June 28, 2006

seriously its responsibility to do so, and | look
forward to working with my colleagues to craft
legislation that makes our Nation stronger and
forges a new era in U.S.-Indian relations.

———

CORRECTING THE ENROLLMENT
OF H.R. 889

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 26, 2006

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
that, on Monday, the House passed S. Con.
Res. 103, though | am disappointed by the
events that necessitated its consideration. Last
September, when the House considered H.R.
889, the Coast Guard Authorization Act, | ex-
pressed my concern about a provision that
would have altered the existing evaluation and
approval process for the Cape Wind project, a
420 megawatt offshore wind farm proposed for
Horseshoe Shoal off the coast of Massachu-
setts. That project is currently undergoing a
thorough review process that is working with
numerous federal and state agencies, as well
as interested parties, to assess potential im-
pacts to the environment, navigation and other
areas of concern. When the House and Sen-
ate went to conference, | wrote to the head
House conferees, explaining the strong sup-
port in Rhode Island for the project and cau-
tioning about the potential negative ramifica-
tions of the provision on the growing wind en-
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ergy industry, which will help diversify our Na-
tion’s energy supply by providing a clean and
renewable source to millions of Americans.
Much to my dismay, during conference ne-
gotiations, a much broader restriction on the
project was inserted—language that had not
been considered by either the House or Sen-
ate—that would essentially circumvent the ex-
isting project by giving the Governor of Massa-
chusetts veto power over this particular
project. At a time when our Nation’s economy
is endangered by our dependence on foreign
oil, we should be encouraging clean and re-
newable energy development, not blocking it.
To protest this last-minute back-room con-
ference deal, | joined the gentleman from New
Hampshire, Mr. BASS, in leading an effort to
ask the House leadership to prevent the con-
sideration of any final agreement on the Coast
Guard bill that contained language endan-
gering the Cape Wind project in Massachu-
setts. | am pleased that widespread public op-
position to the language forced it to be re-
moved from the bill, and | will continue my ef-
forts to promote the responsible development
of clean and renewable energy in Congress.

TRIBUTE TO MEL BROOKS

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 28, 2006

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, if
you've ever seen Blazing Saddles, Young
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Frankenstein, or History of the World: Part I,
then you’ve probably laughed out loud at one
or all of these comedies and rank them among
your all-time favorite movies. For those
laughs, you can thank Mel Brooks, who I'm
proud to represent and recognize today—in
wishing him a happy 80th birthday.

Mr. Speaker, many people don’t know that
before he made movies, Mel Brooks served in
the U.S. Army during World War Il. One of
Corporal Brooks’ duties as a combat engineer
was defusing landmines in areas around North
Africa before the infantry moved in.

With his wife, the late Anne Bancroft, who
passed away just over 1 year ago, Mel be-
came a tremendous source of pride on Long
Island. Known for his infectious sense of
humor and for often breaking into a routine at
the delight of surprised patrons of restaurants
all around the East End, Long Islanders know
Mel is just as extroverted, witty, and enter-
taining when you come across him in person
as he appears on screen. Combined with his
warmth and kindness, he has indeed earned a
place among the East End’s favorite sons.

Mr. Speaker, we can all be very proud of
Americans like Mel Brooks who use their
humor and celebrity to bring joy to the lives of
so many people and to help those less fortu-
nate than ourselves. Today, let's wish Mel
Brooks a happy 80th and many happy returns
as he keeps making us laugh with his movies
and through his unique, very funny outlook on
life.
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