
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES9680 September 18, 2006 
to law, the USTR’s fiscal year 2006 Perform-
ance Plan and its fiscal year 2004 Annual 
Performance Report; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

EC–8320. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Center for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Medi-
care Program; Medicare Part B Monthly Ac-
tuarial Rates, Premium Rates, and Annual 
Deductible for Calendar Year 2007’’ (RIN0938– 
A023) received on September 15, 2006; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC–8321. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Center for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Part A 
Premiums for Calendar Year 2007 for the Un-
insured Aged and for Certain Disabled Indi-
viduals Who Have Exhausted Other Entitle-
ment’’ (RIN0938–A018) received on September 
15, 2006; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–8322. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Center for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Medi-
care Program; Inpatient Hospital Deductible 
and Hospital and Extended Care Services Co-
insurance Amounts for Calendar Year 2007’’ 
((RIN0938–A019) (CMS–8029–N)) received on 
September 15, 2006; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–8323. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Division for Strategic Human Resources 
Policy, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Absence and Leave; Cred-
itable Service’’ (RIN3206–AK80) received on 
September 13, 2006; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–8324. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Division for Strategic Human Resources 
Policy, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Temporary Assignments 
Under the Intergovernmental Personnel Act 
(IPA)’’ (RIN3206–AJ94) received on Sep-
tember 13, 2006; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–8325. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Division for Strategic Human Resources 
Policy, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Examining System’’ 
(RIN3206–AK85) received on September 13, 
2006; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–8326. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary, Office of Federal 
Contract Compliance Programs, Department 
of Labor, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Affirmative Action 
and Nondiscrimination Obligations of Con-
tractors and Subcontractors; Equal Oppor-
tunity Survey’’ (RIN1215–AB53) received on 
September 13, 2006; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–8327. A communication from the Chair-
man, the Labor Member, and the Manage-
ment Member of the Railroad Retirement 
Board, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relative to the Board’s budget request 
for fiscal year 2008; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–8328. A communication from the Acting 
General Counsel, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting, a draft bill entitled 
‘‘Yankton Sioux Tribe and Santee Sioux 
Tribe Equitable Compensation Act Amend-
ments of 2006’’; to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. DOMENICI (for himself and Mr. 
BINGAMAN): 

S. 3907. A bill to direct the Secretary of the 
Interior to conduct a study of water re-
sources in the State of New Mexico; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr. 
BENNETT): 

S. 3908. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a credit for fuel- 
efficient motor vehicles and to require major 
integrated oil companies to amortize intan-
gible drilling and development costs; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mrs. CLINTON: 
S. 3909. A bill to amend the foreign Assist-

ance Act of 1961 to provide assistance for de-
veloping countries to promote quality basic 
education and to establish the achievement 
of universal basic education in all developing 
countries as an objective of United States 
foreign assistance policy, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 267 

At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 267, a bill to reauthorize the Se-
cure Rural Schools and Community 
Self-Determination Act of 2000, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 713 
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. DOLE) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 713, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for 
collegiate housing and infrastructure 
grants. 

S. 911 
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
911, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for re-
imbursement of certified midwife serv-
ices and to provide for more equitable 
reimbursement rates for certified 
nurse-midwife services. 

S. 1174 
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1174, a bill to authorize the President 
to posthumously award a gold medal 
on behalf of Congress to Robert M. La 
Follette, Sr., in recognition of his im-
portant contributions to the Progres-
sive movement, the State of Wisconsin, 
and the United States. 

S. 1440 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1440, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide coverage for cardiac rehabilita-
tion and pulmonary rehabilitation 
services. 

S. 1934 

At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1934, a bill to reauthorize the 
grant program of the Department of 
Justice for reentry of offenders into 
the community, to establish a task 
force on Federal programs and activi-
ties relating to the reentry of offenders 
into the community, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2154 

At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. LEVIN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2154, a bill to provide for the 
issuance of a commemorative postage 
stamp in honor of Rosa Parks. 

