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Steps to Prevent Firearm Injury In 

the Home, STOP 2, developed by the 
Center to Prevent Handgun Violence, 
supplies health care providers across a 
wide range of disciplines including 
nurses, social workers, psychologists, 
health educators, and counselors, with 
the tools to educate diverse popu-
lations about the dangers of guns in 
the home and proper gun storage. 
Health care providers routinely discuss 
ways to prevent many types of injury, 
such as using child car seats, wearing 
bicycle safety helmets, and locking up 
prescription drugs. STOP 2 helps 
health care providers incorporate fire-
arm injury prevention along with these 
other safety messages. Health care pro-
viders, as important messengers of 
health and safety information, are able 
to speak with patients and their fami-
lies about the dangers of guns in their 
own homes as well as the homes of rel-
atives or friends they visit. The pro-
gram also assists health care providers 
in alerting families to the typical 
warning signs of gang involvement and 
suicide, and outlines action steps that 
can help prevent these possible trage-
dies. 

STOP 2 expands on the original 
STOP program, which was launched in 
1994 as a joint effort of the Center to 
Prevent Handgun Violence, CPHV, and 
the American Academy of Pediatrics. 
STOP was designed specifically for pe-
diatricians. STOP 2 broadens the pro-
gram’s scope to include other health 
care providers and health educators 
who work in a wide range of disciplines 
with diverse populations. With funding 
through the Metropolitan Life Founda-
tion, CPHV is providing STOP 2 kits 
free of charge to the health care com-
munity. Health care providers can re-
quest a free STOP 2 kit that contains 
patient/client brochures, waiting room 
posters, and other gun violence preven-
tion information, by contacting the 
Center to Prevent Handgun Violence. 

I commend all of those who fight gun 
violence through safety education. 
Their common sense approach provides 
parents with practical steps to help 
protect themselves and their families 
from tragedy. I am hopeful that the 
109th Congress will do more to support 
their efforts by taking up and passing 
sensible gun safety legislation. 

f 

COMMITMENT TO ISRAEL 
Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, we 

have all learned in our personal lives 
that in times of difficulty and chal-
lenge, all the extraneous matters of 
life disappear and we wisely cling to 
those relationships and values we hold 
most dear. As we as a nation confront 
a dangerous set of circumstance in the 
Middle East, we would be wise to do 
the same thing. 

The United States made a solemn, 
unequivocal, irrevocable commitment 
to the State of Israel in 1948. We did so 
for two reasons. First, we were re-
sponding in moral revulsion to cen-
turies of persecution of the Jewish peo-

ple around the world and specifically in 
Nazi Germany. Second, we were affirm-
ing the formation of a democratic soci-
ety in the Middle East because we be-
lieved, then and now, the democracy is, 
in Lincoln’s words, ‘‘the last best hope 
of Earth.’’ 

That commitment had absolutely 
nothing to do with politics, partisan-
ship or the price of a gallon of gasoline. 
Today on this floor we renew that com-
mitment to Israel, and by doing so, re-
main faithful to our own creeds and na-
tional moral identity. 

We as a nation are committed to de-
mocracy and the rule of law. We be-
lieve that governments derive their 
just powers from the consent of the 
governed. We know from our own his-
tory that many disagree with that 
commitment. We know that those val-
ues are not self-actualizing. Sometimes 
free nations have to fight violent peo-
ple to preserve the circumstances 
under which they can live in peace and 
freedom. We stand with Israel today to 
support its right to defend itself 
against terrorists and those who sup-
port them. 

Israel is a small country, surrounded 
by many who are hostile to their exist-
ence. Over the last six decades, Israel 
has made risky territorial concessions 
to its neighbors in hopes that moderate 
Arab voices would prevail over extrem-
ists. Those extremists’ view of peace in 
the Middle East are predicated on the 
destruction and removal of Israel. 

Despite the fact that southern Leb-
anon and the Gaza Strip have been the 
launching point for violence against 
Israel in the recent past, Israel agreed 
to withdraw from them in the hope of 
peace. That hope has been dashed by 
Hamas and Hezbollah, both in the ab-
duction of Israeli soldiers and the 
launching of rocket attacks. 

