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Washington State Department of Labor and
Industries and CEO of the Washington Asso-
ciation of Community & Migrant Health Cen-
ters. In each of these capacities, Ms.
Rodriguez focused on capacity building, com-
munity development and workforce develop-
ment as means to eliminate healthcare dis-
parities in minority and disadvantaged commu-
nities. She also worked to bridge the gap be-
tween health care providers and the commu-
nities they serve.

Beyond her involvement in community
health organizations, Ms. Rodriguez has 15
years experience in direct patient care in a
wide range of roles, including cardiology tech-
nician, medical assistant, pharmacy techni-
cian, and lab technician. She has also worked
as a health care educator and has served on
a vast array of board and task forces.

Ms. Rodriguez’s dedication to eliminating
health disparities and providing quality health
care services to her community is both admi-
rable and inspiring. | am proud to recognize
Ms. Rodriguez and her many accomplish-
ments and wish her the best as she continues
to serve the community.

——

TRIBUTE TO COMMAND SERGEANT
MAJOR JAMES HAROLD CHENEY

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 19, 2006

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take
this means to recognize Command Sergeant
Major James Harold Cheney, United States
Army, as he completes a distinguished tour of
duty in the United States Army.

Command Sergeant Major (CSM) James H.
Cheney entered the United States Army on
September 8, 1976, at Fort Leonard Wood,
Missouri, with the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers. Since joining the U.S. Army, CSM Che-
ney has completed tours of duty at Fort Leon-
ard Wood, Missouri (on five occasions); Fort
Rucker, Alabama; Camp Indian, Korea; Fort
Lewis, Washington; Schofield Barracks, Ha-
waii; Fort Bragg, North Carolina; and Vilseck,
Germany. Throughout his military career, CSM
Cheney has served the White House Commu-
nications Agency where he was the NCOIC of
the fabrications department and the Office of
the Chief of Engineers at the Pentagon where
he fulfilled the responsibilities as the Office of
the Chief of Engineer Sergeant Major.

Additionally, CSM Cheney has been recog-
nized for his service to the United States Army
having held every Noncommissioned Officer
leadership position culminating as the United
States Army Garrison, Fort Leonard Wood,
Missouri, Garrison Command Sergeant Major.

Highly respected within the Army leadership,
CSM Cheney has been awarded the Global
War on Terrorism Service Medal, the Armed
Forces Service Medal, the National Defense
Service Medal, and the Good Conduct Medal.
CSM Cheney has also received the Drill Ser-
geant Badge, the Jungle Expert Badge, the
Army Staff Badge, and the Presidential Serv-
ice Badge. The aforementioned awards and
decorations are just a few of the many that
CSM Cheney has been given.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor for me to pay
tribute to Command Sergeant Major James H.
Cheney. | know my colleagues join me in
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thanking him for his service to his country and
in wishing him well as he concludes his tour
of duty with the United States Army.

———

CELEBRATING THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SOUTH-
AMPTON FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 19, 2006

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
am delighted to rise in honor of a proud and
long-serving institution of my district—on the
occasion of the 125th anniversary of South-
ampton Fire Department’s creation last Satur-
day, September 9th. | was honored to partici-
pate in this celebration, which included a pa-
rade of fire trucks and culminated with the an-
niversary gala at the Hampton Road Fire-
house.

| am privileged to represent the Village of
Southampton, New York. A common thread
runs through the town’s rich history—an all
volunteer force that has served and responded
bravely since the first firefighters in South-
ampton consisted of bucket brigades whose
fire alarms were sounded by the village black-
smith banging on his rim.

The first company that constitutes today’s
fire department was the Agawam Engine
Company. Founded in 1881, it was widely
known for the 415—pound bell used to alert the
firefighters and the handpumping hose cart
they used to extinguished fires. Like many
Long Island families who can proudly claim
that generations served as the department,
one of my ancestors, James H. Bishop, was a
founding member of Agawam Company, and
my great grandfather, Benjamin Bishop, later
served as its chief between 1893 and 1897.

Since that time, more dangerous fires start-
ed by complex fuels and as a result of eastern
Long Island’s booming population have inten-
sified the demands on the 143 current mem-
bers of the Agawam Engine, Agawam Hose,
Southampton Hook and Ladder, Southampton
Fire Patrol, and Southampton Hose Compa-
nies. Still, they remain an all-volunteer and
highly skilled force whose frequent feats of
heroism and selfless dedication remind us of
the firefighters who gave their lives at the
World Trade Center as we observed the sol-
emn occasion of the fifth anniversary of the
September 11th attacks.

