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And, unfortunately, many States do
not have the resources necessary to
enter all of their disqualifying criteria
into the NICS system. The end result is
that felons and others who are not per-
mitted by existing law to buy guns are
passing background checks and buying
guns through legitimate means.

In fact, 28 States have automated
less than 75 percent of their criminal
history records. In 15 States, domestic
violence restraining orders, which are a
disqualifying offense, are not acces-
sible through the NICS system.

These and other loopholes, of course,
have cost people their lives, including
two of my constituents. On March 8,
2002, Peter Troy purchased a .22 caliber
semiautomatic rifle from a legitimate
gun dealer in New York. He had a his-
tory of mental health problems, and
his own mother had a restraining order
against him as the result of his violent
background. Mental adjudication and a
restraining order are both NICS dis-
qualifying issues. Yet Peter Troy’s
NICS background check turned up no
red flags. It was illegal for him to pur-
chase a gun, but like so many others,
he simply slipped through the cracks in
the NICS system because of lack infor-
mation.

Four days later Peter Troy walked
into Our Lady of Peace Church in
Lynbrook, New York, my district, and
killed two of my constituents.

Peter Troy had no business buying a
gun, and the system created to prevent
him from doing so simply failed. It is
only a matter of time before the sys-
tem’s failings provoke larger tragedies.
We must improve the NICS system and
allow it to do what it was designed to
do.

The responsibility for the accuracy
and the effectiveness of the NICS sys-
tem ultimately belongs to the States.
However, many States’ budgets are al-
ready overburdened. This legislation
would provide grants to States and up-
date the NICS system. States would be
able to update their NICS database to
include felons, domestic abusers, and
others not legally qualified to buy a
gun. The bill’s goal is to have 50 States
enter at least 90 percent of their dis-
qualifying information into NICS.
States that do not comply or fall short
of these goals will be penalized with a
5 percent reduction of their Federal De-
partment of Justice grant allocations.

Also, the bill would provide grants
for State courts to promptly enter in-
formation into the NICS system. For
example, when someone is served with
a restraining order stemming from do-
mestic violence, an inefficient NICS
system allows him or her to leave the
courthouse and head right to the gun
store. My bill would make sure all rel-
evant court records are entered into
the NICS before a crime of passion can
be committed.

It is important to keep in mind that
this bill does not infringe on anyone’s
second amendment rights, which I sup-
port. It creates no new gun laws. It
simply enforces the laws that are on
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the books. If H.R. 1415 becomes law,
law-abiding citizens who want to buy a
gun legally will not experience any
delay at the point of purchase.

And this bill proposes no new burdens
on gun sellers. In fact, I introduced
this bill in 2002 and it was passed here
in the House.

I am hoping that we can pass this bill
rapidly. We have the opportunity to
stop this small war in this country, and
we can save lives, which is the most
important thing.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BILIRAKIS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. FOXX addressed the House. Her
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————
THE WAR IN IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to include in the RECORD extra-
neous materials this evening, particu-
larly an article from the Christian
Science Monitor entitled ‘‘Prices Rise,
and Interest Rates Sure to Follow.”

This evening we have heard from
many of our colleagues about the ensu-
ing debate tomorrow on a very weak
resolution concerning the ongoing war
in Iraq. Tonight I would like to direct
my comments to the terrible taxes
that this war places on the American
people. And not just taxes in the con-
ventional meaning of the word because,
indeed, this war is causing us to borrow
money, which we must pay back, and
we are borrowing it back from foreign
countries. This war is costing us more
every day. Over $300 billion and rising.
We have to pay those dollars back be-
cause we are borrowing them.

This war is placing a terrible burden
on this economy as we now see prices
rise and interest rates ticking up,
which I will talk about in just a sec-
ond. And, of course, the greatest tax is
on the loss of life and the injury to
body and limb of those that we have
asked to fight the battles of this Na-
tion, as well as innocent civilians who
are being killed and injured across Iraq
and the region.

