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Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, September 11,
2001 remains a day of both indescribable trag-
edy and awe-inspiring heroism in our Nation’s
mind. We mourn for the victims of the terrorist
attacks that day, and keep their families in our
prayers. But we also remember the heroism
displayed by so many.

No one will forget, not ever, the courage
seen on 9-11. Courage seen in the actions of
firefighters and police officers, Pentagon em-
ployees, and everyday citizens. Courage seen
by the choices these heroes made—to rush to
the aid of others, to enter into burning build-
ings, to resist the hijackers of Flight 93. Many
who work in the Capitol Building, both Mem-
bers of Congress and staff, remember well
that this symbol of democracy was most likely
a target too—a target avoided only because of
the heroes of Flight 93. We owe these heroes
more than words can provide. We owe all
these heroes more than words can provide.

We are fortunate that five years have
passed without another terrorist strike on our
own soil. We owe this to all those on the front
lines of the War on Terror—in the military, law
enforcement, and intelligence agencies. We
should remember them, and their service, on
this day too. We should ensure they are well-
equipped, have the tools needed for their mis-
sion, and are properly recognized. They stand
on the line for us—on behalf of life and hope,
against an ideology that embraces death and
hate.

The heroism of 9-11 is now part of what
Lincoln called “the mystic chords of memory.”
As time passes, the partisan disagreements of
our day will fade into obscurity. But the her-
oism seen on 9-11 will not. Future genera-
tions of Americans, committed to the promise
of a better world, united by the sacrifices of
previous generations, will remember the he-
roes of September 11.

————
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Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Dr. J. Kent Marlor of Rexburg,
Idaho. On August 24, 2006, Dr. Marlor retired
from a 43 year career as a professor of Polit-
ical Science at Ricks College and later
Brigham Young University—Ildaho.

Throughout his career, Dr. Marlor has prov-
en himself to be a significant member of the
academic community. His contributions have
included detailed and important research and
publications regarding the government’s role in
wildlife and public land management. Just as
important as his intellectual contributions, Dr.
Marlor has greatly contributed to the future of
his students. He has been an advisor, guide,
and most importantly a friend to countless stu-
dents pursuing their educations. Due to Dr.
Marlor’s tireless concern for his students’
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wellbeing, many of them have gone on to a
variety of successful careers in government,
law, and education. In fact, several of his
former students have been employed here on
Capitol Hill and in other branches and depart-
ments of the government.

Dr. Marlor has positively contributed to the
youth of Idaho not only through his teaching
career, but also through his dedicated service
in the Boy Scouts of America. For twenty-five
years Dr. Marlor, an Eagle Scout himself, has
selflessly served as a scoutmaster and on
several scouting committees. For his devoted
service, he has been awarded the prestigious
Silver Beaver Award by the Boy Scouts of
America.

Dr. Marlor's contributions have extended to
Idaho’s great natural environment as well. He
has been a lifelong outdoor enthusiast and for
many years has selflessly donated his time
and efforts to conservation and wildlife man-
agement in Idaho. Dr. Marlor has served as a
chairman on the ldaho Wildlife Council, the
Idaho Fish and Game Advisory Committee,
and he is currently the president of the Idaho
Wildlife Federation. Due to his leadership in
this field, ldahoans for generations to come
can be ensured a continuation of ldaho’s rug-
ged outdoor legacy.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to have such a dis-
tinguished and dedicated constituent residing
within Idaho’s 2nd Congressional District. It is
dedicated educators and volunteers like Dr.
Marlor that ensure the continued success of
our great nation. His contributions have been
immeasurable. Men like Dr. Marlor rarely rest,
and | am certain he will continue to positively
contribute to ldaho and the Nation in his retire-
ment.

———
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Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, as you are aware,
President Roh Moo-hyun of the Republic of
Korea is scheduled to visit the United States
from September 12-15, 2006, for a summit
meeting with President George W. Bush. After
meetings in Washington with President Bush
and Members of the Congressional Leader-
ship, President Roh will travel to San Fran-
cisco.

Mr. Speaker, recently | had the privilege of
visiting South Korea and meeting with Presi-
dent Roh and other Korean officials, as well
as with U.S. soldiers and members of the dip-
lomatic community. The Korean people treated
us with a warmth and hospitality, for which |
am deeply grateful.

While in South Korea, | had an opportunity
to lay a wreath in tribute to GEN Douglas
MacArthur at his statue at Incheon harbor.
The statue was erected by the citizens of the
city of Incheon to commemorate the General’s
vital leadership during the Korean war, includ-
ing his implementation of the daring landing at
Incheon in the darkest days of the Korean
war. In his farewell address before this Con-
gress in 1951, General MacArthur said:

“Of the nations of the world, Korea alone,
up to now, is the sole one which has risked its
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all against communism. The magnificence of
the courage and fortitude of the Korean peo-
ple defies description. They have chosen to
risk death rather than slavery.”

Korea and the United States have been al-
lies and friends for more than half a century.
Our economic ties are strong. With a per cap-
ita income of $14,162, South Korea is the
world’s eleventh-largest economy and the sev-
enth largest trading partner of the United
States, with a trade volume amounting to over
$72 billion each year. The United States and
South Korea are currently engaged in negotia-
tions that will lead to a U.S.-Korea Free Trade
Agreement, which will further solidify and ex-
pand U.S.-Korean economic ties.

With a population of well over 1 million, the
Korean-American community has become, in
the past century, a vital and important part of
the American mosaic. The greater Los Ange-
les area, with its vibrant Korean-American
community, is now one of the world’s centers
of Korean culture. But Korean-Americans are
not only found in California. From Hawaii, east
to New York, and from Alaska down to Flor-
ida, Korean-Americans are making a critical
contribution to the United States in such di-
verse fields as medicine, education, science,
engineering, martial arts, small business enter-
prises, entrepreneurship, music and the fine
arts. America has been enriched by the Ko-
rean-American community’s many contribu-
tions, and its existence has bonded us even
closer to the Korean peninsula across the Pa-
cific.

It should come as no surprise, then, that the
United States is also a popular destination for
travelers from South Korea, whether they are
coming here to visit their family members who
have become part of the American community,
attending U.S. colleges and universities, or
meeting with business colleagues in the pur-
suit of greater trade and investment.

The U.S. consular section at our Embassy
in Seoul is the busiest non-immigrant visa
issuing post in the world, processing between
1,800 and 2,000 visa applications each day. It
is clear that South Koreans want to visit the
United States, and they have good reasons for
doing so.

There are currently efforts underway to
bring South Korea under the umbrella of the
U.S. Visa Waiver Program, which already ap-
plies to 27 other countries, including the
United Kingdom, France, Canada, and Japan.
This program, established in 1986 with the ob-
jective of promoting better relations with U.S.
allies, also eliminates unnecessary barriers to
travel, stimulates the tourism industry, and
permits the U.S. Department of State to focus
consular resources in other areas.

The South Korean government has made it
clear that it intends to meet all of the statutory
and regulatory requirements of the Visa Waiv-
er Program. Seoul is working with the Depart-
ments of Homeland Security, Justice, and
State in a diligent fashion to make sure that
relevant South Korean governmental agencies
have implemented the most up-to-date pass-
port controls, using biometric and other tech-
nologies to prevent fraud and abuse. Mr.
Speaker, | am almost certain that the Republic
of Korea’s entry into the Visa Waiver Program
will be one of the topics discussed by Presi-
dent Roh and President Bush during their
summit meeting this month.

There are, of course, other issues that cer-
tainly will be discussed at the White House by
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