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kept coming back to make it look better. After
32 years, he was not done making the House
of Representatives a more wonderful place to
work.

On Friday, May 26, 2006 Roy was doing his
work as he always does. He was in my office
touching-up when the security alarms went off
and the Capitol Police ordered the building
locked-down. Roy spent the next six hours in
my office with my staff, sharing in conversa-
tion, and Coca-Cola and peanuts from my
home state of Georgia. Although | was not in
the building, my staff tells me that Roy was a
joy to be around that day. No one enjoyed the
unfortunate situation that developed that day,
but Roy was an individual who made the
hours pass by more smoothly. He was un-
flinching in his manner and helped to keep a
startled office calm—even as the frightening
circumstances hit close to home.

Since that day in May, my office has truly
had a new friend. He has become a regular
visitor and his constant smile will be missed.
Roy’s hard work and dedication are rare traits.
We thank him for his years of service to our
Nation, to this House, and we wish him luck
and God speed in the next phase of his life.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE 15TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF UKRAINE’'S INDEPEND-
ENCE

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2006

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on August 24, Ukraine will celebrate the
15th anniversary of its independence. As we
continue to strengthen relations with allies
around the world, the importance of a demo-
cratic Ukraine cannot be overstated.

Since the fall of the Soviet Union, Ukraine
has made steady progress toward the creation
of democratic institutions and a free-market
economy. While past political instability proved
challenging to the Ukrainian economy, reforms
implemented under the leadership of President
Viktor Yushchenko have brought greater suc-
cess and prosperity to the people of Ukraine.
| was honored to attend President
Yushchenko’s historic speech before a Joint
Session of Congress last April.

Moreover, Ukraine has cultivated a civil so-
ciety, showing greater respect for human
rights, maintaining peaceful relationships with
its neighbors, and investing in its citizens’
prosperity.

| am very grateful that my home church, the
First Presbyterian Church of Columbia, South
Carolina, has entered into a strong and vibrant
partnership with Maximovicha Baptist Church
in Vinnitsa, Ukraine. Both churches are pro-
moting exchanges of citizens who, sharing
their experiences are promoting democracy.
The inspiring heritage and culture of Ukraine
is being appreciated by the people of South
Carolina. The United States is proud to call
Ukraine a friend. We will continue to seek
Ukraine’s support in world affairs and remain
committed to helping the people of Ukraine
compete in the global economy for the in-
creased prosperity of its citizens.
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RECOGNIZING HEARTLAND
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HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2006

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Heartland Health of Saint Joseph,
Missouri. Heartland Health has been recog-
nized as a strong advocate for women in the
workplace and has been chosen to receive the
YWCA Employer of Excellence Award.

Heartland Health has been recognized by
the YWCA as one of the best places to work
in the St. Joseph area. Heartland maintains a
flexible work environment that bases advance-
ment on employee performance. As a result,
many women have been able to obtain posi-
tions in the senior leadership of the organiza-
tion. Heartland Health is very supportive of
families and has developed programs to help
working mothers and assist in continuing edu-
cation. These are benefits that have produced
a very committed and productive workforce.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
recognizing Heartland Health. Heartland has
developed into a business that manages to
serve employees as well as the community. |
am honored to represent Heartland and its
employees in the United States Congress.

————
IN COMMEMORATION OF THE NA-
TIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR

WOMEN ON ITS 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2006

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the found-
ing of the National Organization for Women
(NOW), our Nation’s paramount champion of
women’s rights.

The National Organization for Women has
been a pioneer in the fight for women’s equal-
ity and is one of our Nation’s foremost institu-
tions for social justice and social change. For
the past 40 years, NOW has been at the fore-
front of every major effort to advance women’s
rights and promote equality between the
sexes.

The National Organization for Women was
founded in 1966 with the $5 contributions of
28 women. These women came together in
recognition of the need to bring women into
equal partnership with men as part of a world-
wide human rights movement. In the last 40
years, NOW has expanded this vision to local
and campus chapters in all 50 states and the
District of Columbia and grown its membership
to roughly 500,000.