This war in Iraq is also exacting a
terrible tax on the people of the Middle
East and adjoining regions because it is
yielding more terrorism, not less. This
war is yielding more repressive regimes
in places like Pakistan; in places like
Egypt; in the Palestinian Authority;
indeed, adjoining nations like Lebanon.

June 14, 2006

The tax on democratizing regimes is
getting heavier and heavier every day.
There is more instability in the region
as we watch the demonstrations in the
West Bank and in Gaza, as we see
Hamas and Fatah locked in internal
struggles. There is more instability,
not more stability. And most crushing
for our country globally is the United
States is losing respect across the
world. We have fewer friends and more
enemies and those who doubt the
United States across the globe.

Here at home we see rising interest
rates, and that is the article I will
enter into the RECORD tonight. Higher
prices for such things as airline tick-
ets, housing, health care, and, of
course, gasoline are now starting to eat
into consumers’ pocketbooks. Indeed,
this war is a terrible tax on the Amer-
ican people, and they are feeling it in
their pocketbooks.

Wednesday, the Labor Department
reported the May consumer price index
rose .4 percent after a .6 percent rise in
April. This is well above the comfort
level of the Federal Reserve, the Na-
tion’s chief inflation fighter. The Fed
is going to have to raise interest rates
more out of a desire to keep the mar-
ket from thinking the new sheriff in
town at the Federal Reserve is not seri-
ous about fighting inflation. Prices are
rising against a backdrop of weakening
housing and other parts of the econ-
omy. This war in Iraq is a heavy tax.

Economists are most concerned that
rising prices seem to have moved be-
yond the energy sector and removing
food and energy, typically the most
volatile prices from the inflation rate,
indicates core prices rose in May .3 per-
cent; and over the past 3 months, the
core rate of inflation is up to an annual
rate of 3.8 percent, the fastest pace in
more than a decade. We are seeing a
near-term acceleration in the core
rate. An increase of half a percentage
point at the next Fed meeting is a
strong possibility before the Fed de-
cides to back away.

So we look at what this war is yield-
ing on many levels. More terrorism,
not less terrorism. Is it yielding more
democratic regimes throughout the
Middle East? No. The oil regimes con-
tinue to be as repressive as they ever
were. There is not a single democratic
nation anywhere in the region, and
there will not be one for a long time to
come. The United States ought to de-
couple itself from the repressive oil re-
gimes it continues to support and be-
come energy independent here at home.

Is there a solution to the Pales-
tinian-Israeli standoff? Are there ongo-
ing negotiations? No. There is just
shooting across borders. There are
more demonstrations in the street.
There is no back channel that is being
actively promulgated by this adminis-
tration to get the warring parties to sit
down and finally reach a peace process
following on the agreement that was
attempted to be negotiated during the
Clinton years.

Have we seen freedom on the rise?
No. We see repression on the rise, as
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beheadings and the election of people
who are absolutely opposed to the
United States without any sense of
growing freedom.

There was a gentleman down here on
the floor earlier who said that they do
want our freedom here in the United
States, that is why they hate us so
much. Actually, a number of those rev-
olutionaries want freedom from what
they see us representing in that region,
and that is support of dictatorships,
support of oil regimes, and we are
yielding the counterreaction to many
years of supporting brutal dictator-
ships in that part of the world.

[From the Christian Science Monitor, June
15, 2006]
PRICES RISE, AND INTEREST RATES SURE TO
FoLLow
(By Ron Scherer)

It could be a summer of rising interest
rates.

That’s the sobering prospect for the U.S.
economy following news that the inflation
rate is running at a quickening pace. Higher
prices for such things as airline tickets,
housing, healthcare—and of course, gaso-
line—are now starting to eat into consumer
pocketbooks.

