech in the Sen-
ate. In the course of that speech to a
fairly empty Chamber of the Senate, 1
happened to mention that it was my
maiden speech. In a few moments, sud-
denly the doors of the Senate flung
open and in strode Senator BYRD. He
sat down at his desk and listened very
politely and patiently as I continued
my first oration in this tremendous,
most deliberative body. As I finished,
Senator BYRD stood and said, ‘“Would
the Senator from Florida yield?” I
said, of course, ‘I yield to the distin-
guished Senator from West Virginia.”
He proceeded to give a history of the
Senate about maiden speeches. He told
how, in the old days, when word would
get out that a new Senator was going
to give his first speech, all of the other
Senators would gather around because
they wanted to hear what the new Sen-
ator was saying. Of course, you can
imagine what an impression this made
on this new Senator 5% years ago by
not only the conscience of the Senate
but the historian of the Senate, the
keeper of the rules of the Senate, the
distinguished Senator from West Vir-
ginia. And, of course, he passed a mile-
stone yesterday. All of us are proud for
him, and we are exceptionally proud
for this institution, that it would have
a Senator such as the distinguished
senior Senator from West Virginia.

I want the Senate to know that this
Senator is very privileged that he has
had the opportunity not only to call
him a friend and colleague but that
this Senator has had the opportunity
to sit at his knee and try to soak up
the wisdom of the years, the excep-
tional historical knowledge of this in-
stitution and the extraordinary knowl-
edge of history of planet Earth that the
Senator brings to this Chamber.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I
rise to talk about a significant event
that took place yesterday in the U.S.
Senate, and that is the fact that we
have now a new longest serving U.S.
Senator in the history of our country.
Senator BYRD nears the end of his
eighth term here in the Senate but
holding more than just another signifi-
cant record. His contribution to our
country has been almost beyond com-
pare. He already holds Senate records
for the most leadership positions held
and for the most rollcall votes cast,
over 17,600 and still counting.

Starting in 1946, Senator BYRD has
run in 14 elections for the West Vir-
ginia House of Delegates, the State
Senate, the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, and the U.S. Senate. He inspires
the envy of all of us because he has
won all of these races, and I have no
doubt that voters in West Virginia will
reelect him to a ninth Senate term this
fall. That is going to enable him in De-
cember of 2009 to pass the record that
Carl Hayden has as the longest serving
Member of Congress in United States
history. But BOB BYRD is not here
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