S. 2250 

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 
names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO), the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE), the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN) and the Sen-
ator from Vermont (Mr. JEFFORDS) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 2250, a 
bill to award a congressional gold 
medal to Dr. Norman E. Borlaug. 

S. 2491 

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
MARTINEZ), the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON), the Senator 
from Missouri (Mr. BOND), the Senator 
from Colorado (Mr. SALAZAR), the Sen-
ator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) and 
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. LAU-
TENBERG) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 2491, a bill to award a Congressional 
gold medal to Byron Nelson in recogni-
tion of his significant contributions to 
the game of golf as a player, a teacher, 
and a commentator. 

S. 3035 

At the request of Mr. SMITH, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3035, a bill to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to conduct a study to de-
termine the feasibility of establishing 
the Columbia-Pacific National Herit-
age Area in the States of Washington 
and Oregon, and for other purposes. 

S. 3508 

At the request of Mr. SUNUNU, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3508, a bill to authorize the Moving to 
Work Charter program to enable public 
housing agencies to improve the effec-
tiveness of Federal housing assistance, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 3651 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
SNOWE) and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. DODD) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 3651, a bill to reduce 
child marriage, and for other purposes. 

S. 3655 

At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the 
names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. COLEMAN) and the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 3655, a bill to amend 
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the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
allow individuals eligible for veterans 
health benefits to contribute to health 
savings accounts. 

S. 3737 

At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the 
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
LUGAR) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3737, a bill to amend the National 
Trails System Act to designate the 
Washington-Rochambeau Route Na-
tional Historic Trail. 

S. 3744 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
SMITH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3744, a bill to establish the Abraham 
Lincoln Study Abroad Program. 

S. 3800 

At the request of Mr. HAGEL, the 
name of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. BUNNING) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3800, a bill to amend the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961 to require recipi-
ents of United States foreign assist-
ance to certify that the assistance will 
not be used to intentionally traffic in 
goods or services that contain counter-
feit marks or for other purposes that 
promote the improper use of intellec-
tual property, and for other purposes. 

S. 3837 

At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3837, a bill to authorize the es-
tablishment of the Henry Kuualoha 
Giugni Kupuna Memorial Archives at 
the University of Hawaii. 

S. 3880 

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
DEWINE) and the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. SANTORUM) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 3880, a bill to provide 
the Department of Justice the nec-
essary authority to apprehend, pros-
ecute, and convict individuals commit-
ting animal enterprise terror. 

S. CON. RES. 116 

At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 
of the Senator from Utah (Mr. HATCH) 
was added as a cosponsor of S. Con. 
Res. 116, a concurrent resolution sup-
porting ‘‘Lights On Afterschool!’’, a na-
tional celebration of after school pro-
grams. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. DOMENICI (for himself 
and Mr. BINGAMAN): 

S. 3907. A bill to direct the Secretary 
of the Interior to conduct a study of 
water resources in the State of New 
Mexico; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, 
above-average rainfall in New Mexico 
this summer has led many to turn a 
blind eye to the grim water situation 
faced by our State only 2 months ago. 
New Mexico was fast approaching a dis-
aster due to drought. Many of our mu-
nicipalities’ wells were running dry and 

reservoirs were at dangerously low lev-
els. Providence intervened; narrowly 
averting a crisis resulting from water 
scarcity. 

The development of the centrifugal 
pump was an event of great signifi-
cance in the history of the West. Wind-
mill driven pumps provided enough 
water for a family and several live-
stock. The centrifugal pump, on the 
other hand, was capable of pumping 800 
gallons of water a minute, making pos-
sible the habitation of what was pre-
viously barren desert. To a large ex-
tent, this invention provided the water 
for growing towns and agricultural in-
dustry. However, it also resulted in a 
great dependence on groundwater. As 
such, we need to fully understand the 
nature and extent of our groundwater 
resources. This bill will provide us with 
the information necessary to ensure 
that the water on which we have come 
to rely is available for years to come. 