Some in the European community 
and even in the United States have said 
criticized Israel’s response as ‘‘dis-
proportionate’’ and urged Israel to ne-
gotiate. When their very survival is at 
stake, how do you measure proportion-
ality? With whom do they suggest 
Israel negotiate? 

I am not saying there is not role for 
diplomacy or a diplomatic solution. 

But the foundation of such a solution 
must be No. 1, Israel has an absolute 
right to defend itself and No. 2, we 
must make absolutely certain that our 
actions do not embolden terrorists to 
continue their inexcusable tactics. 

No one supports armed conflict or 
the injury of civilians. A terrible price 
is always paid by those who bear the 
least guilt for the battles. But when 
Israel is faced with terrorists who work 
for its destruction, firm steps must be 
taken. 

I commend the President for his ac-
tive work with the leaders in the re-
gion, the United Nations and Europe. 
This is a situation where public state-
ments should be few and maximum in-
fluence exerted in private networks of 
diplomacy. 

I believe the President is honoring 
our Nation’s commitment to Israel and 

forcefully pursuing our Nation’s wider 
objectives in the War on Terror in this 
situation. 

I think the American people can be 
reassured and proud that the United 
States is acting as a great power, in 
pursuit of high moral principles. We 
hope that through our strength and ad-
vocacy, those who initiated this con-
flict in Lebanon and Gaza will cease 
their actions, that their ability to con-
tinue to inflict terror and destabilize 
the region is eliminated or at least se-
verely curtailed, and those who work 
for peace can regain control. 

Israel is the only democracy in the 
region and they need our friendship 
and support right now. By dem-
onstrating our resolve, we help ensure 
that our other friends in the region 
will work for a solution which is best 
for Israel and all the legitimate forces 
in the Middle East. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO REAR ADMIRAL 
JAMES E. MCPHERSON 

∑ Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize and pay tribute to 
RADM James E. McPherson, the Judge 
Advocate General of the U.S. Navy. Ad-
miral McPherson will retire from the 
Navy on July 28, 2006, having com-
pleted over 27 years of distinguished 
service to our Nation. 

Admiral McPherson, a native of San 
Diego, is a graduate of San Diego State 
University and University of San Diego 
Law School. He also earned a master of 
laws degree from the U.S. Army Judge 
Advocate General’s Legal Center and 
School. 

Admiral McPherson began his mili-
tary career as an enlisted man in the 
U.S. Army. He served over 3 years as a 
military policeman at the Presidio of 
San Francisco, with the Eighth Army 
in South Korea, and with the First In-
fantry Division. Notably, he is the first 
Navy Judge Advocate General to begin 
his career as an enlisted man. After re-
ceiving his commission as an ensign 
and completing Naval Justice School 
in Newport, RI, Admiral McPherson 
was assigned as an Assistant Force 
Judge Advocate for Commander, Naval 
Air Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet. He con-
tinued his distinguished career with as-
signments at the Naval Legal Service 
Office in Norfolk, VA; the Naval Air 
Station, Cubi Point in the Philippines; 
and as Command Judge Advocate on-
board the USS Theodore Roosevelt. Fol-
lowing completion of graduate school, 
Admiral McPherson returned to the 
Naval Legal Service Office in Norfolk 
and served tours as senior defense 
counsel and senior trial counsel. He 
was then assigned as Force Judge Ad-
vocate for Commander, Submarine 
Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet; the assist-
ant for legal and legislative matters 
for the vice chief of Naval Operations; 
and as special counsel to the Chief of 
Naval Operations. In September 2000, 
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Admiral McPherson assumed command 
of Trial Service Office East in Norfolk, 
and in October 2002, he was promoted 
to rear admiral and assigned as the 
Deputy Judge Advocate General and 
Commander, Naval Legal Service Com-
mand. Admiral McPherson assumed his 
current duties as the 39th Judge Advo-
cate General of the Navy in November 
2004. 