Wednesday, the Labor Department re-
ported the May Consumer Price Index (CPI)
rose 0.4 percent, after a 0.6 percent rise in
April. This is well above the comfort level of
the Federal Reserve, the nation’s chief infla-
tion-fighter.

The latest numbers just about guarantee
the Fed will hike interest rates at the end of
the month. Its new chairman, Ben Bernanke,
an avowed inflation-fighter, may follow that
with yet another increase in August.

The inflation pop, however, comes at a
time when the economy may be starting to
cool. This could keep the Fed from hitting
the brakes too hard.

“The Fed is going to have to raise rates
more out of a desire to keep the market from
thinking the new sheriff in town is not seri-
ous about fighting inflation,” says Anthony
Chan, chief economist at JP Morgan Private
Client Services in Columbus, Ohio. ‘‘Prices
are rising against a backdrop of weakening
housing and other parts of the economy.”’

Economists are most concerned that rising
prices seem to have moved beyond the en-
ergy sector. Removing food and energy—
typically the most volatile prices—from the
inflation rate indicates that ‘‘core’” prices in
May rose 0.3 percent. Over the past three
months, the core rate of inflation is up to an
annual rate of 3.8 percent, the fastest pace in
more than a decade.

“We’re seeing a near-term acceleration in
the core rate,” says Gregory Miller, chief
economist at Suntrust Banks in Atlanta.
“An increase of half a percentage point at
the next Fed meeting is a strong possibility
before the Fed decides to back away.”’

However, Mr. Chan reports that such a
large rate hike is not likely. In the past, Mr.
Bernanke has said previously, the Fed has
tended to ‘‘overshoot’ by raising rates too
high or dropping them too low. The central
bank would then have to change directions,
confusing the markets.

“I don’t think Bernanke is going to put in
a strong case for a half a percentage point
increase,” Chan says. Though the inflation
rate 1is accelerating, the economy has
changed considerably since the last major
period of inflation in the 1970s, Chan says.
Back then, whenever the consumer price
index rose, wages automatically ticked up
via ‘‘cost of living adjustments.”” Most of
those arrangements are now gone, he says,
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particularly at manufacturing facilities, like
General Motors Corp., where total remunera-
tion is being cut, not raised. ‘“‘A slowing
economy will eventually lead to diminished
pricing pressures,’”” Chan says.

Until that happens, consumers are starting
to feel the effects of rising prices on their
pocketbooks. For example, airfares rose 2.6
percent in May, according to the CPI report.
Brian Hoyt, a spokesman for Orbitz.com,
says airline ticket prices this summer are up
10 percent over last year’s.

Amy Kelley of Calverton, N.Y., can attest
to this. She’s been searching for less expen-
sive tickets for a vacation to Seattle. “I
can’t find the bargains I used to,” she says.

While the higher airline prices are related
to the rising cost of jet fuel, the CPI also
points to rising medical expenses, which
were up 0.3 percent in May. In Philadelphia,
Warren West, president of Greentree Broker-
age Services, says the cost of providing med-
ical benefits to his employees rose 16 percent
this year. “There is no way to pass this on to
the end user. We don’t have that kind of
pricing power,”” he says.

In fact, inflation in services is a growing
issue, says economist Robert Brusca of Fact
and Opinion Economics in New York. ‘“The
last two months there has been service-sec-
tor wage pressure,” Mr. Brusca says, point-
ing out that two-thirds of the jobs in the
economy are service-related. ‘‘Inflation pres-
sure on goods is not that bad, but in services
they seem to be building.”

Part of the reason for the service-sector
price increases is supply and demand, says
Sandy Horwitz, an accountant in Coral Ga-
bles, Fla. His firm, Goldstein Schechter
Price Lucas Horwitz & Co., has raised its
billing rates 5 to 7 percent this year, he esti-
mates. ‘“‘There is a shortage of accountants
and pretty strong demand out there, so we
need to meet people’s salary requirements,”’
he says.

