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refuse to address the issues that are of
real concern to American people. It is
time we take America in a new direc-
tion.

———

STEM CELL RESEARCH

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, President
Bush issued the first veto of his Presi-
dency yesterday, and it was the right
thing to do.

By sustaining that veto last night,
after more than a year of rhetoric,
much of it misleading, we have come
down on the side of protecting human
life. And we have saved the American
taxpayer from being forced to fund un-
ethical and unsuccessful research in-
volving the destruction of human em-
bryos.

Though a chapter in this debate has
now been closed, this issue is not going
away. As we move forward, I hope we
will keep in mind what we have
learned. The choice doesn’t have to be
between doing stem cell research and
not doing stem cell research. There are
ethical, life-affirming methods of doing
this research that are producing suc-
cessful treatments today using adult
stem cells.

Let’s move forward with stem cell re-
search, Mr. Speaker, but let’s do it in
an ethical way.

———
O 1030

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 5684, UNITED STATES-
OMAN FREE TRADE AGREEMENT
IMPLEMENTATION ACT

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 925 and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 925

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 5684) to implement
the United States-Oman Free Trade Agree-
ment. The bill shall be considered as read.
The bill shall be debatable for two hours
equally divided and controlled by the chair-
man and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Ways and Means. Pursuant to
section 151 of the Trade Act of 1974, the pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the bill to final passage without inter-
vening motion.

SEC. 2. During consideration of H.R. 5684
pursuant to this resolution, notwithstanding
the operation of the previous question, the
Chair may postpone further consideration of
the bill to a time designated by the Speaker
in consonance with section 151 of the Trade
Act of 1974.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KOLBE). The gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. HASTINGS) is recognized for
1 hour.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, for the purpose of debate
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only, I yield the customary 30 minutes
to the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. MATSUI), pending which I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time yielded is for the purpose
of debate only.

(Mr. HASTINGS of Washington asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, House Resolution 925 is a
closed rule providing for 2 hours of de-
bate in the House, equally divided and
controlled by the chairman and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee
on Ways and Means.

The rule waives all points of order
against consideration of the bill. It
also provides that pursuant to section
151 of the Trade Act of 1974, the pre-
vious question shall be considered as
ordered on the bill to final passage
without intervening motion.

Lastly, the resolution provides that
during consideration of the bill, not-
withstanding the operation of the pre-
vious question, the Chair may postpone
further consideration of the bill to a
time designated by the Speaker in con-
sonance with section 151 of the Trade
Act of 1974.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 925
provides for the consideration of H.R.
5684, a bill to implement the United
States-Oman Free Trade Agreement, in
accordance with trade measures nego-
tiated under the Trade Promotion Au-
thority. Under these procedures, once
the administration formally submits
the final legislative language to Con-
gress, it may not be amended.

Former United States Trade Rep Rob
Portman signed the United States-
Oman Free Trade Agreement on Janu-
ary 19, 2006. Under the agreement, all
consumer and industrial goods traded
between the U.S. and Oman will imme-
diately be duty free, and 87 percent of
the U.S. agriculture tariff lines will
gain immediate duty-free access with
the remaining tariffs phased out over a
10-year period. It provides wide access
and sets a strong precedent for opening
up opportunities for services for U.S.
firms, contains robust protections for
U.S. intellectual property rights hold-
ers, and includes strong labor and envi-
ronmental provisions.

Oman enacted broad labor reforms in
2003, Mr. Speaker, and has followed up
with specific commitments to ensure
that its laws provide strong protec-
tions for workers consistent with inter-
national standards. Oman enacted
many of these reforms earlier this
month and has pledged to enact the re-
maining reforms by this November.
This agreement makes it clear that it
is inappropriate for Oman to weaken or
reduce domestic labor protections or
environmental laws to encourage trade
or investment and that this obligation
is enforceable through specific dispute
settlement procedures.

Mr. Speaker, the TUnited States
makes up only 4 percent of the world’s
population. Therefore, we must recog-
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nize that we have an opportunity to
create and expand the marketplace for
U.S. goods and services by reaching
fair trade agreements with our inter-
national trading partners. This agree-
ment will contribute to economic
growth and trade between the U.S. and
Oman; generate export opportunities
for U.S. companies, farmers, and ranch-
ers; help create jobs in both countries;
and help American consumers save
money while offering them greater
choices.

My home State of Washington, for
example, is one of the most trade-de-
pendent States in the Nation, and our
economy depends on fair trade. From
agriculture to high tech to manufac-
turing industries, Washington State
and our Nation are in a position to ben-
efit by having more trading partners.

One area where trade with Oman
shows great promise for America is in
the area of commercial aircraft. Oman
Air recently purchased Boeing 737 air-
planes valued at $200 million at catalog
prices. We want to continue to encour-
age these kinds of sales to Oman and in
the broader Middle East, which, of
course, creates new jobs here at home.

In addition to the new commercial
opportunities it provides, this agree-
ment will support many of the recent
government, legal, and economic re-
forms in Oman, which are important to
bringing stability to the Middle East
region. In 2003 President Bush proposed
completion of a Middle East Free
Trade Area by 2013 as part of a plan to
fight terrorism by supporting Middle
East economic growth and democracy
through trade.

The United States-Oman Free Trade
Agreement Implementation Act would
be the fifth bilateral trade agreement
reached between the United States and
a Middle Eastern country. It is yet an-
other step in the right direction toward
integrating fair trade policies and eco-
nomic reforms to support a more stable
and prosperous Middle East. This
agreement will send a strong signal to
countries in that region about the ben-
efits of closer economic and political
ties to the United States.

The Committee on Ways and Means
favorably reported H.R. 5684 last May.
Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, I urge my
colleagues to support House Resolution
925 and the underlying bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Washington for
yielding me this time, and I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

(Ms. MATSUI asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, today we
debate another free trade agreement.
We all know well-crafted trade policy
is capable of spreading benefits to a
broad portion of the population while
promoting innovation and solidifying
partnerships between and among na-
tions.

As a leader in the global economy,
the United States has the ability and
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