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a junior officer should never ask the Legisla-
tive Assistant to the Commandant for a de-
scription of his duties and responsibilities.
With that said, I did notice that every time
Col Hittle came charging into Gen Riseley’s
office he closed the door behind him. While I
readily admit to not being a ‘‘rocket sci-
entist,” I did surmise that there were some
“big time”’ discussions underway. But, as the
saying goes: ‘‘Nothing succeeds quite like
success.” I was soon to learn that by work-
ing closely with the Congress, where Mem-
bers and their staffs knew him, respected
him, and trusted him, Don Hittle had effec-
tively minimized the repercussions from Rib-
bon Creek. One senior Member from the
House of Representatives was heard to say:
“Don Hittle is the best damned Legislative
Assistant the Marine Corps has ever had.”

One could go on for hours, perhaps days,
about Don’s myriad contributions to his
country and his Corps. As an example, I
could tell you how he more than any other
saved the Army Navy Club from extinction.
Senator John Warner, who is here with us
today, could tell you that when he was Sec-
retary of the Navy he never had a more
imaginative and dedicated Assistant Sec-
retary. Joe Bartlett, the former House Read-
ing Clerk and a retired Marine Corps general,
could tell you how Don Hittle was respon-
sible for the creation of the dynamic Con-
gressional Marine Club. Incidentally, Jim
Lawrence, who is also with us today, once
said of this organization: ‘‘Congress created
the Marine Corps—Congress has sustained
the Marine Corps—Congress had mandated
the mission of the Marine Corps—through
this organization we are now bonded to each
other forever.”

In the end, however, all of his many other
contributions to his country and to his be-
loved Corps pale by comparison to what he
accomplished as a member of the renowned
“Chowder Society,” that elite group of bril-
liant Marine officers who, in the aftermath
of World War II when the very life of our
Corps was threatened, ensured that our ex-
istence, our roles, and our missions were
written into law. Don’s critical role in the
survival of his Corps was best described by
Gen Merrill Twining when he inscribed his
book “No Bended Knee.” ‘““To: Don Hittle,
Who saved our Corps.”” There can be no doubt
that the Corps we have today, with three ac-
tive divisions and wings written into law,
owes an enormous debt of gratitude to BGen
James D. Hittle, USMC (Ret).

Isn’t it ironic to remember that 55 years
ago certain groups, whose objectives were in-
imical to the survival of our Corps, were at-
tempting to relegate us into insignificance.
Today, with a lion’s share of the credit for
making it possible going to Don Hittle, we
have just heard that Jim Jones, our 32d Com-
mandant, is soon to be the Supreme Allied
Commander in Europe. Our congratulations
go to Jim—his Corps is very proud—Don
Hittle is very proud!

Several years after my retirement, Don
asked me to join him for lunch at his Army
Navy Club. His purpose was to ask if I would
give his eulogy. I was honored beyond belief,
but did not look forward to the day when it
would become a reality.

Before closing, let me share with you a
story that Joe Bartlett told me last week.

Jinny and Joe are members of a Bible class
at their church. As a gesture of their love
and caring for those who are terminally ill,
the class prepares an audio tape for their lis-
tening. On one side they include the pa-
tient’s favorite hymns, and, on the other, a
medley of their favorite tunes. During Don’s
last days with us—a time when he was under
heavy sedation—Joe swears that Don’s body
stiffened to attention every time ‘‘The Ma-
rine’s Hymn’’ was played.
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In closing, let me remind you that Don
lived by two simple words—words which have
given inspiration to our Corps for over 200
years—Semper Fidelis—always faithful.

Don Hittle was always:

Semper Fidelis to his God.

Semper Fidelis to his country.

Semper Fidelis to his family.

Semper Fidelis to his Corps.

And, Semper Fidelis to his fellow man.