Mr. Speaker, | encourage my colleagues to
join me in thanking those firefighters who con-
tinue to protect our families and communities,
and extend our deepest gratitude to volun-
teers, like those intrepid men and women of
the Southampton Fire Department, who risk
their lives each day to keep us safe.

HONORING GUNNERY SGT.
HAWLEY WALDRON

HON. JOHN E. SWEENEY
OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 19, 2006
Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, | would like to

take this opportunity to honor one of our Na-
tion’s true heroes, Gunnery Sgt. Hawley
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Waldron. A decorated and distinguished serv-
iceman, Gunnery Sergeant Hawley Waldron
was an inspiration to the men he fought with
in the First World War, though not even those
closest to him truly understood the extent of
his valor. He was a resident of Saratoga
County, and | am honored to represent mem-
bers of the Waldron family who take great
pride in Hawley’s accomplishments.

Hawley led a selfless life, never speaking of
the numerous accolades he received during
the war, leaving his family to discover these
achievements only after his passing in 1961.
Gunnery Sgt. Waldron received several
awards and medals during his service includ-
ing the silver star along with two gold stars
signifying three separate awards for valor. He
also received two Croix de Guerre decorations
given by the government of France for his
service. He was decorated following the battle
of Belleau Wood, in which he helped the Allied
forces turn back the German army advancing
on Paris and in doing so paved the way for
Germany’s ultimate defeat.

America’s armed service men and women
are held in the highest regard in this Nation
and Hawley Waldron was one of our greatest.
It is with great joy and respect that | commend
the late Gunnery Sgt. Waldron for his accom-
plishments and the many distinguished honors
he received over his 2 years of service in
World War I. Our country is truly safer and
honored to have had someone of the char-
acter, caliber, and courage of Gunnery Sgt.
Hawley Waldron. | would like to offer the
deepest gratitude on behalf of myself, the
United States House of Representatives and
all Americans for his dedication to our country.

————
HONORING DR. OLEH SHAMSHUR,
UKRAINE’S AMBASSADOR TO

THE UNITED STATES AND THE
FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY OF
UKRAINE’S PROCLAMATION OF
INDEPENDENCE

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 19, 2006

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the Honorable Dr. Oleh
Shamshur, Ukraine’s Ambassador to the
United States and extend a warm welcome to
him as he visits Cleveland, Ohio to celebrate
the Fifteenth Anniversary of Ukraine’s Procla-
mation of Independence with leaders and
members of our Ukrainian-American commu-
nity.

%or nearly 80 years, the United Ukrainian
Organizations of Greater Cleveland have
served as a vital coalition of historical and cul-
tural significance, aimed at preserving and
promoting all aspects of Ukrainian culture.
These guardians of history have succeeded in
keeping alive the rich traditions of their be-
loved homeland—from Ukraine’s religious and
social customs, to the artistic, history and
world contributions that have left an indelible
mark across the globe.

Following the fall of the Soviet Union and
the rebirth of Ukrainian statehood, the United
Ukrainian Organizations of Greater Cleveland
bolstered fundraising and outreach efforts that
extended from the shores of Lake Erie to the
sands of the Black Sea. Additionally, this orga-
nization was instrumental in the creation of the
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Ukrainian Embassy in Washington, D.C. Here
in Cleveland, the Ukrainian Museum-Archives
is a monument to the struggles and triumphs
of the people of the Ukraine and reflects the
passion and dedication of the members of our
Ukrainian community who seek to keep the
stories, spirit, and history of the Ukraine alive
by preserving cultural artifacts, advancements,
historical documents. books and photographs
to pass along to every new generation.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor and welcome of Dr. Oleh Shamshur,
Ukraine’s Ambassador to the United States,
along with the leaders and members, past and
present, of the United Ukrainian Organizations
of Greater Cleveland. Their vigilant determina-
tion to raise awareness of their struggle for lib-
erty serves as a monument to all who have
traveled to America seeking freedom and op-
portunity and reflects the vibrant fabric of di-
versity of our Cleveland community and our
entire nation.

