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And indeed, for the millions of Little League 

fans around the world, the 2006 Little League 
Championship game will go down as one of 
the best single games in the history of the 
event. 
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TRIBUTE TO STAFF SERGEANT 
CHRISTOPHER SWANSON 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, the tragic death 
of a young soldier from Anne Arundel County, 
Maryland, who gave the ultimate measure of 
sacrifice in the global war on terror, saddens 
all of us. As we continue to fight this war, the 
loss of each and every service member is a 
tragedy. 

Anne Arundel County, the state of Maryland, 
and our Nation lost a great hero when Army 
Staff Sergeant Christopher Swanson of Rose 
Haven was killed in Anbar on July 22. 

More than 50 of Maryland’s bravest have 
now died in the war in Iraq. 

Christopher Swanson was completely dedi-
cated to protecting his fellow troops. He wrote 
on his personal website, ‘‘I would do anything 
for them even if it means giving my life to 
save theirs.’’ 

Swanson was highly regarded in his family 
and community. As a teenager, he traveled on 
mission trips with members of the First Baptist 
Church in Upper Marlboro, providing the hope 
of a better life to gang members in West Vir-
ginia and Ohio. 

He was the captain of his soccer team at 
Southern High School, where faculty remem-
bered a ‘‘happy go-lucky kid that was always 
lending a hand.’’ 

In August of 1999, Sergeant Swanson en-
listed in the Army, even as others tried to talk 
him out of it. He served in Kosovo as a mem-
ber of the 82nd Airborne Division, and was 
part of the initial assault on Iraq in March of 
2003, the first of three tours. 

Sergeant Swanson was awarded two purple 
hearts, one after being injured by an impro-
vised explosive device just weeks before he 
was killed. He persevered, telling his brother 
Kenneth that he would not be sidelined. 

Christopher Swanson gave his life for all of 
us. As his representative in Congress, I am 
grateful for his patriotism and his sacrifice. 
The Fifth District of Maryland and all Ameri-
cans join the Swanson family in mourning the 
loss of this fine young man, a real hero. 
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IN LASTING MEMORY OF JUDGE 
JOHN W. GOODSON 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Judge John W. 
Goodson, a true treasure to the community of 
Texarkana, Arkansas, and to the entire state 
of Arkansas. Judge Goodson passed away 
August 18, 2006, in Texarkana, Arkansas, at 
the age of 80. 

John W. Goodson began practicing law in 
1951 and was known as a ‘‘gentle giant’’ in 

the courtroom because of his imposing height, 
booming voice and tender heart. Throughout 
his distinguished career as a lawyer and Cir-
cuit Judge, John Goodson was a mentor and 
a friend to many. Some of those he mentored 
moved on to become international lawyers, 
elected prosecutors, Circuit Judges, Arkansas 
Supreme Court Judges and a federal Judge. 

Judge Goodson served as the presiding Cir-
cuit Judge in courts in Miller, Lafayette, Hemp-
stead and Nevada counties in Southwest Ar-
kansas. 

Judge Goodson was a World War II Air 
Force Veteran, a member of the Arkansas Ma-
sonic Lodge, and a board member and former 
Sunday school teacher at the First United 
Methodist Church in Texarkana, Arkansas. 

Nothing meant more in the life of John W. 
Goodson than the love he had for his family. 
This love was evident in all he did, from his 
active involvement in his church to his role as 
a community leader. 

My condolences go out to his wife, Doris; 
his daughters Jan Murphy and Mary Jane 
Briggs; his son John Goodson; and his three 
granddaughters, Jane Anne Murphy, Wesley 
Hana Goodson and Mary Claire Briggs. Judge 
Goodson will be sorely missed in Texarkana 
and throughout the state of Arkansas. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF DR. GAYLE HOLLIDAY 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I proudly rise 
today in recognition of the achievements of Dr. 
Gayle Holliday, an important resident of the 
Fifth District of Missouri, which I am honored 
to represent. This week, Dr. Holliday is to be 
inducted into the Missouri Walk of Fame dur-
ing a reception as part of the Congressional 
Black Caucus Foundation’s Annual Legislative 
Conference, an event held to honor the 
achievements of African-Americans who have 
made significant contributions to Missouri. I 
had the privilege of nominating Gayle for the 
Congressional Black Caucus Spouses’ Cele-
bration of Leadership Unsung Hero Award. 
While this award carries no monetary prize, it 
is no less a testament to her devotion to 
bettering our area. For more than 35 years, 
Gayle has dedicated her life to the Greater 
Kansas City community, promoting and im-
proving socio-economic conditions, political 
empowerment and civil rights of people of 
color. 