As the largest feminist organization in the
United States, NOW’s continued success is
due to its leaders’ commitment to innovative
and diverse avenues of activism. From local
rallies and mass marches to political lobbying
and Supreme Court battles, NOW works to
achieve advancement for women. Its current
primary concerns are promoting passage of
the Equal Rights Amendment, eradication of
violence against women, championing repro-
ductive freedom and other women’s health

E1555

issues, opposition to racism and bigotry
against lesbians and gays and advocating for
economic and educational equality.

Since 1967, NOW has dedicated itself to
passage of the Equal Rights Amendment. The
organization tirelessly led efforts to lobby Con-
gress for the amendment’s passage until both
Houses ratified the ERA in 1971. NOW then
led the campaign for ratification in the states
and fought for the extension of the amend-
ment’s deadline.

Since 1969, NOW has brought lawsuits to
our Nation’s courts to fight sex discrimination
in the workplace. In one of the first cases to
apply Title VII of the Civil Rights Act to a sex
discrimination case, NOW won women access
to positions previously denied to them be-
cause of biased and unnecessary strength
tests.

Recognizing that economic security means
little to women who are not secure in their
homes, NOW pioneered the founding of bat-
tered women’s shelters and rape crisis cen-
ters. By organizing the first Take Back the
Night rallies, NOW activists provided women
with a platform to confront threats of violence
and empowered them to speak out against
their offenders. In 1994, NOW'’s efforts to end
women’s victimization culminated in the pas-
sage of the Violence Against Women Act.

Since its founding, NOW has led the battle
for women’s reproductive freedom. NOW was
the first national organization to call for the le-
galization of abortion and has committed itself
to safeguarding the right to choose secured by
Roe v. Wade. For 20 years NOW fought to
use federal anti-racketeering laws to protect
abortion clinics and their clients from harass-
ment by militant anti-abortionists. In 2004,
NOW cosponsored the March for Women’s
Lives to demonstrate Americans unequivocal
support for women’s reproductive rights. The
march drew 1.15 million people to Wash-
ington, D.C. for the largest civil rights dem-
onstration in U.S. history.

NOW was an early and vocal supporter of
lesbian rights. NOW activists supported the
rights of lesbians and their families in Belmont
v. Belmont, the landmark case that awarded a
lesbian mother custody of her children. Rose-
mary Dempsey, the defendant, later served as
NOW’s Vice President of Action. ill 1975, les-
bian rights became one of NOW’s priority
issues and has since been the theme of two
of its national conferences.

Opposed to bigotry and discrimination of all
kinds, NOW has also been a champion and
defender of affirmative action policies. In 1996,
50,000 activists gathered in San Francisco in
defense of affirmative action for NOW’s March
to Fight the Right. NOW has also adopted a
hiring policy that reflects its dedication to di-
versity and commitment to eradicating racial
disparities in the work place.

Today, NOW’s President, Kim Gandy, fol-
lows in the footsteps of the organization’s in-
augural president, the late Betty Friedan.
Under Ms. Gandy’s leadership, NOW remains
committed to the passage of the Equal Rights
Amendment and has risen to the unique chal-
lenges of our time. Advocating for pay equity,
affordable quality daycare, women-friendly
workplaces, and a fair minimum wage, NOW,
with unfaltering determination, continues to
lead our country on the march towards wom-
en’s equality.

Mr. Speaker, as the National Organization
for Women celebrates 40 years as our coun-
try’s preeminent voice for the advancement of
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women, | ask that my distinguished colleagues
join me in recognizing the essential role that
NOW has played in leading efforts to create
positive social and political change.

———

DR. AULAKH, PRESIDENT OF
COUNCIL OF KHALISTAN, MAKES
PRESENTATION AT LONDON IN-
STITUTE OF SOUTH ASIA

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2006

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, recently the Lon-
don Institute of South Asia held an event to
honor author Professor Gurtej Singh, who has
a significant book on the repression in India.
In connection with that, they held a seminar
on the topic of a separate electorate in India
for minorities. Dr. Gunnit Singh Aulakh, Presi-
dent of the Council of Khalistan, spoke at the
Institute in connection with the seminar. He
spoke about the struggle to liberate Khalistan,
the Sikh homeland. As you know, Mr. Speak-
er, Khalistan declared its independence on
October 7, 1987. Yet Indian repression of the
Sikh Nation continues to this day.