CONVENT ATTACKED IN INDIA

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 19, 2006

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, on September
11, while we were observing the anniversary
of a horrible terrorist attack on America, 13
Catholic schools were closed in Lucknow,
India, after the Convent of Loreto, the school
there, and the chapel were attacked by the
violent Hindu organization the Bharatiya
Janata Yuva, a youth arm of the BJP, which
is part of the RSS, a Fascist organization that
published a book on how to get minorities, in-
cluding Christians, falsely implicated in crimi-
nal cases.

The spokesman for the BJP demanded a
high-level inquiry into the school, according to
the Tribune newspaper of Chandigarh, saying
it engaged in “irrational behavior.” Apparently,
being a Catholic is irrational behavior and “un-
scientific activity” in the world of Hindu mili-
tants.

Unforturlately, Mr. Speaker, this is not an
isolated incident. There has been a wave of
attacks against Christians. According to an ar-
ticle that appeared in the Journal of the Lon-
don Institute of South Asia, some Christian
boys were shot while praying. A mob of Hin-
dus burned a missionary, Graham Staines,
and his two sons (ages 8 and 10) to death
and they have gotten away with it. Another
missionary, Joseph Cooper, was severely
beaten and then expelled from India. Chris-
tians have been arrested for sharing their reli-
gious beliefs. Violent Hindu Fascists have
raped nuns, murdered priests, burned church-
es, and committed other acts of violence
against Christians. More than 300,000 Chris-
tians have been killed by the Indians in
Nagaland alone.

This would be bad enough if it were just
Christians, Mr. Speaker, but, sadly, it is not.
Sikhs, Muslims, and other minorities, such as
Dalits, have been similarly repressed. The
Muslims had their most revered mosque in
India destroyed. Somewhere between 2,000 to
5,000 Muslims were murdered in one pogrom
in Gujarat. More than 90,000 have been killed
in Kashmir. The government has murdered
over a quarter of a million Sikhs. Their most
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sacred place of worship, the Golden Temple in

Amritsar, which has been called the Sikh

equivalent of the Vatican, was attacked in

June 1984. Hundreds of people were brutally

murdered there, and more than 20,000 were

killed in the month of June 1984. More than

52,000 Sikhs are political prisoners in India.

They have murdered human-rights activists for

exposing their secret cremations, murdered re-

ligious leaders, murdered toddlers, and paid
out more than 41,000 cash bounties to police
officers who killed Sikhs.

I would like to thank Dr. Gurmit Singh
Aulakh of the Council of Khalistan for bringing
the Loreto attack to my attention.

Mr. Speaker, we are at war right now with
Fascists using the cover of Islam. Many of us
have criticisms of the war policies, but the re-
cent anniversary of September 11 reminds us
that we cannot let terrorists carry out their
awful deeds with no consequences. So why
do we refuse even to raise our voices against
Fascists who use the cover of the Hindu reli-
gion and oppress and kill Christians, Muslims,
Sikhs. and others? At the very least, Mr.
Speaker, we should be willing to stop trading
with India and cut off our aid, and we should
stand for the principles that America rep-
resents by seeking a democratic solution to
the repression in the form of a free and fair
plebiscite on the status of Christian Nagaland,
predominantly Sikh Khalistan, Kashmir, and
the others who seek their freedom.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to put the Council
of Khalistan’s press release on the Loreto at-
tack in the RECORD.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN LUCKNOW CLOSED AFTER
ATTACK ON CONVENT BY MILITANT HINDUS
WASHINGTON, D.C.—Thirteen Catholic

schools were closed today to protest van-

dalism on the premises of the Loreto Con-
vent, according to the Tribune of

Chandigarh. Among the schools that were

closed is the Loreto School. Militant Hindus

from the Bharatiya Janata Yuva (a youth
movement affiliated with the Bharatiya

Janata party (BJP) and the Fascist RSS) at-

tacked the Convent of Loreto, Loreto Chap-

el, and the school there. A spokesman for the

BJP, Mr. H. Dikshit, demanded an investiga-

tion of the school, saying that it encourages

“‘irrational behavior’” and ‘‘unscientific ac-

tivity.” Mr. Dlkshit said that the state gov-

ernment is ‘‘overreacting to breaking a few
flower pots.”

