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His failed management of the war has
not made us safer, and his recent at-
tacks against Americans who question
our strategy undermine the very free-
doms he has sworn to protect.

To fulfill our national security mis-
sion, it is time for a new Secretary of
Defense and time for a new direction in
Iraq.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 1442. An act to complete the codifica-
tion of title 46, United States Code, ‘‘Ship-
ping’’, as positive law.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills of the following
titles in which the concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 1902. An act to amend the Public Health
Service Act to authorize funding for the es-
tablishment of a program on children and
the media within the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention to study the role and
impact of electronic media in the develop-
ment of children.

S. 2464. An act to revise a provision relat-
ing to a repayment obligation of the Fort
McDowell Yavapai Nation under the Fort
McDowell Indian Community Water Rights
Settlement Act of 1990, and for other pur-
poses.

————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 6061, SECURE FENCE ACT
OF 2006

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by the
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 1002 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 6061) to establish
operational control over the international
land and maritime borders of the United
States. The amendment printed in the report
of the Committee on Rules accompanying
this resolution shall be considered as adopt-
ed. The bill, as amended, shall be considered
as read. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill, as amended, to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chairman and ranking
minority member of the Committee on
Homeland Security; and (2) one motion to re-
commit with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS) is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
poses of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman,
my friend, from Florida (Mr.
HASTINGS), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all
time is yielded for purposes of debate
only.

This rule provides for 1 hour debate
in the House, equally divided and con-
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trolled by the chairman and ranking
minority member of the Committee on
Homeland Security. It waives all
points of order against consideration of
the bill and provides that the amend-
ment printed in the Rules Committee
report accompanying the resolution
shall be considered as adopted. Finally,
the rule provides the minority with one
motion to recommit, with or without
instructions.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of this rule and the underlying
bill, H.R. 6061, the Secure Fence Act of
2006. This legislation, much of which
has already been passed by the House
as part of H.R. 4437, the Border Protec-
tion, Anti-terrorism, and Illegal Con-
trol Act of 2005, is a positive step in re-
gaining operational control of our bor-
ders and achieving broad reform of the
immigration process.

This legislation is the product of five
formal hearings in standing commit-
tees during this Congress alone. It also
draws on a number of hearings in past
Congresses and a wealth of information
learned through field hearings con-
ducted over the August recess by Mem-
bers of this Republican majority.

Last month, many Members of this
body, who were greatly concerned with
addressing the problem of our porous
borders, traveled across the country to
determine what steps could be taken to
harden our borders and ensure that
those who would wish to harm us can-
not exploit this well-documented weak-
ness.

Like many other Members, over Au-
gust I traveled to our border. I traveled
with Congressmen CHARLIE DENT,
HENRY CUELLAR, JOHN DOOLITTLE, and
JO BONNER to meet with Border Patrol
agents from Laredo, Texas, and to see
firsthand the needs of our country as it
relates to border protection.

We discussed with these dedicated
men and women on the front line of our
border how best to address the rampant
drug and human smuggling that occurs
in an area along our southern border.
We learned firsthand of the challenges
faced by our brave Border Patrol
agents in combating the flood of crimi-
nal activity that occurs along our
southern border on a daily basis. The
information we learned on this trip,
and the information learned from doz-
ens of other field hearings just like this
from this past August, all have been in-
corporated in the legislation that we
will hope to take up today.

The Secure Fence Act of 2006 ad-
vances the rule of law and protects our
Nation by providing our Border Patrol
with the tools they need to achieve
operational control of the border. The
language closely mirrors sections 101,
1002, and 1003 of the border bill already
passed by the House, and authorizes
more than 700 miles of two-layered re-
inforced fencing along the southwest
border with prioritized placement at
critical, highly populated areas. It also
requires an evaluation of infrastruc-
ture needs along the northern border of
America.
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The Secure Fence Act also mandates
that the Department of Homeland Se-
curity achieve and maintain oper-
ational control over the entire border
through a ‘‘virtual fence’” utilizing
leading edge technology and through
established best practices to create op-
timum results at the most efficient
cost. This includes the deployment of
cameras, ground sensors, unmanned
aerial vehicles, and integrated surveil-
lance technology.

This legislation further requires the
Department of Homeland Security to
provide all necessary authority to bor-
der personnel to disable fleeing vehi-
cles, similar to the authority already
held by United States Coast Guard for
maritime vessels.

Finally, this legislation requires DHS
to assess our Nation’s vulnerability on
our northern border and to address how
they can be effectively and efficiently
resolved.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation rep-
resents a commonsense step that this
Congress can take to deal with prob-
lems of alien smuggling, illicit drug
running, and illegal immigration. The
House has already passed a more com-
prehensive bill that enjoyed the sup-
port of 239 bipartisan Members. But be-
cause a broader package of reforms
may not be enacted into law this year,
our Republican leadership has decided
to take the least controversial portions
of this broader reform effort and to
pass them in pieces that the other body
can then take up and pass.

I would like to commend Speaker
HASTERT and Majority Leader BOEHNER
for their vision and leadership in bring-
ing this commonsense bill to the floor
today. I would also like to thank my
dear friend, Mr. SENSENBRENNER, chair-
man of the Judiciary Committee, and
Chairman PETE KING, who is chairman
of Homeland Security, and all the
members of the Judiciary and Home-
land Security Committees for their
hard work in doing the research and
hearings that were necessary to bring
this bill to the floor.

I encourage all my colleagues to sup-
port this rule and the underlying legis-
lation to provide operational control of
our borders.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
Texas, my friend, Mr. SESSIONS, for the
time, and I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
opposition to this closed rule and the
underlying legislation, which is noth-
ing more than political gamesmanship
in the run-up to the mid-term election.
Sounds good, does nothing.

To paraphrase the Vice President, it
seems to me that the majority is in the
last throes of keeping control of the
House and is throwing vacuous public
policy at us in a vain attempt to fool
the American public. Well, Mr. Speak-
er, I believe the American people are
much smarter than that. They can see
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