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The United States should have whispered
into Israel’s ear, the message being: ‘“The
carnage has to cease. We’ll find a better
way.”’

Instead, the Bush crowd nodded in acquies-
cence as Israel plowed headlong into a situa-
tion that can’t possibly end any other way
than badly. Lebanon, which had been one of
the few bright spots in the Middle East, is
now a mess. Even if Hezbollah is brought to
its knees, the circumstances will ensure that
there will be legions of newly radicalized
young men anxious to take up arms and step
into the vacuum.

(When Israel invaded Lebanon in 1982, its
strongest resistance enemy was the Pales-
tinian guerrilla group Fatah. When it with-
drew 18 years later, it left behind a stronger,
more extreme guerrilla movement in
Hezbollah, a force that didn’t exist at the
time of the invasion.)

Joseph Cirincione, an expert on national
security matters (and a supporter of Israel)
at the Center for American Progress in
Washington, said last week: ‘“‘There is no
question that Hezbollah provoked this cur-
rent crisis, and that it was right for Israel to
respond, even if that meant crossing the Leb-
anon border to strike back at those who had
attacked it. But this operation has gone too
far. It’s striking back at those who had noth-
ing to do with Hezbollah.”’

As a true friend of Israel, the task of the
United States is to work as strenuously as
possible to find real solutions to Israel’s se-
curity. The first step in that process, as far
as the current crisis is concerned, would
logically have been to try and broker a
cease-fire.

But the compulsive muscle-flexers in the
Bush crowd were contemptuous of that idea.
Always hot for war, and astonishingly indif-
ferent to its consequences, they egged Israel
on.

That was not the behavior of a friend.

Neither Israel nor the United States can
kill enough Muslims to win the struggle
against terror. What Israel needs are stable,
moderate governments in the region. (This is
one of the reasons why it made no sense to
cripple the Lebanese government.) What the
United States needs is as much serious diplo-
matic engagement on all fronts as possible;
and an end to the Bush administration’s in-
sane addiction to war—ever more war—as
the answer to the world’s ills.

The. U.S. especially needs to be deeply in-
volved in the effort to establish peace be-
tween Israel and its neighbors.

There is no grand solution to the cen-
turies-old problems of the Middle East. As
with the cold war between the United States
and the Soviet Union, you try to keep things
as cool as possible, step by, sometimes ago-
nizing step. It may not be pretty, and it will
surely be frustrating. But if the conflict,
however aggravating, can be Kkept cold, as
opposed to hot, you’re ahead of the game.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BILIRAKIS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

————
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of my Special Order today.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

————————

HONORING FORMER MEMBER OF
CONGRESS THOMAS J. MANTON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. CROWLEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in sadness to pay tribute to my
predecessor here in Congress, Tom
Manton. In politics, as in life, you can
only achieve greatness by building on
the path that those before you have
taken.

Tom was a mentor to me, a friend, a
confidante. Tom Manton truly loved
serving here in this institution, with
his friends on both sides of the aisle. I
will truly miss his friendship, and our
city and our State of New York will
miss his leadership.

My condolences go out to his wife,
Diane, and to all his children and his
grandchildren on the passing of their
husband, their father and their grand-
father.

Tom Manton was born in New York
City in 1932. He was the son of a work-
ing class Irish immigrant. His father
actually worked here on Capitol Hill as
a plasterer, laying plaster in the Long-
worth Building. He often talked about
that historical note. He would often
say only in America can a son of some-
one who built the halls of Congress one
day serve in the halls of Congress.

Tom Manton went on to law school
at the St. John’s University where he
got his law degree, but before that, he
was a police officer, a computer sales-
man, and after law school was elected
to the New York City Council in 1969,
representing what are still parts of
today the T7th congressional district
that I have the honor of serving in.

In 1986, after the death of Donald
Manes, Tom Manton stepped up and
filled the role as chair of the County of
Queens Democratic Party. When our
party in Queens was at its lowest ebb,
Tom Manton took the reins of control
and brought back the image of Demo-
crats in Queens County and in New
York City and New York State. He in-
stilled discipline from time to time,
which is part of the role of a county
leader, but he worked to make the
party the preeminent political party,
not only of New York City and New
York State, but many would argue our
Nation today.

Presidential candidates, from Mike
Dukakis and Dick Gephardt and Fritz
Mondale and Bob Kerry, Bill Clinton,
and JOHN KERRY, all sought his support
and the support of Queens Democrats
to help propel them to higher office
and, in the instance of Bill Clinton,
successfully helping to make him
President of the United States.

But Tom has helped elected officials
at every level achieve their goals, the
firsts of firsts in many respects: the
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first Indian political leader, under his
tutelage; the first Bangladeshi Amer-
ican political leader, under his tute-
lage; the first Latino from Queens to
the New York State assembly; the first
openly gay political leader; the first
woman as Borough president; and the
first African American woman as Bor-
ough president; and the list goes on
and on.

Tom always had the bug for Congress
and ran in 1972 against an incumbent,
James Delaney. He lost that election,
but he also ran again in 1978 against
Geraldine Ferraro. Once again, he lost,
but he did not let that keep him down.
When Geraldine Ferraro was tapped by
Walter Mondale to run as his running
mate in 1984, Tom took the oppor-
tunity to run for and finally win a seat
in Congress.

In Congress, he was an inside polit-
ical player who earned a seat on the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.
He fought tenaciously through this
committee for the interests of New
York, bringing countless jobs and Fed-
eral resources to his district.

One of his major accomplishments
was the establishment of the Ad-Hoc
Committee of Irish Affairs which he
used as a forum to represent one of the
largest communities of Irish immi-
grants in the United States.

As co-chair of this committee, he
worked closely with President Clinton
to urge him to grant a visa to Gerry
Adams, and this began the peace proc-
ess that led to the Good Friday Agree-
ment in Northern Ireland.
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As a friend and a mentor, I have to
say, in addition to being a caring hus-
band, grandfather, and father, Tom was
a dear friend to many. In 1984, my
uncle, Walter Crowley, ran against
Tom Manton in that open primary seat
that I spoke of earlier. I worked very
hard for my Uncle Walter in that cam-
paign, and I remember vividly the
heartbreaking loss my Uncle endured
and that I felt myself. Tom Manton
was an unspoken name in our house-
hold. It was a bad word. You couldn’t
say that name.

But not long after that, Tom Manton
tapped me on the shoulder at the Coun-
ty Cork  Association dance on
Greenpoint Avenue, and he said to me,
how would you like to be the next as-
semblyman from the 30th assembly dis-
trict? Why don’t you think about get-
ting in that primary. And I did. I won
a subway primary, with his support and
under his tutelage. In 1998, I was proud
to succeed him here in Congress as the
Congressman from the Seventh Con-
gressional District.

I know how proud Tom was to serve
in this Congress, and I know how proud
I am of the work that he did here, and
I am proud to succeed him here in Con-
gress to this day. There is not a day
that I am not grateful for the opportu-
nities that Tom Manton created for me
and for my life.

To Tom’s wife, Diane; to his four
children, Cathy Manton Laurent of
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