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Its heritage was cleaner, better life,

Within the richest storehouse of them all.

With timber, oil and gas and salt and coal,

It bargained in the world’s huge market-
place.

The mountain empire reached a mighty goal;

It never ran a pauper’s sordid race.

And best of all, it sire a hardy flock

Whose fame will grow with centuries to be,

Tough as a white-oak stump or limestone
rock,

The mountaineers who always shall be free.

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-

lowing statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)
e Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
today, I am honored to celebrate the
great State of West Virginia. June 20,
2006, commemorates; the 143rd birthday
of the ‘“Wild and Wonderful” State of
West Virginia marking a milestone in
both national and state history.

The historical importance of West
Virginia should not be underestimated.
Born in 1863 out of the turmoil of the
Civil War, it has become synonymous
with dedication, hard work, and integ-
rity. West Virginia emerged as a
staunch supporter of individuality,
freedom, and tolerance. The common
experience of the Civil War forged a
unique bond of fraternity and camara-
derie between its citizens. The com-
mendable citizens of our great State
exemplify all of the aforementioned at-
tributes through their unending com-
mitments to their jobs, communities,
and families.

People, however, are not the sole at-
traction to the State. The West Vir-
ginia experience is transforming and
mesmerizing. Visitors from around the
world enjoy the vibrantly lush forests,
clearly flowing streams, and majestic
snow-capped mountains, which provide
excellent outlets for recreational activ-
ity. Hiking, mountain biking, hunting,
fishing, whitewater rafting, skiing, and
golfing are just a few of the amenities
provided in the treasure that is West
Virginia.

The culture of West Virginia rivals
nature in beauty and intensity. Music,
history, pottery, glass, and storytelling
make up a patchwork quilt of extraor-
dinary experiences. HEach individual,
young or old, visitor or native, is
wrapped warmly into West Virginia’s
comforting blanket of culture and

identity.
The West Virginia motto, ‘‘Moun-
taineers are always free,” rings

throughout the State with resounding
force. Jerry West, Pearl Buck, Chuck
Yeager, and Senator ROBERT C. BYRD
are just a few of the influential people
of our time from West Virginia. As of
June 12, 2006, Senator BYRD has had the
distinction of being the longest serving
Senator in U.S. history. Clearly, West
Virginia has provided and continues to
provide successful and inspiring indi-
viduals to the world.

Sadly, West Virginia has seen great
tragedy in the last year: In four sepa-
rate mining accidents, 19 miners have
lost their lives. Coal production is
woven into the fabric of our State.
While we always knew of the risks, los-
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ing loved ones is always devastating.
Following those accidents, the Nation
finally focused on what West Virginia
has long known—we must improve
mine safety. Currently, 40,000 direct
jobs are supplied by the coal industry’s
influence in the State. This month, the
MINER Act was signed into law by
President Bush. This momentous step
in mine safety legislation will bring
greater safety to the brave men and
women who work in the mines. The im-
portant role coal plays in the culture,
economy, and history of West Virginia
cannot be understated. The jobs pro-
vided through the coal industry con-
tribute to the well-being of thousands
of West Virginians, they increase State
development, and they enhance the
economic vitality of the State. It is our
responsibility to make sure that min-
ers are safe, secure, and protected.

In addition to some of the hardships
our State has faced since its 142nd
birthday, we also have a lot to cele-
brate: The Toyota Motor Manufac-
turing Plant located in Buffalo, WV,
recently celebrated its 10th anniver-
sary. Since its inception in 1996, the
plant has expanded five times and has
been the single most productive engine
and transmission facility in all of
North America for 4 consecutive years.
In 1996, 350 jobs were provided by the
Toyota plant. By 2007, it is estimated
that 1,150 workers will be employed by
the organization.

Additionally, the West Virginia Uni-
versity football team won the right to
participate in the 2006 Sugar Bowl in
Atlanta, GA. In a stunning victory, the
West Virginia University Mountaineers
upset the University of Georgia Bull-
dogs 38 to 35. The Mountaineers fin-
ished the season ranked fifth overall in
the Associated Press poll tying the
highest ranking in school history.

I am proud to represent West Vir-
ginia. I am proud to live in West Vir-
ginia, and I am proud to be called a
West Virginian. Today, it is my great
honor to celebrate and commemorate
the 143rd birthday of the “Wild and
Wonderful”’ State of West Virginia.e

——————

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I
would like the RECORD to reflect that I
was necessarily absent on Monday
June 19, 2006, for rollcall vote No. 175,
the confirmation of the nomination of
Sandra Segal Ikuta, of California, to be
U.S. circuit court judge. Unfortu-
nately, my flight from South Dakota
to Washington, DC, was delayed due to
bad weather. Had I been present for
this vote, I would have voted in favor
of the nomination.