The attacks are part of a pattern of vio-
lence against Christians that has been going
on heavily since Christmas 1998, which is in
line with similar tyranny against other mi-
norities. Missionary Graham Staines was
murdered along with his two sons, ages a and
10, by a mob of militant, fundamentalist
Hindu nationalists who set fire to the jeep,
surrounded it. and chanted ¢Victory to
Hannuman,’’ a Hindu god. Missionary Joseph
Cooper was beaten so badly that he had to
spend a week in an Indian hospital. Then the
Indian government threw him out of the
country. None of the people involved has
been tried. Several states have enacted anti-
conversion laws, which in practice prevent
anyone from converting to any religion ex-
cept Hinduism. Such a law is being consid-
ered by the Lok Sabha, the national Par-
liament. Christians report that they have
faced threats, physical attacks, and jail time
for sharing their beliefs. The Rashtirya
Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS), a Hindu Fascist
organization that is the parent organization
of the BJP, published a booklet on how to
implicate Christians and other minorities in
false criminal cases. The people who have
murdered priests, raped nuns, forced them to
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drink their own urine, and burned Christian
churches have not been charged or tried. In
2002, the Associated Press reported an attack
on a Catholic church on the outskirts of
Bangalore in which several people were in-
jured. The assailants threw stones at the
church, then broke in, breaking furniture
and smashing windows before attacking wor-
shippers. Last year, two young Christian
boys were shot at while they prayed. Police
broke up a Christian religious festival with
gunfire.

Sikhs and Muslims know the same repres-
sion that Christians have been experiencing
lately. In June 1984, Indian forces invaded
and desecrated the most sacred center and
seat of the Sikh religion, the Golden Temple
in Amrltsar, along with 37 other Gurdwaras
throughout Punjab. Over 20,00 were killed.
Several young Sikh boys were taken into the
courtyard of the Darbar Sahib complex and
asked if they supported Khalistan (the inde-
pendent Sikh homeland.) When they an-
swered with the Sikh religious statement.
“Bole So Nihal,” they were summarily mur-
dered. The Sikh holy scripture, the Guru
Granth Sahib, was shot full of bullet holes.

Indian police arrested human-rights activ-
ist Jaswant Singh Khalra after he exposed
their policy of mass cremation of Sikhs, in
which over 50,000 Sikhs have been arrested,
tortured, and murdered, then their bodies
were declared unidentified and secretly cre-
mated. Khalra was murdered in police cus-
tody. His body was not given to his family.
No one has been brought to justice for the
kidnapping and murder of Jaswant Singh
Khaira. The police never released the body of
former Jathedar of the Akal Takht Gurdev
Singh Kaunke after SSP Swaran Singh
Ghotna murdered him. He has never been
tried for the Jathedar Kaunke murder. In
1994, the U.S. State Department reported
that the Indian government had paid over
41,000 cash bounties for killing Sikhs. A re-
port by the Movement Against State Repres-
sion (MASR) quotes the Punjab Civil Mag-
istracy as writing ‘‘if we add up the figures
of the last few years the number of innocent
persons Kkilled would run into lakhs [hun-
dreds of thousands.]’”” The Indian Supreme
Court called the Indian government’s mur-
ders of Sikhs ‘‘worse than a genocide.”’

The MASR report states that 52,268 Sikhs
are being held as political prisoners in India
without charge or trial, mostly under a re-
pressive law known as the Terrorist and
Disruptive Activities Act’” (TADA), which
expired in 1995. Many have been in illegal
custody since 1984! Tens of thousands of
other minorities are also being held as polit-
ical prisoners, according to Amnesty Inter-
national. Last year, 35 Sikhs were charged
and arrested in Punjab for making speeches
In support of Khalistan and raising the
Khalistani flag.

The murderers of 2,000 to 5,000 Muslims in
Gujarat have never been brought to trial. An
Indian newspaper reported that the police
were ordered not to get involved in that mas-
sacre, a frightening parallel to the Delhi
massacre of Sikhs in 1984. The most impor-
tant mosque in India. the Babri Mosque, was
destroyed by militant Hindu fundamentalists
who have never been held responsible for
their actions.

“The attack on the Loreto Convent shows
that minorities have no place in India’s so-
called democracy,” said Dr. Gurmit Singh
Aulakh, President of the Council of
Khalistan, which leads the Sikh struggle for
an independent Khalistan. Khalistan de-
clared its independence on October 7, 1987.
History shows that multinational states
such as India are doomed to failure. Coun-
tries like Austria-Hungary, India’s longtime
friend the Soviet Union, Yugoslavia, Czecho-
slovakia, and others prove this point. India
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