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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

IMMIGRATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. CARTER) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I wanted 
to address this House about an issue 
that, at least as I travel around my dis-
trict, as I travel around my State, is 
one of the defining issues of our time, 
and that is the issue which we are 
hearing about every day: What are we 
going to do about the immigration pol-
icy and the immigration influx into 
this country? 

I thought I would come down here 
today and see if we could not analyze 
this the way we sort of like to analyze 
evidence as we do in the courtroom. We 
need to take a look at what is the prob-
lem that brings us to this point that we 
have to address this thing, and I would 
propose first and foremost we need to 
look at the big problem and decide 
where is the crisis today as we stand 
here on this floor on July 12. 

Where would the American public de-
fine the crisis to be as we deal with 
people who are coming into this coun-
try from other countries? And when I 
say other countries, I mean many, 
many other countries but predomi-
nantly I am addressing today the cross-
ing of our southern border out of Mex-
ico. Where are we concerned and why 
are we concerned? 

Many people say, let us look at the 
big picture of this issue, which is that 
we have an estimate that is somewhere 
between 12 million and 15 million peo-
ple that have come into this country 
since we granted amnesty back in 1986 
or 1987 under the Reagan administra-
tion and opened the doors to the people 
who are here and gave them a fast 
track to American citizenship. We then 
said that we would go to the border and 
protect our borders and crack down on 
those people who would offer employ-
ment to folks who wanted to come in 
here illegally and we would prevent 
that. Mr. Speaker, the number, and 
whatever it may be but it is in the mil-
lions, clearly above 10 million and less 
than 20 million by most estimates, that 
are here in this country, as some like 
to say hiding in the shadows of our 
economy today, they are here. Now, 
why are they here? 

Did we enforce the border? No. Did 
we crack down on employers that were 
employing these people? No. Did we do 
what we promised the American people 
we would do when we basically granted 
amnesty to 3 million people back in the 
1980s? And that 3 million, by the way, 
grew in great proportion, because when 

those people received amnesty they 
were also able to bring in their fami-
lies, their children and their wives and 
their extended families, until that 
number grew to substantially more 
than what was estimated. 

We will not go into that today, but 
did we do our job? Did we, as Demo-
crats for a long time and as Repub-
licans for a long time, did we do our 
job? I submit to you that the evidence 
shows we did not. And because the 
great prize of being forgiven of your 
sins, if you will, was granted in the 
1980s, millions more came. 

So is that the crisis? Those people, 
are they the crisis that have people so 
concerned across the country today? It 
is of interest. People are somewhat 
concerned, but I would submit, Mr. 
Speaker, that is not the crisis that peo-
ple are concerned about and that is on 
their minds when they sit down to 
breakfast in the morning or when they 
talk to their families at night or when 
they visit with their neighbors or when 
they go out in public. That is not the 
concern. The concern is that border 
and those people coming across. 

Mr. Speaker, we hear from people in 
this country, and there is certainly a 
valid economic argument for it, that 
we need these folks to come in here and 
take the jobs that Americans don’t 
want. And there is some validity to 
that argument. There is some validity 
to many of these diligent hardworking 
people who have come to this country 
to take really tough jobs out there, 
working in the heat in Texas in the 
summertime, which is, believe me, hav-
ing done it, it is a hard job. No matter 
where you are, if you are out digging 
post holes, laying asphalt, or putting a 
roof on in Texas, you are earning your 
pay. It is hot, tiring, almost thankless 
work. So we say we need these folks to 
build those fences, put those roofs 
down, and lay that asphalt. We need 
them. We have to have them. And there 
are those who can present evidence to 
that effect and make an argument for 
it. 

But is that the crisis that people are 
worried about in this country? Is that 
what people, your neighbors, are vis-
iting with you about? Is that what you 
are talking about when you gather in 
your community: Oh, we have such a 
shortage of workers here. We have so 
many jobs that people are not doing. 
We are just really in such desperate 
need of help, it is a crisis in our coun-
try. Mr. Speaker, I would also submit 
that is not the crisis that the Amer-
ican people are concerned about. 

So then let’s examine this picture 
further. Let’s say, well, the statistics 
seem to show us that pretty regularly 
1,000 people cross the Mexican-U.S. bor-
der into the United States every single 
day. That probably on many days is a 
very conservative estimate, but the av-
erage that both the Border Patrol and 
those who are down there that are try-
ing to determine what is happening, 
that is pretty much what everybody 
agrees to, that at least 1,000 people a 

day are crossing our border, at least 
30,000 to 31,000 people a month are 
crossing this border, or 365,000 people a 
year are crossing the southern border 
of the United States into our country. 
And they are doing it, Mr. Speaker, no 
matter what you want to call it, they 
are doing it illegally. 

The law says you can’t do that, that 
it is against the law. You can call it 
whatever you want to call it, but it is 
breaking the laws of these United 
States, and these people are coming in 
at least in those numbers. And in addi-
tion to those people, or as a part of 
those people, who else is coming across 
our southern borders? Do we know? 

Well, we know a little bit. We know 
that last year we caught 68,000 what we 
call OTMs. Those are people that are 
‘‘other than Mexicans.’’ And that is a 
term that has been adopted to define 
people from any other country but 
Mexico that have been caught and ap-
prehended crossing our southern bor-
der. The Border Patrol and the immi-
gration authorities have determined to 
call them OTMs, ‘‘other than Mexi-
cans.’’ 

We have heard in testimony at hear-
ings, just as recently as last week, that 
30,000 Brazilians were shipped home a 
short time ago; that people from the 
Middle East, people from China, people 
from all over the Southern hemisphere 
have come into this country illegally 
crossing the Mexican border into the 
United States. Mr. Speaker, I would 
submit that that is the crisis. 

Mr. Speaker, I would submit that 
when people discuss what they are very 
concerned about, what they think has 
the potential to change their lives, to 
threaten their lives, it is who is coming 
across our southern border in these 
huge volumes. That is what the Amer-
ican people see as a crisis. 

Now, we are called upon, as we look 
at what is going on here in Congress, 
we are called upon to address these 
issues, and I submit to you, Mr. Speak-
er, that what we are called upon to do 
is to address the crisis first. I have 
used this example before, but if a series 
of wreck victims is brought in from a 
car wreck out on the highway outside 
of Washington, DC, today, and brought 
into the emergency room of the hos-
pital, and we have one man who has a 
broken arm and we have one man who 
is skinned up because he slid on the 
pavement and maybe he has a broken 
hand and maybe a sore back, and then 
we have one man who has arterial 
bleeding from the throat, where is the 
crisis? The man with the arterial bleed-
ing from the throat is going to bleed 
out and die in seconds if the emergency 
room does not immediately go and stop 
the bleeding where it is occurring be-
cause it doesn’t take long for the heart 
to pump the body dry out of a main ar-
tery. Of course, our well-trained med-
ical professionals in this country would 
recognize to go to the crisis and meet 
the crisis where the bleeding is. 

The bleeding, Mr. Speaker, is at the 
border. That is where the bleeding is. 
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