Dr. Aulakh spoke out against a separate
electorate within India for the Sikhs, arguing
that only full independence will allow the Sikhs
to live in peace, prosperity, dignity, and free-
dom. He said that independence for Khalistan
is inevitable, noting the recent marches, semi-
nars, and other events showing the rising tide
of support for freedom for Khalistan. And the
politicians in Punjab have noticed and are be-
ginning to speak out for Khalistan. That is a
good sign. Even the Congress Party govern-
ment of Punjab explicitly asserted the sov-
ereignty of Punjab when it cancelled the
agreements allowing the transfer of Punjabi
water to non-riparian states last year.

He reported on the repression of the Sikhs
that continues to show up in the form of the
Indian Government destroying Sikh farms with
bulldozers, farms that Sikh farmers had
worked their lives for, only to see a lifetime of
work destroyed by the Indian regime. This re-
pression takes the form of arresting people for
raising the flag of Khalistan, even though the
Indian courts have ruled that wearing the saf-
fron of Khalistan or raising a flag is not a
crime. But the Indian Government apparently
believes that it is not bound by the law, a posi-
tion held not by democratic, but totalitarian
governments. As my friend from California has
said, for minorities, “India may as well be Nazi
Germany.”

Mr. Speaker, we cannot sit idly by and let
this repression continue. | know that there are
many pressing problems on the world stage
that require our attention, such as the situation
in Lebanon and the continuing fight against
terrorism in Iraq and Afghanistan. But we must
not let the necessity of attention and action in
these important situations allow us to let In-
dian repression slip under the radar. It is our
duty to the principles on which this country
was founded to support freedom everywhere
in the world, not just in the hot spots. It is time
to take action, Mr. Speaker. America should
cut off aid and trade with India until all people
there are allowed to live in freedom. And we
should support real democracy, the kind India
claims to believe in, in the form of a free and
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fair plebiscite in Punjab, Khalistan, in Nagalim,
in Kashmir, and wherever people seek their
freedom in South Asia.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to place the Coun-
cil of Khalistan’s press release on Dr. Aulakh’s
visit to the London Institute of South Asia into
the RECORD at this time.

DR. AULAKH SPEAKS TO LONDON INSTITUTE OF
SOUTH ASIA—BOOK AWARD TO PROFESSOR
GURTEJ SINGH

WASHINGTON, D.C., JuLy 12, 2006.—Dr.
Gurmit Singh Aulakh, President of the
Council of Khalistan, spoke last month at
the London Institute of South Asia (LISA.)
He went there for a ceremony honoring Pro-
fessor Gurtej Singh IAS for his book, Tandev
of the Centaur, which won the LISA Book
Award. The seminar addressed the topic of a
separate electorate for Indian. minorities.
Dr. Aulakh spoke on the topic of the libera-
tion of Khalistan. He said that the idea of CI
separate election could be good for some mi-
norities but was something that would hold
back the struggle for freedom of minority
nations that are dominant in their areas. He
gave four radio interviews on Punjabi sta-
tions that are listened to worldwide.

Professor Gurtej Singh said, ‘“‘As part of
my narration [for the book], I found myself
suggesting a theory indicating the spurious
nature of India’s struggle for freedom. I am
aware that it renders the main activities of
the Congress Party and its leaders to an ex-
ercise in collaboration. But I am in good
company in coming to that conclusion. Mi-
chael Edwards, in his The Myth of the Ma-
hatma. has clearly shown that the British
really feared the ‘Western style revolution-
aries’ whom Gandhi effectively neutralized.
The Administration considered Gandhi as an
ally of the British as a neutralizer of rebel-
lion.”

““This book does not clarify everything,
but it clarifies a lot,” said Brigadier Usman
Khalid, Director of LISA. “It lays the foun-
dation for friendship between two irrepress-
ible nations of the subcontinent—the Mus-
lims and the Sikhs. The national cohesion
that exists within the Muslims and the Sikhs
cannot be replicated in the caste based
Brahminic society,” Brigadier Khalid said,
“‘Indian secularism is ’fraudulent; Indian na-
tionalism is a pious hope without foundation
or purpose. The book nails those lies. It is a
great starting point for the ‘freedom for all
in South Asia.’”