The Nation, the United States Navy, 
and the Judge Advocate General’s 
Corps have been fortunate to enjoy the 
talents and dedication of such a distin-
guished and wonderful gentleman. Ad-
miral McPherson’s commitment to the 
rule of law strengthened the Navy, and 
he has served this Nation well. I know 
all of my colleagues join me in con-
gratulating Admiral McPherson on the 
occasion of his retirement, and we wish 
him fair winds and following seas.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:32 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Chiappardi, one of its reading 
clerks, announced that the House has 
passed the following bill, in which it 
requests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 5684. An act to implement the United 
States-Oman Free Trade Agreement. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 448. Concurrent resolution 
commending the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration on the completion of 
the Space Shuttle’s second Return-to-Flight 
mission. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 3711. A bill to enhance the energy inde-
pendence and security of the United States 
by providing for exploration, development, 
and production activities for mineral re-
sources in the Gulf of Mexico, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Ms. COLLINS, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment: 

S. 2146. A bill to extend relocation expenses 
test programs for Federal employees (Rept. 
No. 109–289). 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. DEWINE: 
S. 3712. A bill to redesignate the Dayton 

Aviation Heritage National Historical Park 
in the State of Ohio as the ‘‘Dayton Wright 
Brothers-Dunbar National Historical Park’’, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mrs. CLINTON: 
S. 3713. A bill to protect privacy rights as-

sociated with electronic and commercial 
transactions; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. FRIST (for himself and Mr. 
REID): 

S. Res. 538. A resolution to authorize rep-
resentation by the Senate Legal Counsel in 
the case of Rockefeller v. Bingaman, et al; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mrs. CLINTON (for herself and Mrs. 
DOLE): 

S. Con. Res. 113. A concurrent resolution 
congratulating the Magen David Adom Soci-
ety in Israel for achieving full membership 
in the International Red Cross and Red Cres-
cent Movement, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 666 

At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the 
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 666, a bill to protect the 
public health by providing the Food 
and Drug Administration with certain 
authority to regulate tobacco products. 

S. 793 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 793, a bill to establish na-
tional standards for discharges from 
cruise vessels into the waters of the 
United States, and for other purposes. 

S. 1035 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
BROWNBACK) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1035, a bill to authorize the pres-
entation of commemorative medals on 
behalf of Congress to Native Americans 
who served as Code Talkers during for-
eign conflicts in which the United 
States was involved during the 20th 
century in recognition of the service of 
those Native Americans to the United 
States. 

S. 1046 
At the request of Mr. KYL, the name 

of the Senator from Colorado (Mr. 

ALLARD) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1046, a bill to amend title 28, United 
States Code, with respect to the juris-
diction of Federal courts over certain 
cases and controversies involving the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

S. 2145 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2145, a bill to enhance security 
and protect against terrorist attacks 
at chemical facilities. 

S. 2385 

At the request of Mr. REID, the name 
of the Senator from Arkansas (Mr. 
PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2385, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to expand eligibility for 
Combat-Related Special Compensation 
paid by the uniformed services in order 
to permit certain additional retired 
members who have a service-connected 
disability to receive both disability 
compensation from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs for that disability and 
Combat-Related Special Compensation 
by reason of that disability. 

S. 3128 

At the request of Mr. BURR, the 
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SANTORUM) and the Senator 
from Missouri (Mr. BOND) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 3128, a bill to amend 
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act to provide for uniform food safety 
warning notification requirements, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 3650 

At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 
name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 3650, a bill to include costs incurred 
by the Indian Health Service, a Feder-
ally qualified health center, an AIDS 
drug assistance program, certain hos-
pitals, or a pharmaceutical manufac-
turer patient assistance program in 
providing prescription drugs toward 
the annual out of pocket threshold 
under part D of title XVIII of the So-
cial Security Act and to provide a safe 
harbor for assistance provided under a 
pharmaceutical manufacturer patient 
assistance program. 

S. 3667 

At the request of Mr. BURNS, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3667, a bill to promote nuclear non-
proliferation in North Korea. 

S. 3681 

At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3681, a bill to amend the Comprehen-
sive Environmental Response Com-
pensation and Liability Act of 1980 to 
provide that manure shall not be con-
sidered to be a hazardous substance, 
pollutant, or contaminant. 

S. 3682 

At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the 
names of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. FRIST), the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. VITTER), and the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. DEMINT) 
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