Miami lawyer Matthew Krieger says de-
mand for his legal specialty, immigration
law, is so strong he has been able to increase
his billing rates from 10 to 20 percent this
year. ‘“‘There is a shortage of good attorneys
in our area,” he says. ‘“It’s a very complex
area of the law.”

In terms of prices, ‘‘rents’” is one of the
fastest ascending groups. The government
calculates rents by determining what indi-
viduals would pay for housing if they were
renting to themselves. Last month, rents
rose 0.6 percent, the fastest pace in years.
Since housing represents 25 percent of the
CPI, it is a significant contributor to the
overall inflation jump.

In Miami, landlord David Lombardy says
tenants are not seeing rents climb—up about
30 percent in the past year, he estimates. A
one-bedroom apartment at the Mirador on
South Beach is now renting for $1,400 a
month, up from $1,000 a month last year, he
says.

Still, Mr. Lombardy expects rents to drop
eventually due to the rising number of lux-
ury condominiums coming on the market.
‘“All those people who bought on speculation
will try to flip them, and when they can’t do
that they will try to rent them. So this will
bring rents down in 12 to 18 months,” he
says.

———

THE IRAQ WAR “TALK-A-THON”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. DOGGETT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, Amer-
ica deserves a real choice about our fu-
ture in Iraq. But, instead, tomorrow it
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is presented with a false choice. Indeed,
not so much a debate about our future
in Iraq as a 10-hour or so talk-a-thon.
The talk-a-thon is about a resolution
that, much like the Iraq policy we have
seen over the last few years, is pre-
sented to this House without the abil-
ity of any Member of the House to
change a single word. You cannot dot
an ‘“‘i.” You cannot cross a ‘“t.” You
cannot offer an amendment. You can-
not offer a substitute or alternative
policy. Once again, in a very con-
strained and perverse way, the ques-
tion of Iraq is presented for Members
to talk, but not to act.

Indeed, the resolution itself tells the
whole story. It is entitled a resolution
which is ‘‘declaring that the United
States will prevail in the ‘Global War
on Terror.”” Wouldn’t it be wonderful
if by simply passing a declaration we
could declare the ‘“‘Global War on Ter-
ror’”’ won?

But tragically it is paper like this
that was offered by those who failed to
fulfill their decision-making and over-
sight responsibilities in this Congress
that exposed young men and women
from this country to the greatest dan-
ger. Instead of Kevlar vests, instead of
reinforced vehicles, they got paper res-
olutions. And paper resolutions could
not block the IEDs, and it could not
block the bullets that came the way of
our brave young men and women in
uniform. No. Indeed, other than paper
proclamations, the original claim was
the main thing our troops would need
in Iraq, as they were being sent off to
war, was a broom to sweep away all the
rose petals that would be thrown at
them in gratitude for them invading
Iraq. Well, of course, it did not turn
out that way.

This false choice that we are being
presented with tomorrow without any
opportunity to dot an ‘i’ or cross a
“t” deserves some consideration. It has
a ‘“Whereas’ clause that ‘‘by early 2003,
Saddam Hussein had supported
terrorists, constituted a threat against
global peace.”. The reason that lan-
guage is there is to perpetuate the lie,
and it is a lie, that Saddam Hussein
was somehow linked to the tragedy of
9/11.

Now, we know that Saddam Hussein
was a villain, a thug, a dictator, and a
tyrant. But there has been absolutely
no evidence presented to this Congress
to support the continued innuendo and
suggestion by this administration,
time and time again, that he somehow
was responsible for 9/11.

Then there is a clause in the resolu-
tion that ‘‘the terrorists have declared
Iraq to be the central front in the war
against all who oppose their ideology.
Well, the truth is it became a central
front only after President George Bush
started a war there. He provided the
terrorists with the opportunity; he
took our young men and women to
them, placed them in grave danger,
provided an inadequate number of
troops so that all these Iraqi ammuni-
tion and weapons dumps were open and
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