Dr. Holliday holds a Bachelor of Arts in Po-
litical Science, a Masters in Public Administra-
tion, and a Ph.D. in Management and Applied 
Technology. She is the President and Owner 
of G & H Consulting, LLC, which has been in 
business for more than 10 years, helping cli-
ents in the public, private and non-profit sec-
tors with strategic planning and business plan 
development. She was recently appointed by 
Jackson County, Missouri to oversee the mi-
nority and women hiring by contractors and 
subcontractors for the Truman Sports Com-
plex renovation, which is home of the Kansas 
City Chiefs and the Kansas City Royals. Addi-
tionally, under President Bill Clinton, Gayle 
was selected as one of a small group of indi-
viduals to represent the transportation industry 
on the President’s transition team. 

Civically, Dr. Holliday serves on twelve 
boards in the Greater Kansas City Area with 
varied interests such as healthcare, education, 
economic development, and diversity in such 
areas as race, sex, and religion. Through 
these community activities, Gayle amasses 
more than 70 hours of community service 
each month. She is also a member of the 
church I pastor, St. James United Methodist 
Church, and finds time to serve as chair of the 
Pastor Parish Staff Relations Committee. In all 
of her activities, she demonstrates her dedica-
tion and commitment to the greater good of 
others. Her high energy pace translates di-
rectly to the results she is able to obtain for 
the benefit of all in the Greater Kansas City 
Area. Regardless of whether she is in the 
trenches or the boardroom, her poise and 
thoughtfulness is ever present. 

Throughout her life, Dr. Gayle Holliday has 
exercised a tireless belief in the principle of 
putting ‘‘others’’ before ‘‘self.’’ She has put her 
principles to practice, and the effects of her ef-
forts can be felt throughout the Kansas City 
Metropolitan Area. 

For those reasons and more, it is indeed an 
honor and privilege to recognize Dr. Holliday 
at the Missouri Walk of Fame reception, 
hosted by myself and fellow Missourian, U.S. 
Representative WILLIAM LACY CLAY of St. 
Louis. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in expressing 
our appreciation to Dr. Gayle Holliday and her 
endless commitment to serving the residents 
of the State of Missouri. She is a true role 
model not just to the African-American com-
munity in Missouri, but to the entire African- 
American community at large. May her suc-
cess serve as a stepping stone for many other 
African-Americans eager to be just as suc-
cessful in their endeavors. While it is but a 
small acknowledgement for all of the work she 
has done, it is a heartfelt gesture, taking 
strength from the myriad lives she has 
touched in our hometown. 
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TRIBUTE TO NORTHWEST INDIANA 
FEDERATION OF LABOR 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct honor to congratulate some of the most 
devoted and proficient workers in Northwest 
Indiana. The Northwest Indiana Federation of 
Labor AFL–CIO will recognize several individ-
uals for their dedication during the 32nd An-
nual Community Awards Reception to be held 
at the Duneland Falls Banquet Center in 
Chesterton, Indiana on Thursday, August 31, 
2006. These individuals, in addition to the 
other Northwest Indiana Federation of Labor 
members who have served Northwest Indiana 
so diligently for such a long period of time, are 
a tribute to the ideal American worker: loyal, 
dedicated, and hardworking. 

At this year’s event, several individuals will 
receive special recognition. Mr. Thomas 
Conway, United Steelworkers International 
Union Vice President, is this year’s recipient of 
the President’s Award. Mr. Conway is being 
honored for enhancing the well-being of work-
ers throughout Northwest Indiana by countless 
contributions which further the philosophy of 
the Labor Movement. 
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Mr. James W. Callahan, City of Hammond 

Building Commissioner, will receive the Serv-
ice to Labor Award for special recognition in 
assisting organized labor to improve the qual-
ity of life for workers in Northwest Indiana. 