In Don’s memory, then, let us share these
meaningful words with each other as we
leave this holy place—and let us pray that
one day we can live in a world where all of
its citizens are Semper Fidelis to each other.
Don Hittle would like that.e

CONGRATULATING BISHOP
WILLIAMS

e Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I am hon-
ored to have the opportunity today to
recognize Bishop Preston Warren Wil-
liams II, a man of faith and conviction
and a leader in the African Methodist
Episcopal Church. I am privileged to
extend my congratulations to Bishop
Williams as he assumes the role of
president of the Council of Bishops.
This role requires an extraordinary
person, one of both strength and dis-
tinction, and the AME Church has
found one in Bishop Williams. Bishop
Williams, along with his wife Mother
Wilma Delores Webb-Williams as Epis-
copal Supervisor, have been dedicated
public servants and tireless advocates
for at-risk youth of the 7th district. I
am confident that Bishop Williams’
leadership will enrich the entire AME
community.

The AME Church has an unwavering
commitment to its members and
should be commended for its special
mission to strengthen the community
by encouraging and supporting chil-
dren. While leading the 7th District,
Bishop Williams built a partnership for
at-risk youth, helped lobby for a teen
mentoring program, and put in place
services to provide for children in pov-
erty.

When Bishop Williams served at the
17th District AME in Central Africa,
membership grew by over 100,000, even-
tually resulting in the creation of a
20th District. Fittingly, Bishop Wil-
liams used his power and influence to
bring people together and inspire hope
in that part of the world.

His dedication to faith and commu-
nity extends beyond the church into
academia. As chairman of Allen Uni-
versity in Columbia, SC, and member
of the board of Wesley Theological
Seminary in Washington, DC, Bishop
Williams brings his passion and fear-
less leadership to our students. Bishop
Williams is a spiritual leader, an activ-
ist, community leader, husband and
mentor. I join with others in lauding
his service, integrity, and vision.e

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.
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EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

TRANSMITTING LEGISLATION AND
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS TO IM-
PLEMENT THE UNITED STATES-
OMAN FREE TRADE AGREEMENT
(FTA)—PM 53

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit legislation
and supporting documents to imple-
ment the TUnited States-Oman Free
Trade Agreement (FTA). This FTA en-
hances our bilateral relationship with
a strategic friend and ally in the Mid-
dle East region. The FTA will benefit
the people of the United States and
Oman, illustrating for other developing
countries the advantages of open mar-
kets and increased trade.

In negotiating this FTA, my Admin-
istration was guided by the objectives
set out in the Trade Act of 2002. Con-
gressional approval of this FTA will
mark another important step towards
creating a Middle East Free Trade
Area. Like our FTA with Bahrain that
the Congress approved in December
2005, and our FTA with Morocco that
was approved in July 2004, this FTA of-
fers another important opportunity to
encourage economic reform in a mod-
erate Muslim nation. Oman is leading
the pursuit of social and economic re-
forms in the region, including by sell-
ing state-owned businesses, encour-
aging foreign investment connected to
broad-based development, and pro-
viding better protection for women and
workers. It is strongly in our national
interest to embrace these reforms and
do what we can to encourage them.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 26, 2006.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 5638. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to increase the unified
credit against the estate tax to an exclusion
equivalent of $5,000,000 and to repeal the sun-
set provision for the estate and generation-
skipping taxes, and for other purposes.

——————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
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accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-7314. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulations, Office
of Special Education and Rehabilitative
Services, Department of Education, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Disability and Rehabilitation Re-
search Projects and Centers Program—Spi-
nal Cord Injury Model Systems Centers and
Disability Rehabilitation Research Projects’’
received on June 18, 2006; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-7315. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulations, Office
of Special Education and Rehabilitative
Services, Department of Education, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Disability and Rehabilitation Re-
search Projects and Centers Program—Dis-
ability Rehabilitation Research Projects;
Funding Priorities” received on June 18,
2006; to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

EC-7316. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulations, Office
of Special Education and Rehabilitative
Services, Department of Education, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Disability and Rehabilitation Re-
search Projects and Centers Program; Fund-
ing Priorities’ received on June 18, 2006; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

EC-7317. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulations, Office
of Special Education and Rehabilitative
Services, Department of Education, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Office of Special Education Pro-
grams—State Personnel Development Grants
Program” received on June 18, 2006; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

