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and he also served through appointment on
the Oregon Investment Council from 1973 to
1986 as chairman. The Oregonian observed
that unpaid public service has rarely, if ever,
generated such a profound financial benefit for
Oregonians.

Mr. Meier served with distinction as chair-
man of the board of trustees for the Portland
Art Museum, and as director of Pacific West-
ern Bank, Pac West Bancorp, NI Industries,
Fred Meyer, Inc., Key Bank of Oregon, Red
Lion Inns, Key Trust Company of the North-
west and The Acorn Family of Funds. Mr.
Meier also gave generously of his time and
talents through his service on the boards of
the Catlin Gabel School, University of Oregon
Health Sciences Center, Good Samaritan Hos-
pital, the Oregon Historical Society and the
Legacy Health Systems Retirement Trust.

Mr. Meier is survived by his wife, Laura, his
daughters, Alix Goodman and Jill Garvey, his
sons-in-law, Tom Goodman and Tony Garvey,
and four grandchildren—Laura and Caroline
Garvey, and Andrew and Reed Goodman. He
is also survived by his nieces and their
spouses, Lynn Meier Novelli and Michael
Novelli, Mary Meier Ryan and Dan Ryan, and
Muffie Meier; and his grand-nephews Alex-
ander Mansfield Novelli and J. Allen Meier
Ryan.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in extending our sympathy to the entire Meier
family. Roger Meier was a national treasure
who loved his community and his country and
served them exceedingly well. He will always
be missed and never be forgotten.
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Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
before you today deeply honored and humbled
to recognize the contributions of one of the
140 remaining Tuskegee Airmen, Mr. Rudolph
Berthoud. To understand the achievements
and sacrifice of Mr. Berthoud, | feel it is in-
cumbent upon me to discuss the accomplish-
ments of the elite group of fighters to which
Mr. Rudolph Berthoud belonged.

In thinking of the Tuskegee Airmen | am re-
minded of the words of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., who once said that if a man is called to
be a street sweeper, he should sweep streets
so well that all the hosts of heaven and earth
will pause to say, “Here lived a great street
sweeper who did his job well.” The Tuskegee
Airmen were called to a task far greater, both
dangerous and unprecedented. As the first
black combat pilots to serve in the air force
they served just as Dr. King’s metaphorical
street sweeper.

The Tuskegee Airmen flew and defended
their country so well that their allies, as well as
their opposition, knew them for their skill. One
of the fighter squadrons that made up the all
black 332nd fighter group was the only fighter
group in World War Il that never lost a fighter.
The courage and commitment of the
Tuskegee Airmen led to President Truman’s
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decree to desegregate the U.S. Armed Forces
less than a decade after the end of World War
Il.

As a Tuskegee Airman, Mr. Berthoud was
an American hero in the truest sense. He
fought to defeat the destructive and
xenophobic powers of his day that sought to
extinguish the flames of freedom and liberty.
Mr. Berthoud joined this prestigious group in
1942 at the tender age of 18. He received an
assignment to the 477th Medium Bomber Unit
which was the first black bomber unit in the
United States Air Force. After receiving an offi-
cial discharge, Mr. Berthoud bravely remained
in service for a total of 3 years, rising to the
rank of Second Lieutenant. Upon leaving the
Armed Forces, Mr. Berthoud continued with
public service, returning to New York City,
where he was born in 1924, to join the New
York City Police Department.

Tuskegee University recently recognized Mr.
Berthoud for his service as a Tuskegee Air-
man. On May 14, 2006, Mr. Berthoud and 11
other Tuskegee Airmen received honorary
doctorates in honor of the legacy of their serv-
ice and numerous achievements. Today, Mr.
Berthoud is a proud member of the national
and Atlanta chapters of the Tuskegee Airmen,
Inc. Mr. Berthoud has remained a committed
member of Fountain of Faith Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Riverdale, Georgia, for more
than 10 years and served on many auxiliaries:
the Feeding Ministry, the R.B. Newman Male
Chorus, Men of Faith, and an officer for the
Trustee Board.

