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The National Science Board is the gov-
erning body of the National Science Founda-
tion, an independent federal agency estab-
lished to promote the progress of science, ad-
vance the national health, prosperity, and wel-
fare, and secure the national defense. The
National Science Board has the duel respon-
sibilities of serving as the national science pol-
icy advisor to the President and the Congress
and serving as the governing board of the Na-
tional Science Foundation.

Today, the Nation and the world are con-
fronted with many questions about the pos-
sible impacts that human behavior is having
on the environment. We need to make sure
that our policy decisions are based on science
and not the other way around. With Mark Ab-
bott and others like him serving on the Na-
tional Science Board, | know that this will con-
tinue to be the case.

———————
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of William D. Pinkett, a distin-
guished member of the Brooklyn, New York
community. It behooves us to pay tribute to
this outstanding leader and | hope my col-
leagues will join me in recognizing his impres-
sive accomplishments.

William D. Pinkett was born in New Haven,
Connecticut to the late William Sheridan and
Hattie Pinkett. He is the fifth of five brothers,
all of whom have preceded him in death.

William (Bill as he is affectionately called by
most) came to Brooklyn as an infant, when his
parents came to New York seeking a better
life.

Bill was educated in the New York public
school system, attending PS 41, Junior High
School 210 and Boys High School. He re-
ceived his Bachelor of Arts Degree and Mas-
ters in Sociology from Brooklyn College. He
also received a Masters of Science Degree in
Educational Supervision from Pace University.
In 1950, the US Army drafted Bill and he
served in the infantry in Korea. In 1953, Bill
received an honorable discharge and was im-
mediately hired by the US Postal System.
While working as a clerk at night, Bill attended
graduate school and taught in the NYC Public
Schools on a per diem basis during the day.

After 10 years of postal employment, he as-
sumed a fulltime career as classroom teacher
for 22 years. He later served as an edu-
cational administrator at the Board of Edu-
cation headquarters for the next 10 years.
Bill's tenure at the New York City Board of
Education lasted 33 years. He retired in 1991,
as a licensed Senior Educational Administrator
of Curriculum and Staff Development.

Wherever Bill worked, he also served as a
union representative in those titles. Upon re-
tirement at the Board it was to be expected
that he would become an elected officer in the
Retired School Supervisors Chapter of the
Council of Supervisors and Administrators
(CSA). In his capacity as a Trustee of the
CSA Retiree Welfare fund, Bill continues to
serve as a champion for the rights and bene-
fits for retirees of his former union.
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Given Bill's leadership abilities, it was not a
surprise that he was elected Chairman of the
City-Wide Council of Municipal Retiree Organi-
zations (COMRO), which is comprised of retir-
ees from over 40 New York City unions, rep-
resenting in excess of 150,000 retirees. Bill is
completing his second term as Chairman of
this distinguished organization of uniformed
and civilian retirees, which seeks to maintain
and improve the health benefits of all munic-
ipal retirees as well as keeping a watchful eye
on legislation that impact upon New York
City’s five pension systems.

Bill will be quick to tell you that whatever
skills in public relations with workers and retir-
ees he might have, came about because he
learned so much from his master teacher (and
late wife), New York City Councilwoman Mary
Glover Pinkett.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that it is incumbent
on this body to recognize the accomplish-
ments of William D. Pinkett as he offers his
talents and services for the betterment of our
local and national communities.

Mr. Speaker, William Pinkett's selfless serv-
ice has continuously demonstrated a level of
altruistic dedication that makes him most wor-
thy of our recognition today.

———

TRANSPORTATION, TREASURY,
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MENT, THE JUDICIARY, THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA AND INDE-
PENDENT AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2007
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5576) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Trans-
portation, Treasury, and Housing and Urban
Development, the Judiciary, District of Co-
lumbia, and independent agencies for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2007, and for
other purposes:

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Chairman, | rise today
in support of H.R. 5576, the Transportation-
Treasury-Housing and Urban Development-Ju-
diciary-DC Appropriations Act of 2007.

This bill will provide over $139 billion in
budgetary resources, including direct appro-
priations and funds from the transportation
trust fund. Our highways and infrastructure
system built this Nation, and we need to main-
tain them. This legislation brings the funding
level to the amount required in the recently
passed transportation bill, provides over $1 bil-
lion for Amtrak and other rail service, as well
as the funds needed to maintain our Commu-
nity Development Block Grant and elderly
housing programs.

But | believe that this could have been a
better bill. The proposed cuts to the HUD pro-
grams such as Hope VI and Section 8 housing
for the elderly should have been rejected.

| support H.R. 5576 as amended, and urge
my colleagues to join me in voting for this bill.
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay special tribute to Francis (Frank) P.
Canali on the occasion of his retirement from
the Worcester, Massachusetts Public Schools.
The end of this school year marks the end of
Frank’s distinguished thirty-four year career as
a teacher and administrator at Worcester Vo-
cational High School. During his long tenure,
Frank has gained a well-deserved reputation
as a talented professional educator who is
widely respected and admired for his unfailing
devotion to Worcester Voke.

The longevity of Frank Canali’s career is not
only impressive, it is also inspiring. In an age
when loyalty is becoming an increasingly rare
quality, Frank’s steadfast commitment to the
students, faculty and staff of Worcester Yoke
reminds us all what one man can accomplish
when he dedicates his life’s work to the better-
ment of a single institution. When Frank walks
out the doors of Worcester Voke for the last
time, he will leave the school an infinitely bet-
ter place than he found it.

Frank began teaching at Worcester Voca-
tional High School in 1972 as a graphic arts
instructor in the evening program. He later
taught offset lithography, both in the Career
Educational Training Program and at Worces-
ter Vocational High School, before becoming
head of the graphic communications depart-
ment in 1980. Along the way Frank furthered
his own education by earning a bachelor's of
science degree in education and a master's
degree in administration of occupational edu-
cation. He was subsequently appointed assist-
ant principal in 2000 and ultimately principal in
2003. As Frank now prepares to end his ca-
reer as principal, he leaves Worcester Voca-
tional High School as one of the highest-per-
forming public schools in the City of Worcester
and with a new state-of-the-art facility that is
the envy of every community in the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts. Both remarkable
achievements are due in no small part to the
immeasurable and lasting contributions Frank
has made during his career. His positive influ-
ence has benefited an untold number of young
men and women, and his legacy will be that
he tirelessly demanded that vocational edu-
cation receive the attention, emphasis and in-
vestment it rightly deserves and that our na-
tion so desperately needs.

Mr. Speaker, as the brother of two Worces-
ter public school teachers, | know well the
great challenges and demands our educators
face on a daily basis. For thirty-four years,
Frank Canali has met and mastered those
daily challenges. He enters retirement with the
quiet pride and satisfaction of knowing that he
has truly made a difference. | wish to offer my
heartfelt appreciation for Frank’s public service
to the families of Worcester, Massachusetts,
and | wish him and his wife Pattie, their chil-
dren and grandchildren a happy and healthy
retirement. He has earned it.
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