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For instance, the causes range from a lack
of knowledge about their own HIV status and
then having sex with other people; low rate
of uncircumcised Black males compared with
whites; the prevalence of sex workers in Afri-
ca and the Caribbean; and the large Black
prison population; to mistrust of the medical
community; poverty and conspiracy theo-
ries.

“In summary, we are now talking about a
different epidemic than the one first re-
ported in 1981, Greaves, explained. It is
more heterosexual transmission than before;
less homosexual; transmission through injec-
tion drug use remains the same; and a lot
more women infected than in the early days
of the epidemic.” But what about treatment?

If there is a bright spot, it is that HIV posi-
tive individuals are living longer, many are
leading normal lives, and infection is no
longer seen as a death sentence, and that’s
true if you are in New York, Los Angeles,
Toronto, New York, Nassau or Port of Spain
where retroviral drugs.

“I am optimistic from the medical and sci-
entific standpoint in terms of the new medi-
cines and drugs but I am not optimistic at
all about the behavioral response to the mes-
sages which have been put out there in the
public arena,” he said.

On the horizon, some promising categories
of drugs. One is entry-inhibitors, which
block the virus from being able to enter the
cells of the body, thus causing infections.
The other is an enzymes used by the virus to
infect the cell. By blocking the enzymes sci-
entists interrupt the process of the virus
multiplying and causing destruction of the
cell, spawning new viruses.

‘“These are being developed and they look
very promising,” he reported. ‘‘If these suc-
cesses continue, they would be useful addi-
tions to the existing drugs that we use to
treat AIDS.” Unfortunately, though, current
research is unlikely to lead to a class of
drugs anytime soon that would prevent in-
fection. In essence, a cure is a far way off.

The problem is that the HIV virus is able
to mutate so easily that scientists have been
virtually unable to develop a vaccine that
stimulates the right antibodies or cells that
would prevent infection. ‘“‘In the meantime,
though, we will continue to develop better
drugs and we can still prolong life,” Greaves
said. “We may not be able to cure the infec-
tion but we can keep people alive.” After all,
there’s no cure for diabetes and hypertension
but ‘“’we have effective drugs where people
can go living virtually a normal life span,”
he says.

Dr. Greaves gives several Caribbean na-
tions high marks for their efforts in fighting
HIV through education and the provision of
drugs to victims.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. MICHAEL
ALLKINS

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
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Wednesday, June 14, 2006

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a man who has dedicated his life to
education. Dr. Michael Allkins will retire this
month from Bay de Noc Community College,
an institution that owes him a debt of gratitude
for his tireless work to maintain, improve and
strengthen not only the college, but the sur-
rounding community.

Dr. Allkins was appointed president of Bay
de Noc Community College (Bay) on August
1st of 1997. During his tenure, President
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Allkins accomplished much, ensuring that Bay
remains one of the finest community colleges
in the Nation. On July 1st of 2006, his time at
Bay will come to an end as he and his wife
Linda begin a much deserved retirement.

During his administration, Dr. Allkins pre-
sided over the completion of the Joseph
Heirman University Center, remodeled the
Student Center, and improved the chemistry
and water technology labs on the campus.

Bay was the first college in Michigan to be
awarded a Michigan Technical Education Cen-
ter. This innovative statewide program ensures
that community colleges provide training that
is relevant to the needs of local employers. It
is through Dr. Allkins’ leadership that Bay, in
Escanaba, Michigan, was able to open the
very first such technical training center in the
entire state.

That accomplishment alone demonstrates
that Dr. Allkins is a forward thinking leader
with a strategy for Bay’s future. However, Dr.
Allkins’ accomplishments span well beyond
the Technical Education Center. For over 10
years, the staff and faculty of Bay de Noc had
been working to expand the college by open-
ing a campus in neighboring Dickinson Coun-
ty. Under the leadership of Dr. Allkins, the col-
lege finally succeeded in passing a millage to
fund the expansion and better serve Bay’s
growing student body 55 miles away from the
main campus. Dr. Allkins was instrumental in
passing the millage and breaking ground for
the new facility.