EC-7318. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Policy, Management and
Budget, Department of the Interior, trans-
mitting, a report of proposed legislation that
amends certain provisions in the Energy Pol-
icy Act of 2005 and the Geothermal Steam
Act of 1970; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

EC-7319. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of
the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Endangered
and Threatened Wildlife and Plants;
Delisting of Agave arizonica (Arizona agave)
From the Federal List of Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants” (RIN1018-
AIT9) received on June 18, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

EC-7320. A communication from the Under
Secretary, Food, Nutrition, and Consumer
Services, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘““Food Stamp Program: Employ-
ment and Training Program Provisions of
the Farm Security and Rural Investment
Act of 2002 received on June 14, 2006; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-7321. A communication from the Senior
Program Specialist, Food and Nutrition
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘“‘Food Stamp Program: Employ-
ment and Training Program Provisions of
the Farm Security and Rural Investment
Act of 2002 (RIN0584-AD32) received on June
14, 2006; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-7322. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Food Safety and Inspection
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Addition of People’s Republic of
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China to the List of Countries to Export
Processed Poultry Products to the United
States’ (RIN0583-AD20) received on June 15,
2006; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

EC-7323. A communication from the Under
Secretary, Food, Nutrition, and Consumer
Services, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Disregard of Overpayments in the
Child and Adult Care Food Program, Na-
tional School Lunch Program and School
Breakfast Program’ (RIN0584-AD68) received
on June 15, 2006; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-7324. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘States Ap-
proved to Receive Stallions and Mares from
CEM-Affected Regions; Indiana’” (Docket No.
APHIS-2006-0020) received on June 18, 2006; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-7325. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Watermelon Research and Promotion
Plan; Redistricting” (FV-05-704-IFR) re-
ceived on June 21, 2006; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-7326. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“Melons Grown in South Texas; Ter-
mination of Marketing Order 979’ (FV06-979-
1 FR) received on June 21, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

EC-7327. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Vidalia Onions Grown in Georgia; Re-
vision of Reporting and Assessment Require-
ments’’ (FV06-955-1 IFR) received on June 21,
2006; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

————————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Ms. COLLINS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute:

S. 2145. A bill to enhance security and pro-
tect against terrorist attacks at chemical fa-
cilities.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. DOMENICI:

S. 3565. A bill to designate Sandoval Coun-
ty, Valencia County, and Torrance County,
New Mexico as the new Southwest Border
High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area coun-
ties; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SCHUMER:

S. 3566. A bill to ensure adequate funding
for high-threat areas, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. SMITH (for himself and Mr.
BAUCUS):

S. 3567. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to provide for the treat-
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ment of Indian tribal governments as State
governments for purposes of issuing tax-ex-
empt governmental bonds, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance.
By Mr. BENNETT (for himself and Mr.
CARPER):

S. 3568. A bill to protect information relat-
ing to consumers, to require notice of secu-
rity breaches, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and
Mr. BAUCUS):

S. 3669. A bill to implement the United
States-Oman Free Trade Agreement; to the
Committee on Finance pursuant to section
2103(b)3 of Public Law 107-210.

—————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. COLEMAN (for himself and Mr.
LUGAR):

S. Con. Res. 105. A concurrent resolution
commending the Government of Canada for
its renewed commitment to the Global War
on Terror in Afghanistan; to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.

——————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 211
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
211, a Dbill to facilitate nationwide
availability of 2-1-1 telephone service
for information and referral on human
services, volunteer services, and for
other purposes.
S. 604
At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 604, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to authorize
expansion of medicare coverage of med-
ical nutrition therapy services.
S. 1191
At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1191, a bill to establish a grant
program to provide innovative trans-
portation options to veterans in re-
mote rural areas.
S. 2025
At the request of Mr. BAYH, the name
of the Senator from Massachusetts
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2025, a bill to promote the na-
tional security and stability of the
United States economy by reducing the
dependence of the United States on oil
through the use of alternative fuels
and new technology, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2115
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2115, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to improve pro-
visions relating to Parkinson’s disease
research.
S. 2140
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
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