“Despite the Indian Government’s massive
efforts over two decades to crush the
Khalistani freedom movement and the other
freedom movements, there remains strong
support for Khalistan in Punjab and the sur-
rounding Sikh areas,” Dr. Aulakh said. He
noted the anniversary of the attack on the
Golden Temple and the atrocities that were
committed in Operation Bluestar. He took
note of the arrests of Sikh leaders in Punjab
for making speeches and hoisting the flag.
He noted that Khalistan slogans were raised
inside the Golden Temple recently. He noted
the seminars organized by Atinder Pal Singh
and took note of the atrocities committed by
the Indian government. such as the kidnap-
ping and murder of Jaswant Singh Khalra,
the murder of Akal Takht Jathedar Gurdev
Singh Kaunke, tearing apart the driver of
Saba Charan Singh, and the mass cremation
of Sikhs. He cited the Chithisinghpora mas-
sacre, the bombing of an Indian Airlines
flight in 1985, and other atrocities committed
by the Indian government.

A report issued by the Movement Against
State Repression (MASR) shows that India
admitted that it held 52,268 political pris-
oners under the repressive ‘‘Terrorist and
Disruptive Activities Act” (TADA) even
though it expired in 1995. Many have been in
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illegal custody since 1984. There as been no
list published of those who were acquitted
under TADA and those who are still rotting
in Indian jails. Additionally, according to
Amnesty International, there are tens of
thousands of other minorities being held as
political prisoners. The MASR report quotes
the Punjab Civil Magistracy as writing ‘‘if
we add up the figures of the last few years
the number of innocent persons killed would
run into lakhs [hundreds of thousands.]’’ The
Indian government has murdered over 250,000
Sikhs since 1984, more than 300,000 Christians
in Nagaland, over 90,000 Muslims in Kashmir.
tens of thousands of Christians and Muslims
throughout the country, and tens of thou-
sands of Tamils, Assamese, Manipuris, and
others. The Indian Supreme Court called the
Indian government’s murders of Sikhs
‘“‘worse than a genocide,”’

Government-allied Hindu militants have
burned down Christian churches and prayer
halls, murdered priests, and raped nuns. The
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) described the
rapists as ‘“‘patriotic youth’ and called the
nuns ‘‘antinational elements.”” Hindu radi-
cals, members of the Bajrang Dal, burned
missionary Graham Stewart Staines and his
two sons, ages 10 and 8, to death while they
surrounded the victims and chanted ‘Victory
to Hannuman,” the Hindu monkey-faced
God. The Bajrang Dal is the youth arm of the
RSS. The VHP is a militant Hindu Nation-
alist organization that is under the umbrella
of the RSS.

‘“The genocidal policies of the Indian gov-
ernment are aimed at eliminating all these
groups,” Dr. Aulakh said. ‘‘Self-determina-
tion must be the standard,” he said. ‘“‘Short
of that, it is hard to see how the freedom of
all people in South Asia will be protected.”

We thank the London Institute of South
Asia for including Dr. Aulakh in its presen-
tations. We would like to thank General
Khalid, Dr. Awatar Singh Sekhon, V.T.
Rajshekar, and all the trustees of the Insti-
tute for inviting Dr. Aulakh to make this
presentation.

——

PRESIDENT NIYAZOV INTENSIFIES
REPRESSION IN TURKMENISTAN

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2006

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, as
Co-Chairman of the U.S. Helsinki Commis-
sion, | want to bring to the attention of the
Congress a number of alarming arrests re-
centy made by the Government of
Turkmenistan. Last month between June 16—
18, three human rights defenders were de-
tained by Turkmen security forces and have
been held for over a month. Considering
Turkmenistan’s abysmal human rights record,
| greatly fear for their safety as they are cer-
tainly at risk of torture.

Amankurban  Amanklychev,  Ogulsapar
Muradova, and Sapardurdy Khajiev are affili-
ated with the Turkmenistan Helsinki Founda-
tion, a non-governmental organization that
monitors human rights in Turkmenistan. In ad-
dition, Ms. Muradova has served as a jour-
nalist for Radio Liberty, a private communica-
tions service funded by the Congress through
the Broadcasting Board of Governors.

Apparently Turkmen authorities arrested
these three individuals because of their con-
nection to a documentary about President
Saparmurat Niyazov’s cult of personality and
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