Dr. Allkins also led Bay through a lengthy,
10-year reaccreditation effort. This reaccredita-
tion required improving the curriculum in gen-
eral education, reviewing and assessing indi-
vidual programs and making technological im-
provements a priority. Dr. Allkins also bol-
stered programs at the college that recognized
the achievements of students, faculty and
alumni and formalized Bay’s graduation cere-
monies.

As any president of an educational institu-
tion must be, Dr. Allkins was also an effective
ambassador for Bay. He was known for work-
ing with the Michigan Community College As-
sociation and with legislators to lay a stable fi-
nancial foundation for Bay. Rural community
colleges often have to assert themselves to
receive their fair share of funding and Dr.
Allkins was an effective advocate for Bay,
working to see equitable funding for Michigan
community colleges.

Dr. Allkins was also involved in a variety of
volunteer organizations in Escanaba and Delta
counties. He served on the boards of the
Delta County Area Chamber of Commerce,
the Economic Development Alliance, the
Upper Peninsula Great Lakes Educational
Technologies, the YMCA and the Saint
Francis Hospital Advisory Committee. He is an
active member of the Escanaba Rotary Club.

Even prior to coming to Bay de Noc Com-
munity College, Dr. Allkins had already en-
joyed a career dedicated to education. As Ex-
ecutive Vice President of Instruction and Stu-
dent Services, Vice President for Academic
Affairs, and Interim President at South West
Community College in Mount Gay, West Vir-
ginia, Dr. Allkins made a number of important
contributions to preserving and growing that
institution.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Michael Allkins has clearly
made education and rural education, in par-
ticular, the focus of his career. Bay de Noc
Community College and its surrounding com-
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munities are better for having enjoyed his
stewardship. Because of his leadership skills
and the importance of Bay de Noc Community
College to the region, all of the Upper Penin-
sula benefited from having Dr. Michael Allkins
and his wife, Linda Hirvonen, as professional
citizens in our region of the country.

| ask the U.S. House of Representatives to
join me in congratulating Dr. Michael Allkins
on his retirement and in thanking him and
Linda for their commitment to education and
our communities.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF LANCE COR-
PORAL RYAN S. MILLER’S SERV-
ICE
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OF TEXAS
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Lance Corporal Ryan S. Miller,
United States Marine Corps, for receiving a
Certificate of Appreciation for superior per-
formance of duty while serving as the Non
Commissioned Officer in Charge of the Marine
Corps Air Ground Combat Center’'s Color De-
tail at Twentynine Palms, California.

Lance Corporal Miller was responsible for
posting the Combat Center’s colors on a daily
basis. As a result of his leadership, motivation,
and attention to detail, the Color Detail accom-
plished its mission in an exemplary manner.
Lance Corporal Miller has performed a great
duty to our country. Lance Corporal Miller's
Certificate of Appreciation is a permanent part
of his official record at Headquarters, United
States Marine Corps.

A 2004 graduate of Edward S. Marcus High
School in Flower Mound, Texas, in the heart
of the 26th Congressional District, Lance Cor-
poral Miller is a fine example of how brave
Americans stationed both in the United States
and abroad are doing their duty faithfully and
serving their country admirably.

As a member of the United States Marine
Corps, Lance Corporal Miller is a part of a
long tradition of military excellence. Due to the
Marine’s constant vigilance, the borders and
freedoms of the United States are protected.
The traditions of the United States Marine
Corps are as old as the nation itself; Lance
Corporal Miller's outstanding service and re-
spect for traditions make him the pride of his
community and a model American.

| extend my sincere congratulations to
Lance Corporal Ryan S. Miller for receiving a
Certificate of Appreciation. His contributions
and service are a shining example to us all,
and | am honored to be his representative in
Washington.

RECOGNIZING CHANCE BROWN FOR
ACHIEVING THE RANK OF EAGLE
SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 14, 2006
Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause

to recognize Chance Brown, a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest
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