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Mr. RAMSTAD. Madam Speaker, | rise
today as a strong and consistent supporter of
Israel to urge my colleagues to pass H. Res.
921.

This important resolution condemns the re-
cent attacks on lIsrael by the Hamas and
Hezbollah terrorist groups and expresses con-
tinued U.S. support for the right of Israel to
defend itself.

The State of Israel was created in 1948,
and the United States was the first country to
formally recognize its right to exist. Since that
time, Israel has been one of our strongest al-
lies in the world and a glimmer of hope in the
Middle East as the only developed democracy
in a region that has known too much war, too
much terror and too much violence.

Israel consistently stands shoulder to shoul-
der with the U.S. in countering the most dan-
gerous threats we face today, including the
use of terror by groups attempting to desta-
bilize moderate regimes and disrupt various
peacemaking efforts.

In August 2005, Israel began its withdrawal
from the Gaza Strip and gave the Palestinian
Authority (PA) the opportunity to prove them-
selves capable of exercising just and rightful
authority over their own people. Since that
time, the PA has proven to be ineffective at
immobilizing terrorist activities, as shown by
Hamas’ frequent rocket attacks on Israeli cities
and the cross-border ambush that took place
only a few weeks ago, which resulted in the
deaths of two Israeli soldiers and the kidnap-
ping of another.

In addition, Iran’s public declarations calling
for both the destruction of the state of Israel
and greater development of nuclear arms
have produced a dangerous and volatile situa-
tion both regionally and globally. As Iran con-
tinues to provide weapons and supplies to ter-
rorist groups like Hezbollah, we must allow
Israel to continue to take necessary action to
protect itself.

This is a critical time for Israel. We must
allow Israel to continue its self defense efforts
and attempts to prevent terrorist organizations
from destroying the Middle East. As Prime
Minister Olmert stated in his address to Con-
gress, “[We must] replace the ‘Culture of Hate’
with an ‘Outlook of Hope.”” Hezbollah and
Hamas are organizations that have proven to
be committed to this “Culture of Hate.” Con-
sequently, their removal from the Middle East
is essential to instill hope into a region that
has seen far too much destruction of innocent
life.

Once again, | urge my colleagues to support
this important resolution.
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FREEDOM FOR VIRGILIO
MANTILLA ARANGO

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 20, 2006

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to speak about Virgilio
Mantilla Arango, a political prisoner in totali-
tarian Cuba. Mr. Mantilla Arango is a pro-de-
mocracy leader in totalitarian Cuba. Because
of his steadfast conviction in human liberty
and his constant work to bring freedom to an
island enslaved by the nightmare that is the
Castro regime, he has been a constant target
of the dictatorship.

According to multiple reports, Mr. Mantilla
Arango was arrested on March 4, 2002, for
peacefully protesting at a provincial hospital.
The reports outline how, at the hospital, the
group shouted “Long live human rights” and
sat on the floor. After 2 years in the gulag,
and after a sham trial in April 2004, Human
Rights Watch reports that Mr. Mantilla Arango
was “sentenced” to 7 years in the totalitarian
gulag. The “sentence” included 4 years for his
participation in the March 2002 protest and 3
years for continuing to peacefully protest
against the nightmare that is the Castro re-
gime during his time in the gulag before his
“trial.”

The U.S. Department of State’s Country Re-
ports on Human Rights Practices—2005, de-
scribes the deplorable conditions in the totali-
tarian gulag as, “harsh and life threatening.”
Sadly, this is all too true for Mr. Mantilla
Arango. According to reports published on Net
For Cuba, Mr. Mantilla Arango has suffered
savage beatings by dictatorship thugs for de-
nouncing the tyranny and hanging signs above
his bed that say “Down with Fidel” and “We
Need Freedom.” In July, Mr. Mantilla Arango
informed the Cuban Human Rights Foundation
that he has been in brutal, solitary confine-
ment since putting on a T-shirt last month that
carried the words, “Down with Fidel.”

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Mantilla Arango is the face
of the real Cuba. No matter how intense the
beatings, no matter how remorseless the re-
pression, no matter how inhumane the condi-
tions, he will never relent in his belief that the
people of Cuba should be and will be free.

Mr. Speaker, it is as inconceivable as it is
unacceptable that, in the 21st century and
only 90 miles from our shore, brave men and
women are locked in grotesque dungeons be-
cause they believe that all people have basic
human rights. It is a profound embarrassment
for mankind that the world stands by in silence
and acquiescence while political prisoners are
systematically tortured because of their belief
in freedom, democracy, human rights and the
rule of law. My colleagues, we must demand
the immediate and unconditional release of
Virgilio Mantilla Arango and every political
prisoner in totalitarian Cuba.
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Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, today the
House is considering H. Res. 921, a resolution
condemning the recent attacks against the
State of Israel.

The resolution focuses on the attacks by
Hamas and Hezbollah on Israel and ex-
presses its condolences to all families of inno-
cent victims of the recent violence. While the
resolution is not perfect, it does call on the
international community to cooperate to bring
an end to the violence in the region.

The two sides cannot resolve this by them-
selves, and it is clear that only a diplomatic
track will help to address the widespread un-
rest in the Middle East. Believing that, | would
prefer the resolution would do more to solidify
the U.S. as an honest broker in the conflict.

It is unfortunate that while the violence has
continued for more than a week now, Sec-
retary of State Rice still has failed to travel to
the region. Even further, she has declined to
send a special envoy to focus exclusively on
the crisis. This is yet one more example of the
Bush administration’s failure on the foreign
policy front.

The administration must become engaged
with the international community in pursuing a
peaceful and just resolution to this on-going
crisis instead of standing by while innocent ci-
vilians are killed. President Bush’s stubborn in-
volvement in Iraq has made it difficult for the
U.S. to focus on this and other conflicts in the
region. Instead of bringing parties to the nego-
tiating table, President Bush and Secretary
Rice have ignored the region while it has lit-
erally gone up in flames.

History has shown that the U.S. is most
successful when it supports even-handed, di-
plomacy-based foreign policy. This can be
achieved by supporting and implementing the
legislation | introduced earlier this year,
SMART—H. Con. Res. 158. SMART steps in-
clude:

1. preventing future acts of terrorism by
strengthening international institutions and re-
spect for the rule of law; 2. reducing the threat
and stop the spread of weapons of mass de-
struction; 3. addressing the root causes of ter-
rorism; 4. shifting U.S. budget priorities to
more effectively meet our national security
needs; and 5. pursuing to the fullest extent al-
ternatives to war.

Until the Bush administration adopts prin-
ciples like these in the Middle East, and
throughout the world, the cycle of unrest will
continue.

Unlike previous congressional acts, SMART
strives to achieve a balance of support for all
parties and puts the U.S. in the role of a part-
ner for peace in Middle East.

With my constituents and colleagues, | call
on the President to dedicate himself fully to
the peace process and to guarantee the safety
and well-being of all innocent civilians involved
in the chaos in the Middle East.
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