By honoring a man who so nobly served our
nation abroad, in the face of discrimination at
home and doubt in his equal ability, we are
turning a page in history books yet written. Mr.
Berthoud remains a modest and humble man
and is truly deserving of this honor. | join
Fountain of Faith Missionary Baptist Church in
saluting a national hero who calls the 13th
Congressional District of Georgia home.

———

COMMENDING THE PATRIOT
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Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in support of House Resolution 731, com-
mending the Patriot Guard Riders for their re-
sponse to the unwelcome, disrespectful and
distasteful protests occurring at the funerals of
fallen servicemen across our country. Amer-
ica’s fallen heroes deserve respect. America’s
fallen heroes have earned respect. | am
pleased that the sanctity of their sacrifice
along with the sanctity of each fallen hero’s
family and friends being able to mourn their
loss while celebrating the life of their lost loved
one in dignified burial ceremonies is being
protected through the selflessness and com-
mitment of the Patriot Guard Riders.

Since August of 2005 the Patriot Guard Rid-
ers have protected the families and friends of
America’s fallen soldiers from radical pro-
testers who have sought to disrupt a sac-
rosanct time of mourning and ritual. Clad in
leather and proudly waving the red, white, and
blue, the Patriot Guard Riders impose a
daunting wall to all who attempt or intend to
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disrupt funeral proceedings. With a member-
ship based solely on respect for fallen heroes,
their families, and their communities, the Pa-
triot Guard Riders have sought to rise above
the jeers of protesters with the revving of mo-
torcycle engines, thereby preserving the dig-
nity of a military funeral.

| commend the Patriot Guard Riders for
their loyal allegiance to the principles of integ-
rity and to the preservation of the sanctity of
service. | join my colleagues in support of the
Patriot Riders and in support of House Reso-
lution 731.

———

INTRODUCTION OF AFRICAN
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, yesterday | intro-
duced the African Development Foundation
Act of 2006.

This legislation re-authorizes the African De-
velopment Foundation (ADF) and reaffirms the
great work it does in Africa for entrepreneurs,
small businesses and micro/credit community
programs.

For more than 20 years, the African Devel-
opment Foundation has been a powerful ex-
ample of both the compassion and the innova-
tion of the American people as it has helped
the poor across Africa.

The Foundation is a unique and highly ef-
fective program. It is the only United States
Government agency working directly at the
grassroots, supporting African-designed and
African-driven solutions to economic and so-
cial problems.

The ADF enables individuals and groups to
get out of poverty by putting their own ideas
to work, not someone else’s.

In 2005, ADF’s investments across Africa
created more than 110,000 jobs for poor Afri-
cans, generated $70 million in gross revenues
for enterprises, and almost 65 percent of
micro and small entrepreneurs assisted by
ADF were women.

ADF is demonstrating that African entre-
preneurs and farmers can compete in the
global marketplace. It is helping them improve
quality to meet international standards and to
increase quantity to meet demand.

ADF-assisted groups had $35 million in ex-
port sales in 2005. For example thousands of
poor, small farmers in Uganda have been
taught how to grow vanilla. Moreover, they are
getting significant value-added by curing and
grading it for the international market, where it
competes favorably with Madagascar and
other producers.

In Tanzania, ADF is helping several thou-
sand small sugar cane producers improve
their income. Mtibwa Sugar has increased its
gross export revenues by 423 percent over
the past 3 years, from US$1.188 million during
FY 2002 to US$5.034 million in FY 2005. In
the Ruembe Outgrowers Association, sugar
cane yields per hectare are up 30 percent and
cumulative export sales stand at US$4.7 mil-
lion.

The number of participating cane farmers
has increased by 50 percent since project in-
ception and the income of the 1,440 growers
has almost doubled as a consequence of
ADF’s investment.
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