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The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable SUSAN
M. COLLINS, a Senator from the State
of Maine.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Creator, our source of
strength, we humbly acknowledge Your
power and gratefully accept Your
mercy and grace.

We need Your mercy for we fall short
of Your glory. We need Your grace, for
we can do nothing to deserve Your
favor or gain Your love.

Today, permit our Senators to feel
Your presence. Give them confidence to
draw near to You and to find grace to
help them meet national and global
challenges.

Help them to find joy in the compan-
ionship of Your sovereign leading. Use
them to promote the values of justice
and peace.

We pray in Your glorious Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable SUSAN M. COLLINS led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate.

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, July 24, 2006.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable SUSAN M. COLLINS, a
Senator from the State of Maine, to perform
the duties of the Chair.
TED STEVENS,
President pro tempore.

Ms. COLLINS thereupon assumed the

Chair as Acting President pro tempore.
————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will be a period for the transaction of
morning business, with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each until the hour of 3 p.m.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. FRIST. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————

SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Madam President, this
afternoon we have a 1l-hour period of
morning business before we proceed to
executive session. At approximately 3
o’clock today we will be turning to
consideration of Jerome Holmes to be a
United States Circuit Court judge for
the Tenth Circuit. We have an order in
place that allows for 2 hours of debate
today and 2 hours of debate tomorrow
morning. Therefore the vote on con-
firmation of Jerome Holmes will occur
tomorrow morning before the policy
meetings.

I also remind everyone that we have
a consent agreement for the consider-

ation of S. 403, the Child Custody Pro-
tection bill. We will be returning to
that bill tomorrow afternoon to dispose
of the amendments and final passage of
the Child Custody Protection measure
tomorrow.

I want to put all of my colleagues on
notice that we do need to finish that
bill on Tuesday, and if we have to work
well into the evening, we will do so in
order to finish that important bill.

Another issue to consider this week
is the Energy Security Act of 2006.
That bipartisan bill is on the calendar
and we want to proceed to its consider-
ation as quickly as possible. If there
are objections to considering that bill,
it will be necessary to file cloture and
we will be prepared to file that motion.
That vote would come as early as
Wednesday, Wednesday morning. I do
also remind my colleagues that we
have a joint meeting on Wednesday
morning. At 11 o’clock on Wednesday
there will be a joint meeting with the
House to hear the address by Prime
Minister Maliki of Iraq.

Given this address, a cloture vote
would occur possibly around 10 o’clock
on Wednesday, in which case we could
proceed directly to the House imme-
diately following that vote, sometime
after 10:30. If that is the case, and I ex-
pect it will be, Senators should stay in
the Chamber following that vote and
then we will proceed together to the
Hall of the House of Representatives
for that joint meeting.

I was discussing with the Democratic
leader, we should also put our col-
leagues on notice that next week will
be the last week of legislative business
prior to the August adjournment. As
we plan the schedule for the remainder
of this week and next, there is a lot to
accomplish. Senators should fully ex-
pect a vote on Monday, July 31. We
were able to reach several agreements
last week, which allowed us to say no
rollcall votes for today’s session, but I
expect very important votes will occur
each day next week, including Mon-
day’s session, so everyone should plan
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