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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). Members are advised that 2
minutes remain in this vote.
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Mr. OBERSTAR and Mr. KENNEDY
of Rhode Island changed their vote
from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”

So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated against:

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. Mr. Speaker,
on Friday, June 16, 2006, had | been present,
| would have voted “nay” on H. Res. 861, the
resolution on the War in Iraq.

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present for rollcall vote 288, for H. Res. 861,
| would have voted “nay” on this non-binding
and toothless sham of a resolution, that was
not a meaningful legislative document.

———————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, on June 15,
2006, | was unable to be present for rollcall
vote 287 due to a family emergency.

On rollcall vote No. 287, if present, | would
have voted “aye.”

On June 16, 2006, | was unable to be
present for rollcall vote 288 due to the same
family emergency.

On rolicall vote No. 288, if present, | would
have voted “yea.”

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, | was
regrettably unable to be on the House Floor
for rollcall vote 288, final passage of H. Res.
861: Declaring that the United States will pre-
vail in the Global War on Terror, the struggle
to protect freedom from the terrorist adversary.
Had | been able to be here | would have voted
“aye” on rollcall vote 288.

We are in a world war against terrorism, a
world war, and Iraq is a major battlefield of
that war right now. The reason we are not
being attacked in large part here in the United
States, in my opinion, is because our your
men and women in uniform serving in Iraq are
making sacrifices over there, in the middle of
the storm, where terrorism has its genesis,
where Iran and Syria and other countries are
supporting terrorism. The terrorists and their
state-sponsors do not want democracy to
flourish over there, because they know their
days will be numbered if democracy succeeds.
The killing of Al Qaeda leader Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi shows that our young men and
women fighting over there are making the ter-
rorist days numbered, in my opinion.

| would like to just make one quote from Sir
Winston Churchill, when | think about my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle and they
start talking about how we have to get out of
there right now. Sir Winston Churchill, who
was one of the greatest leaders of the 20th
century, he said in a speech that he made en-
titted “We Shall Fight on the Beaches,” which
is very famous, he says: “Wars are not won
by evacuations.” You do not win by retreating.
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REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 4157

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that my name be with-
drawn as a cosponsor of H.R. 4157, the
Health Information Technology Pro-
motion Act.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentlewoman from
California?

There was no objection.

————

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise for
the purposes of inquiring of the major-
ity leader the calendar.

I yield to my friend Mr. BOEHNER, the
majority leader.

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the whip for yielding.

Next week we will convene on Mon-
day at 12:30 for morning hour and 2
o’clock for legislative business. We will
consider several measures under sus-
pension of the rules. A list of those will
be sent out by the end of today. Any
votes called on these will be rolled
until 5 p.m. on Monday. I want to re-
peat that: 5 p.m. we will vote on Mon-
day.

For the balance of the week, the
House will consider on Tuesday, the
Department of Defense appropriation
bill; Wednesday, the Voting Rights
Act, the reauthorization and several
amendments; and on Thursday, we will
do the legislative line item veto.

I will remind Members there are no
votes next Friday.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the leader for
his information.

The leader and I had a brief conversa-
tion, as you recall, with reference to
the time when we would vote on Mon-
day. I know that you have considered
that, but I would again reiterate, as
you know, one of the problems is in
order for a Member on the west coast
to get here, they need at least until
5:30 to be assured of being available for
a vote. I know you must have consid-
ered this.

Mr. BOEHNER.
would yield.

Mr. HOYER. I yield to my friend.

Mr. BOEHNER. We have discussed it.
It is somewhat problematic, but I
think what I would say to my col-
league is let me keep working with you
to see if we can’t come to some agree-
ment. I think 6 o’clock would be too
late but 5:30 may work. We will con-
tinue to work with you on that.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman. I
look forward to working with him on
this to accommodate those Members on
the west coast in particular.

There is a change in the announced
schedule with regard to first votes, as
we have discussed, and I appreciate
your responding to that.

With respect to the Labor-Health
bill, it was our expectation that the

If the gentleman

June 16, 2006

Labor-Health-Education appropriations
bill, which was reported out of com-
mittee this week, would be on the floor
this coming week. As you know, that
included within it a bipartisan-ap-
proved increase in the minimum wage,
by $2.10, to $7.25 over the next 30
months. I notice that that bill is not on
the schedule for next week. Can you
tell me the status of the Health and
Human Services appropriations bill?

I yield to my friend.

Mr. BOEHNER. We are continuing to
work with the appropriators, trying to
resolve some issues in order to find a
way to bring it to the floor, but we do
not expect to consider it next week.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for that information.

If I might follow it up, we would very
much hope that the amendment that
was adopted, and we believe is sup-
ported by over 80 percent of the Amer-
ican public, would be protected under
the rule. We obviously understand that
it is legislation on an appropriation
bill and would require a waiver, as
many have been given in the past. I
would respectfully request that you
look at that and, in light of the fact of
the bipartisan support in the com-
mittee, seriously consider and hope-
fully give a waiver so that that matter
may be considered on the floor with a
vote by the membership.

If you have any comment, I would be
glad to yield.

Mr. BOEHNER. I understand your in-
terest.

Mr. HOYER. It will be continuing. I
thank you.

We understood next week was sup-
posed to be health care week. Yet no
health care legislation is listed. For ex-
ample, the Health IT or the bill au-
thored by Mr. SHADEGG are not on your
announcement. When do you anticipate
we may see either of these pieces of
legislation on the floor?

Mr. BOEHNER. We were hoping to do
that Health IT bill next week. We have
got some scoring issues and some what
we believe are problems with CBO that
we are trying to iron out. So I would
expect hopefully those will be ironed
out next week and possibly bring that
bill up for the following week.

Mr. HOYER. Thank you.

The last question I would ask you,
Mr. Leader, you and I have had a dis-
cussion. You have been in the leader-
ship of the consideration of the pension
reform legislation. Obviously, we all
know it is critical to employees, crit-
ical to companies. It has been now
pending in conference for many, many
months. I am wondering whether or not
you might give us some thought as to
its status and its prospects.

I yield to my friend.

Mr. BOEHNER. As the gentleman
knows, I do several media events every
week where members of the press rou-
tinely ask me every Tuesday and every
Thursday the same question, and as
you know, this is a very difficult issue.
Protecting Americans’ pensions and
the commitments that have been made
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