On behalf of the Pangere Corporation, Mr. 
Steve Pangere, President, will be presented 
with this year’s Union Label Award for unself-
ish devotion to the Labor movement through 
its promotion in all areas of endeavor. 

On behalf of the United Union of Roofers, 
Waterproofers and Allied Workers Local 26 
and Roofers Local 26 Joint Apprenticeship 
and Training Committee Apprentice Program, 
Mr. Jeff Lussow, Business Manager, and Mr. 
Keith Vitkovich, Apprenticeship Coordinator, 
will accept the Community Service Award for 
exemplary service to the community and the 
enhancement of the quality of life for all. 

Mr. Patrick Malott, Sr., United Steelworkers 
#6787, will receive the George Meany Scout 
Award, an honor bestowed upon him by the 
Boy Scouts of America. 

Mr. James G. Stemmler, Business Manager 
for the Iron Workers Local 395, will be hon-
ored with the Lifetime Achievement Award. 
The exceptional service he has provided to 
the community deserves our admiration and 
respect. His dedication and commitment dem-
onstrated for his community is representative 
of the values we cherish in Northwest Indiana. 

For the 2006 Business Sector Awards, Mr. 
John C. Mang is this year’s recipient of the 
President’s Award. The years of hard work he 
has put forth are a true inspiration to all. Mr. 
Calvin E. Bellamy is this year’s recipient of the 
Retail/Wholesale Sector Award, while Mr. Mike 
Schaller, President, Schaller and Mandemack 
Construction, Incorporated, will receive the 
Building Trades Sector Award. Finally, Mr. 
Don Potrebic, Lake County Councilman and 
retired member of the United Steelworkers 
Local 1014, will be honored with this year’s 
Service/Municipal Sector Award. 

Northwest Indiana has a rich history of ex-
cellence in its craftsmanship and loyalty by its 
tradesmen. These individuals are all out-
standing examples of these qualities. They 
have demonstrated their loyalty to both the 
union and the community through their hard 
work and self-sacrifice. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me in congratulating 
these dedicated, honorable, and outstanding 
citizens, in addition to all of the hardworking 
union men and women in America. They have 
shown commitment and courage toward their 
pursuits, and I am proud to represent them in 
Washington, DC. 
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HONORING RICHARD GIMBL 

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
am very proud to rise in honor of an American 
hero and one of the bravest firemen that Long 
Island has ever known, Mr. Richard Gimbl, 
Chief of the Holbrook Fire Department. 

It is a tremendous privilege for me to inform 
the House that Chief Gimbl was recently se-
lected by the great State of New York as its 
2006 ‘‘Fireman of the Year.’’ This award is the 
most recent of a long and highly prestigious 

list of decorations bestowed upon Chief Gimbl 
throughout a remarkably distinguished career 
exemplified by valor, sacrifice and selfless 
dedication to his fellow firemen and on behalf 
of a grateful community that he served and 
protected for 36 years. 

Mr. Speaker, Chief Gimbl has answered the 
call time and again. He was dispatched to 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands to help with 
the relief and recovery from the violent hurri-
canes of the late 1980s. As part of a FEMA 
relief unit, he responded to the Oklahoma City 
bombing in 1995. And he was there at Ground 
Zero on September 11th when the World 
Trade Center and so many of our bravest fire-
men fell. 

At a time in our Nation’s history when the 
ever-present threat of terrorism and natural 
disasters continue to imperil our safety and 
security here at home, we need and are deep-
ly grateful for heroes like Chief Gimbl, who set 
the bar for a higher standard of commitment 
and bravery consistently demonstrated by our 
first responders, and who comfort us each day 
by the blanket of security they provide at the 
expense of tremendous sacrifice. 

Mr. Speaker, as Chief Gimbl recovers from 
injuries sustained in the line of duty last year, 
we join with his family, fellow firefighters at the 
Holbrook FD, and the entire Long Island com-
munity in expressing our sincere best wishes 
for a full and speedy recovery and to assure 
each of them that he will remain in our 
thoughts and prayers. 
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15TH ANNIVERSARY OF UKRAINE’S 
INDEPENDENCE 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, Au-
gust 24th marked the fifteenth anniversary of 
Ukraine’s rebirth as an independent state, fi-
nally being freed from the shackles of Soviet 
misrule that included a reign of terror, cultural 
suppression and a genocidal famine. 

