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In some cases, servicemen and women
were sold life insurance policies with low ben-
efits and premiums as high as fourteen times
the amount available to every enlisted person
under the Servicemembers’ Group Life Insur-
ance program. In other cases, they were sold
investments that have all but disappeared
from the civilian markets because they can rob
investors of years of earnings. But some
salespersons found a niche outside of the
public mainstream to sell these disreputable
investments on our military bases.

It should be noted that there are many up-
standing financial and insurance companies
that sell very worthwhile investment and insur-
ance products to military personnel and their
families. They should be applauded for the
fine job that they do in helping our military
members and their families. This bill is tar-
geted at the few who abuse the system and
prey upon our military.

This bill, the Military Personnel Financial
Services Protection Act, will stop these prac-
tices by targeting the bad actors, adding
much-needed transparency and communica-
tion between federal and state agencies. This
bill clarifies confusing jurisdictional issues be-
tween DoD and state regulators, allowing reg-
ulators to better enforce state and federal law
on military bases. It would create a registry to
track investment advisors, brokers, dealers,
and insurance salespersons, and let bases
know when a suspicious salesperson has
walked through their gates. Finally, the bill
would ban the worst types of financial prod-
ucts being sold to our military. These products
have disappeared from the civilian market,
and they should disappear from our military in-
stallations too.

This bill has gained bipartisan support in
Congress. | urge you to support this legislation
and protect the financial future of our military
personnel and their families. During a time
when so many of our armed forces are brave-
ly fighting tyranny abroad, we must ensure
that they are protected at home.

———
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Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the city of Pocahontas in Ran-
dolph County, Arkansas, which will celebrate
its 150th anniversary this year. This is a sig-
nificant milestone for the community and for all
who helped shape the city’s history.

Pocahontas has a long history dating back
to the 1700’s when the region was occupied
by the French and a number of Indian tribes,
including the Osage and Cherokee. The city’s
first settler, Ransom S. Bettis, arrived from
Greenville, Missouri, in the early 1800’s and is
credited with helping establish Pocahontas as
the county seat.

Pocahontas began as a significant river port
and the first supply stop in Arkansas for trav-
elers coming down Old Southwest Road. Sev-
eral famous frontiersmen, including Sam
Houston, Stephen F. Austin, General Ulysses
S. Grant and others, made stops in Poca-
hontas during this time. Even today, the city
continues to serve as a strategic educational
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and agricultural center for Randolph County
and the state.

The city constructed its first courthouse in
1837, a 40 feet by 40 feet two story structure.
After the courthouse collapsed in 1870, Poca-
hontas residents replaced the structure in
1875 with the historic courthouse that remains
today. The courthouse is a central landmark in
Pocahontas’ historic downtown business
square with most of the commercial outlets
renovated to compliment the building.

Pocahontas served as a major recruiting,
training, and supply center during the Civil
War. The city housed as many as 10,000 men
after Arkansas withdrew from the Union on
May 6, 1861. These men helped the state pre-
pare for combat and secure the northern bor-
der from invasion. Federal troops even burned
a section of the city, including the Pocahontas
newspaper office, during the conflict.

The late nineteenth century through the mid-
1920s marked a golden age for Pocahontas.
The city had seven hotels and forty-three
steamboats that navigated the Black River and
turned Pocahontas into an important port of
commerce. During this time, Pocahontas land-
ed the Hoxie, Pocahontas, and Northern Rail-
road in 1896, completed the Hauk Railroading
Company’s connection of Poplar Bluff, Mis-
souri, to Pocahontas in 1902, and watched the
San Francisco Railroad construct a new rail-
road bridge across the Black River in 1911.
Other early industries included four button fac-
tories, a brick company, Hanauer’s cotton gin,
the Grafton Stave and Heading Company, and
the Pocahontas Bending Works, which made
wooden parts for wagon wheels around 1901.