During times of drought, when sur-
face water is scarce, we must be able to 
reliably turn to groundwater reserves. 
Approximately 90 percent of New Mexi-
cans depend on groundwater for drink-
ing water and 77 percent of New Mexi-
cans obtain water exclusively from 
groundwater sources. While ground-
water supplies throughout the State 
are coming under increasing competi-
tion, not enough is known about these 
resources in order to make sound deci-
sions regarding their use. 

Nearly 40 percent of the State’s popu-
lation resides in the Middle Rio Grande 
Basin. Once thought to contain vast 
quantities of water, we are now faced 
with the reality the Middle Rio Grande 
Basin contains far less water than 
originally thought. Between 1995 and 
2001, the United States Geological Sur-
vey undertook a study of the basin 
which added greatly to our knowledge 
regarding the primary source of water 
for our largest population center. Had 
we proceeded with our water planning 
without the information provided by 
this study, I have little doubt that we 
would ultimately find ourselves in a 
dire situation. However, there is much 
more to be learned about this basin. 

Roughly 65 percent of the State’s 
population lives along the Rio Grande. 
Also located along the river are the 
four largest cities in New Mexico: 
Santa Fe, Albuquerque, Rio Rancho 
and Las Cruces. While the completion 
of the San Juan-Chama Diversion by 
the Albuquerque Bernalillo County 
Water Utility Authority will allow the 
county of Bernalillo and city of Albu-
querque to take advantage of their al-
location of San Juan-Chama water, the 
remainder of the cities and counties lo-
cated along the Rio Grande will con-
tinue to receive the majority of their 
water from aquifers beneath the Rio 
Grande. Aside from the Middle Rio 
Grande Basin, we have limited knowl-
edge of the amount of water contained 
in the aquifers below the Rio Grande, 
the rate at which they recharge, aqui-
fer contamination, and the interaction 
between surface flows and ground 
water. 

Elsewhere in the State, even less is 
understood regarding groundwater re-
sources. While there is limited 
unallocated surface water in the State, 
there are significant quantities of un-
tapped underground water in the 
Tularosa and Salt Basins. The Tularosa 
Basin is approximately 60 miles wide 
and 200 miles long. Making the con-
servative estimate that 10 percent of 
the water contained in that aquifer is 
available for use through desalination, 
it would provide 100 years of water for 
a city the size of Albuquerque. With 
the development of desalination tech-
nology, I anticipate that even a greater 
amount of the brackish water con-
tained in the Tularosa Basin will be 
available for human use. 

Another untapped water supply is the 
Salt Basin located in southern New 
Mexico. The basin lies in a geologically 
complex area and our understanding of 
the total resource is incomplete. How-
ever, initial estimates predict sustain-
able withdrawals on the order of 100,000 
acre-feet per year of potable water 
from the New Mexico portion of the aq-
uifer. This is enough water to support a 
city the size of our largest municipal 
area. Additional brackish resources in 
that basin are highly likely. Because 
the basin is located near expanding 
metropolitan areas near the U.S.-Mex-
ico Border, it is a resource of critical 
importance. 

The bill I introduce today would di-
rect the United States Geological Sur-
vey, in collaboration with the State of 
New Mexico, to undertake a ground-
water resources study in the State of 
New Mexico. A comprehensive study of 
the State’s water resources is critical 
to effective water planning. Absent 
such a study, I fear that there is a sig-
nificant likelihood that we may be de-
pleting aquifers at an unsustainable 
rate. 

I thank Senator BINGAMAN for being 
an original co-sponsor of this legisla-
tion. I also thank Representative 
HEATHER WILSON for introducing com-
panion legislation in the House of Rep-
resentatives and I look forward to 
working with them to ensure the bill’s 
passage. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
text of the bill be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the bill was 
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as 
follows: 

S. 3707 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘New Mexico 
Aquifer Assessment Act of 2006’’. 
SEC. 2. NEW MEXICO WATER RESOURCES STUDY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the In-
terior, acting through the Director of the 
United States Geological Survey (referred to 
in this Act as the ‘‘Secretary’’), in coordina-
tion with the State of New Mexico (referred 
to in this Act as the ‘‘State’’) and any other 
entities that the Secretary determines to be 
appropriate (including other Federal agen-
cies and institutions of higher education), 
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