The last fifteen years have witnessed peaks 
and valleys as the Ukrainian people have 
struggled to overcome the legacy of com-
munism and Moscow’s imperialism. While the 
process of Ukraine’s restoration is still a work 
in progress, great strides have been made to 
consolidate that nation as an independent, 
free and democratic state. The December 1, 
1991 referendum on independence, the 1996 
Constitution and especially the 2004 Orange 
Revolution stand as highlights, demonstrating 
Ukrainian resolve for independence, rule of 
law, democracy and freedom, and the con-
tinuing promise of a better life. 

In contrast to the first 13 years of independ-
ence, Ukraine is now ‘‘free’’, and not merely 
‘‘partly free.’’ The March 26 parliamentary 
election was one of the freest and fairest ever 
held among post-Soviet states. The Ukrainian 
economy is on the road to recovery and devel-
opment after the initial post-Soviet decline of 
the 1990s. Ukraine is a responsible neighbor 
and has shown its mettle as a partner for 
peace and security in the world. 

Of course, challenges remain despite the 
real progress that has been made. There have 
been missed opportunities. Many of the prom-
ises of the Orange Revolution are only par-

tially fulfilled. The rule of law, including a truly 
independent judiciary, remains to be consoli-
dated. Corruption, although not as egregious 
as before the Orange Revolution, still rears its 
ugly head. Many Ukrainians believe all too 
many among the political elites look first to-
ward their personal interests rather than to the 
good of the people and of the nation they are 
supposed to serve. As the last months have 
demonstrated, political stability can be elusive, 
and it remains to be seen what direction the 
new government will take. Nevertheless, 
Ukraine continues to show tremendous poten-
tial, and I am firmly convinced that this still rel-
atively young 15-year-old independent state 
will fulfill its potential. 

Mr. Speaker, in looking over the last fifteen 
years, we must not forget the sacrifices of mil-
lions who fought for Ukraine’s liberty over the 
course of the last century, often against great 
odds and at great personal risk. Whether in 
the struggle for Ukraine’s short-lived independ-
ence in 1918–21, or the insurgent armies that 
fought against both Nazi and Soviet rule dur-
ing and after World War II, many Ukrainians 
made the ultimate sacrifice. 

More recently, in the final decades of Soviet 
domination, Ukrainian Helsinki Monitors and 
other human rights activists challenged the 
system, calling upon the Kremlin to live up to 
commitments voluntarily undertaken when 
Leonid Brezhnev signed the 1975 Helsinki 
Final Act. One such renowned activist, Ukrain-
ian Helsinki Monitor Nadia Svitlychna, who 
served three years in a Soviet labor camp for 
her tireless defense of human rights and free-
dom, died last month. We honor the memory 
of Mrs. Svitlychna, recalling that it was coura-
geous and dedicated individuals like her who, 
as much as anyone, paved the way for an 
independent, democratic Ukraine. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of the role that the 
Helsinki Commission, which I Co-Chair, has 
played throughout its 30-year existence in 
firmly supporting human rights and freedom 
for Ukraine. I am pleased that the Congress 
has stood firm in support of Ukraine and am 
confident that the United States will continue 
to extend the hand of friendship as Ukraine 
moves toward its rightful place as a fully inte-
grated member of the Euro-Atlantic community 
of nations. 
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TRIBUTE TO MARK CHESNUTT 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mark Chesnutt on this day 
September 6, 2006, his 43rd birthday. This 
outstanding country music star currently has 
14 No. 1 hits, 23 top ten singles, four platinum 
albums, five gold records, and continually 
maintains a hefty live tour schedule. 

Born in Beaumont, TX, Mark got his start 
playing in honky-tonk bars throughout his 
hometown area singing alongside his father, 
Bob Chesnutt. His dad traveled often to Nash-
ville and started taking Mark along at 17 
where he was soon discovered by talent 
agents who recognized the vocal and authen-
tic talents Mark possesses. 

Signed at 17 by MCA, Mark soon won the 
coveted Country Music Association’s Horizon 
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