———

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

LIEUTENANT COLONEL CHARLES E. MUNIER

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I wish
today to express our Nation’s deepest
thanks and gratitude to a special man
and his family. I recently received
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word of the untimely death of LTC
Charles Munier of Wheatland, WY,
while serving his country in the war on
terrorism. Lieutenant Colonel Munier
passed away on Monday, June 12, 2006,
at Walter Reed Hospital following a
stroke suffered while serving in Af-
ghanistan where he was helping to
train the Afghan army.

Lieutenant Colonel Munier served in
Wyoming National Guard as facilities
manager for Camp Guernsey, Wyo-
ming’s training center for both Guard
and Active-Duty military. He is re-
membered by his brother soldiers as a
pivotal member of the Camp Guernsey
staff and an outstanding officer who
took his duties as a citizen soldier very
seriously. In his civilian life, Lieuten-
ant Colonel Munier worked for the
Platte County Sheriff’s Office as the
jail administrator.

Lieutenant Colonel Munier epito-
mized the ethos of the citizen soldier.
He did not hesitate to put down the
plowshare and pick up the rifle when
his country needed him. It is because of
people like Charles Munier that we
continue to live safe and free. Amer-
ica’s men and women who answer the
call of service and wear our Nation’s
uniform deserve respect and recogni-
tion for the enormous burden that they
willingly bear. They put everything on
the line every day, and because of these
folks, our Nation remains free and
strong in the face of danger.

Lieutenant Colonel Munier is sur-
vived by his wife Nancy, his daughter
Victoria Rice, and her husband Tim,
and his brothers and sisters in arms of
the Wyoming National Guard. Today
we say goodbye to a husband, a father,
and an American soldier. Our Nation
pays its deepest respect to L'TC Charles
E. Munier for his courage, his love of
country, and his sacrifice, so that we
may remain free. He was a hero in life,
and he remains a hero in death. All of
Wyoming and, indeed, the entire Na-
tion are proud of him.

———

INSTABILITY IN SOMALIA

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, given
the continuing instability in Somalia,
the growing tensions between the
Transitional Federal Government and
the Islamic Courts Union, ICU, and the
worsening humanitarian conditions
throughout the country, it is more es-
sential than ever that the U.S. Govern-
ment and the international community
engage fully in efforts to bring about a
peaceful solution to the conflict that
has plagued Somalia for more than 15
years.

Most immediately, it is essential
that the ICU recognize the legitimacy
of the TFG and that it engage in good-
faith efforts to support the TFG’s role
and authority as Somalia’s legitimate
Government. The ICU must take imme-
diate actions to begin assisting the
TFG to extend its authority to
Mogadishu, and it must do so in a
transparent and expeditious manner.
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The international community must
also play a productive—and more ag-
gressive—role. The United Nations
must address this issue immediately
and must make the necessary decisions
and actions to allow for every option
and tool for establishing stability in
Somalia to be pursued. It is clear that
both regional and international efforts
must be strengthened and coordinated
more effectively, and we must heed the
calls of international humanitarian or-
ganizations on the ground for addi-
tional humanitarian assistance to in-
creasingly vulnerable populations
there.

Somalia’s neighbors must be cau-
tious and patient as conditions within
Somalia continue to change. Somalia’s
neighbors must play a supportive role
to the efforts of the TFG, the United
Nations, and the African Union to se-
cure peace. Hasty, aggressive, or med-
dling actions could undermine or fur-
ther complicate efforts to find a polit-
ical solution to the stand-off between
the TFG and Islamic Courts Union. All
international actions relating to Soma-
lia must be coordinated, and activities
that may undermine current efforts
there must not be tolerated.

Finally, the U.S. Government must
take instability in Somalia seriously.
Just last week, Ambassador Hank
Crumpton, the State Department’s co-
ordinator for counterterrorism, testi-
fied in front of the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee and said that the
State Department has only one full-
time Foreign Service officer, based in
Nairobi, working on Somalia-related
issues. The administration has failed to
create a strategy for Somalia and is
only now, after years and years of in-
stability and chaos throughout the
country, engaging in international ef-
forts to address some of the problems
Somalia faces. The administration
must create one sound policy frame-
work to support stabilizing and re-
building Somalia within which all U.S.
Government activities can be coordi-
nated. It must also appoint a senior-
level coordinator to manage the multi-
faceted challenges that conditions in
Somalia pose to both the TUnited.
States and the international commu-
nity.

Past efforts have been insufficient. It
is past time to take the deteriorating
conditions within Somalia seriously,
and we must do so immediately. Re-
cent developments in Somalia threaten
to destabilize the entire region and
plunge Somalia further in to despair.
We can help prevent this if we act now.