Development slowed during the 1920s and
1930s until several industries began to locate
in the area. In 1942, Pocahontas landed a fac-
tory that made powdered eggs for the army
and employed about 500 residents. Brown
Shoe Company came to the area just a few
years later, becoming the largest employer in
Pocahontas. Other factories came in the
1960s including McGee, Aircraft Engineer,
Cinch, and Pro Group, followed by Amerace
ESNA in the 1970s.

Pocahontas continues to benefit today from
its central location between the hills of the
Ozarks to the west and the rich farmland of
the Delta to the east. Tourists and residents
flock to the region’s five rivers year-round for
all types of recreational activities including
fishing and canoeing. The city is also home to
the Black River Technical College which con-
tributes significantly to the region’s educated
workforce.

This month, friends and residents of Poca-
hontas will kick-off a three week long celebra-
tion honoring the city’s 150 years of history. |
ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating
Pocahontas, Arkansas, on this significant mile-
stone. We send our appreciation to the city’s
citizens for years of hard work and dedication
to their community, and wish Pocahontas
many more years as a wonderful place to live
and raise a family.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to take his opportunity to recognize
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and congratulate Hal Pote on the occasion of
his 60th birthday.

Hal, a friend of mine, diligently serves as
the President of the Spina Bifida Foundation,
SBF. As Co-Chair of the Congressional Spina
Bifida Caucus, | have had the privilege of
working along side Hal and truly appreciate
his commitment and dedication to improving
the quality of life for individuals living with
Spina Bifida.

Mr. Speaker, Spina Bifida—our nation’s
most commonly permanently disabling birth
defect—occurs in the first month of pregnancy
when the spinal column does not close com-
pletely. Spina Bifida occurs in approximately 7
out of 10,000 live births and currently there
are 70,000 men, women, adolescents, and
children living with Spina Bifida in the United
States.

In addition to Hal’s strong professional com-
mitment to improving the lives of those living
with Spina Bifida, Hal has a binding personal
tie that unites his heart with his expertise.
Hal's nephew, Gregory was born with Spina
Bifida almost 20 years ago.

Supporting his nephew through more than
20 surgeries, Hal counts it a privilege to share
in Gregory’s many wonderful moments like in
2004 when Gregory carried the Olympic torch.
Hal is dedicated to ensuring that Gregory and
all other individuals living with Spina Bifida
enjoy a high quality of life. Through Hal’s vi-
sion and dedication to helping Gregory and
the tens of thousands of people like him, he
joined with a group of colleagues to form the
Spina Bifida Foundation in 1999.

In its 7 years of existence, the Foundation
has achieved many amazing things for the
Spina Bifida community. Just a few years ago,
people born with Spina Bifida did not live past
their teenage years and yet today, thanks to
the advances in medical research and the
dedication of public advocates like Hal Pote,
many children with Spina Bifida are living to
be adults. With more and more people with
Spina Bifida living into adulthood, Hal and the
Spina Bifida Foundation are committed to ad-
dressing the new challenges these adults now
face.

One of the specific projects in which Hal
has been instrumental is urging Gruma—one
of the world’s largest producers of corn flour
and tortillas—to begin research and product
testing on enriching its corn products with folic
acid, a known preventative of Spina Bifida. At
the urging of the Foundation and with the full
and strong support of the Spina Bifida Cau-
cus, Gruma now has a year-end goal of en-
riching all its corn products sold within the
United States.

This is an outstanding and notable achieve-
ment. In fact, studies show that if all women
in the United States consumed the rec-
ommended amount of folic acid every day be-
fore and during early pregnancy, up to 70 per-
cent of neural tube birth defects could be pre-
vented. Members of the Hispanic/Latino Com-
munity are at a higher risk of Spina Bifida af-
fected pregnancies than any other ethnic
group and this important and commendable
action by Gruma has significant implications
for improving the health and well-being of the
US Hispanic/Latino population.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, | would like to
commend Hal for his outstanding leadership of
the Spina Bifida Foundation and his steadfast
commitment to improving the quality of life not
just for his nephew Gregory but for all individ-
uals living with Spina Bifida. | wish him the
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