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HANDS-OFF TELEPHONE BAND
TEAM

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize an exceptional group
of students with disabilities in south-
ern California from Hesperia Junior
High School. Kattie Greene, Emilee
Landon, David Perez, and Eric Coldwell
have achieved outstanding success in
science and problem solving.

These students formed the Hands-Off
Telephone Band Team. Together, they
developed an apparatus that allows a
cellular telephone to be mounted to a
wrist or arm—creating an effective and
simple assistive technology device that
enables some individuals with disabil-
ities to independently use a cellular
phone.

The Hands-Off Telephone Band
Team’s ingenious creation was chosen
as one of eight projects from nation-
wide to be judged by the renowned
Christopher Columbus Foundation,
which, along with the National Science
Foundation, strive to improve Amer-
ica’s middle school students’ literacy
in mathematics and science. Despite
facing formidable competition, the
Hands-Off Telephone Band Team’s
project was deservedly selected as the
Gold Medal Award Winning Team.
Kattie, Emilee, David, and Eric’s com-
mitment to excellence, coupled with
their mastery of the scientific process,
enabled them to return to Hesperia
Junior High School as heroes of the
community.

I commend these students not only
for their success in this prestigious
competition but also because they are
the first team comprised of students
with disabilities to win this national
competition. Each of these incredible
young people utilized their abilities
and coordinated their efforts to suc-
ceed. Eighth grade instructor Barbara
Jacobs deserves commendation on her
successful mentorship of these young
students.

I applaud the dedication of the
Hands-Off Telephone Band Team from
Hesperia Junior High School. Their
success has provided an example of de-
termination to us all.e

———

TRIBUTE TO PETE WHEELER

o Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, it is
my honor today to pay tribute to a
man who has passionately spent his ca-
reer in service to the United States and
past members of its Armed Forces. Mr.
Pete Wheeler has served with the Geor-
gia Department of Veteran Services
since 1949 and as chairman of the Na-
tional Veterans Day Committee since
1954. From the beginning of his work,
he has served as a dedicated advocate
and friend to veterans and their fami-
lies. For his nearly 60 years of service,
Commissioner Wheeler will be honored
by the Veterans Council of the Golden
Isles as ‘“‘Veteran of the Century.”

Pete was born in Albany, GA, in 1922.
At the age of 20, he enlisted in the
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Army as an infantry soldier just a year
prior to his 1943 graduation from the
University of Georgia. He married Ger-
aldine Odenweller, and the couple
raised three children: Chip, Jane Wat-
kins, and Frances Jones. Pete and Ger-
aldine are now the proud grandparents
of six grandchildren.

After his graduation from John Mar-
shall Law School in 1948 and his admis-
sion to the Georgia State Bar in 1949,
Mr. Wheeler began his career with the
Georgia Department of Veterans Serv-
ices. He was appointed the Georgia
chairman of the National Veterans Day
Committee in 1954 and has served in
the office for over 50 years. Commis-
sioner Wheeler has worked on a wide
spectrum of Veterans Affairs panels,
associations and programs, but in addi-
tion to his civilian services, he retired
in 1978 as a brigadier general from the
Georgia Army National Guard.

Among State directors and commis-
sioners, Pete is known as the ‘‘Dean of
Veterans’” because of his influential
leadership in State and national vet-
erans affairs. He served as president of
the National Association of State Di-
rectors of Veterans Affairs from 1964 to
1965. Two years later, President Lyn-
don B. Johnson appointed Mr. Wheeler
to the U.S. Veterans Advisory Commis-
sion. His national work has continued
since then to include serving as chair-
man of the 1994 World War II Memorial
Advisory Board commissioned by
President Clinton and President Bush.

In addition to Mr. Wheeler’s national
influence in veterans affairs, Georgia is
especially proud of Mr. Wheeler’s work
as State chairman. During his tenure,
Mr. Wheeler worked tirelessly to assist
veterans and their families throughout
Georgia. He was instrumental in the
development of innovative programs
such as the ‘‘State Supermarket of
Veterans Benefits’’, a one-stop infor-
mation service on veterans’ benefits,
and the ‘““Georgia Veterans Bulletin,” a
quarterly publication dedicated to
keeping veterans and their families in-
formed of law changes, benefits, and
special events. Commissioner Wheeler
also worked to found the Annual Serv-
ice Officer School, an event which
brings together veterans’ benefit coun-
selors and leaders from the State and
National veterans groups and offices
for veterans issues. Under Mr. Wheel-
er’s leadership, Georgia is still the only
State to provide free nursing home and
domiciliary care to its eligible vet-
erans. To honor past veterans, he has
also helped to establish two veterans
cemeteries, including the Georgia Na-
tional Cemetery in Cherokee County.

Pete Wheeler has lived by his state-
ment that ‘‘there is little that cannot
be accomplished if one doesn’t care
who gets the credit.” Considering his
invaluable contributions to veterans
and veterans affairs, it is no wonder
that others are quick to pay tribute to
Pete for much of what has been accom-
plished for Georgia veterans.

These tributes among many others,
illustrate the tremendous impact of
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Pete Wheeler’'s work in veterans af-
fairs. His enduring dedication to his
fellow veterans has shown through his
nearly 60 years of service to the com-
munity, the State of Georgia, and the
Nation. I am very proud to join the
Georgia Department of Veterans’ Serv-
ices and the Veterans’ Council of the
Golden Isles in honoring Pete Wheeler
as one of the century’s finest examples
of service to our Nation’s veterans.e

———

126TH ANNIVERSARY OF
LARIMORE, NORTH DAKOTA

e Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize a community in
North Dakota that will be celebrating
its 126th anniversary. On July 13-16,
the residents of Larimore will gather
to celebrate their community’s history
and founding.

Founded in 1881 by Anthony Clark
and named for Newell Green Larimore,
Larimore is located just north of Grand
Forks. Many of Clark’s descendents
still live in Larimore and are part of
the tight knit community. Larimore’s
post office was established on October
31, 1881, with Lyman P. Goodhume as
its postmaster.

Today, Larimore continues to thrive
with a bustling downtown area that
has a grocery store, a flower shop, and
an appliance store. During the summer,
citizens of Larimore head out to the
Larimore Dam for swimming, boating,
camping, and fishing. In the winter,
the Men’s Club of Larimore and the
American Legion hold an annual ice
fishing derby.

An annual highlight is the celebra-
tion of Larimore Days. Each year
Larimore holds festivities that are
meant to bring the community, family,
and friends together. Larimore cele-
brates with parades, school reunions,
and family events. This year, the 125th
anniversary of the town will be held in
conjunction with the Larimore Days
celebrations.

Mr. President, I ask the Senate to
join me in congratulating Larimore,
ND, and its residents on their first 125
years and in wishing them well
through the next century. By honoring
Larimore and all the other historic
small towns of North Dakota, we keep
the great pioneering frontier spirit
alive for future generations. It is places
such as Larimore that have helped to
shape this country into what it is
today, which is why this fine commu-
nity is deserving of our recognition.

Larimore has a proud past and a
bright future.®

——————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF
NEWBURG, NORTH DAKOTA

e Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize a community in
North Dakota that will be celebrating
its 100th anniversary. On July 8-9, the
residents of Newburg will gather to cel-
ebrate their community’s history and
founding.

Newburg is a vibrant community in
northern North Dakota. Newburg was
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