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I rise
today to discuss the issue of religious
freedom. The freedom to believe and
worship how one chooses is essential.
However, as we strive for greater reli-
gious freedom and tolerance through-
out the world, we have witnessed activ-
ist judges chip away at our own reli-
gious freedoms. These activist judges
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have worked diligently to restrict our
rights to express our religious beliefs
under the guise of separation of church
and state.

Many of the court decisions that
have Dbroadened Americans’ first
amendment right to free speech, over-
reach. In an effort to promote toler-
ance, religious expression is in fact,
being censored.

Our Founding Fathers proclaimed
liberty to be an unalienable right be-
stowed by our Creator—‘‘We hold these
Truths to be self-evident, that all men
are . . . endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit
of Happiness . . .” Yet unelected, ac-
tivist judges are rewriting history.
They have decided that, in fact, the
Founding Fathers did not intend for
there to be freedom of religious expres-
sion but, rather, freedom from reli-
gious expression.

Thirty years of public opinion polls
have shown that more than 75 percent
of Americans support a constitutional
amendment to protect voluntary
school prayer. However, the Supreme
Court has said such an act violates the
constitutional separation of church
and state—again, another act that
forces freedom from religious expres-
sion rather than freedom of religious
expression.

It is not simply this decision but a
growing and disturbing trend in our
Federal courts to deny the rights of
our States and our citizens to acknowl-
edge God openly and freely. In fact, re-
citing the words ‘‘one Nation under
God” in the Pledge of Allegiance has
been ruled unconstitutional as has dis-
playing the Ten Commandments in a
State building in my home State of
Alabama. These tortured legal deci-
sions distort our Constitution, our Na-
tion’s history and its tradition in an ef-
fort to secularize our system of govern-
ment and divest morality from our rule
of law.

We simply cannot divest God from
our country. Our country has no foun-
dation without a basic recognition that
God invests us at birth with basic indi-
vidual rights that we all enjoy as
Americans. In fact, our Government
and our laws are based on Judeo-Chris-
tian values and a recognition of God as
our Creator.

Our motto is “‘In God We Trust.” It is
enshrined on our currency.

Our national anthem recognizes our
motto as ‘“‘In God is Our Trust.”

As Federal officials, each of us has
taken an oath of office. The President
takes a similar one. State and local of-
ficials and our military personnel all
swear a similar oath. Jurors and wit-
nesses in our State and Federal courts
take an oath as do witnesses before
Congress. We all swear to uphold the
Constitution or tell the truth, ‘‘so help
me God.”

Our courts, including the Supreme
Court, recognize God in their official
proceedings, both the House and Sen-
ate acknowledge God through an open-
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ing prayer every morning. Our public
buildings and monuments honor this
heritage through various depictions of
the basic moral foundations of our laws
and system of government.

My point is that you simply cannot
divest God from our country. Despite
the actions of these activist judges, our
country has no foundation without a
basic recognition that God invests us
at birth with basic individual rights—
such as the blessings of liberty—that
we all enjoy as Americans.

Again, I believe that the courts have
exceeded their power. They have over-
reached. To that end, I have introduced
the Constitution Restoration Act. This
legislation recognizes the rights of the
States and the people as embodied in
the Declaration of Independence and
the Constitution—9th and 10th amend-
ments—to acknowledge God.

The Constitution Restoration Act
goes to the very foundation of our
country and the legitimacy of our sys-
tem of government. Thomas Jefferson
in his first inaugural address said that
“The wisdom of our sages and the
blood of our heros have been devoted to
[the] attainment’” of our liberty and
form of government.

If we are to maintain our form of
government, we must ensure that ac-
tivist judges are not permitted to take
away our religious liberties. The very
foundation of our government cannot
and should not be expunged from public
view—an unelected Federal judiciary
should not be allowed to outlaw all
public acknowledgments of God. We
must protect our very basic freedom of
religious expression.

Mr. President, I encourage my col-
leagues to work with me to protect
this basic freedom by supporting the
Constitution Restoration Act.

DRY EYE AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, today I
rise to call attention to an important
but often overlooked chronic illness:
dry eyes. The Sjogren’s Syndrome
Foundation and National Women’s
Health Resource Center have declared
July Dry Eye Awareness Month.

Every year, chronic dry eye syn-
drome affects nearly 10 million Ameri-
cans of all ages; many sufferers will go
undiagnosed. Without tears, good vi-
sion is impossible. Dry eye syndrome
can cause devastating symptoms, in-
cluding constant pain, an inability to
focus, and, in severe cases, serious vis-
ual impairment. It can significantly af-
fect a person’s quality of life, increas-
ing the risk of problems with reading,
professional work, computer use, and
night driving.

Americans suffering with dry eye
syndrome either do not produce enough
tears, or have poor quality tears and/or
excessive tear evaporation. Either
problem causes their eyes to sting and
burn, feel scratchy, become irritated,
or excessively tear. Most people with
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