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I would also like to commend President 

Bush’s Administration for seeing what I have 
seen for some time. Kazakhstan wants to be 
a partner with the United States. They are an 
ally in the Global War on Terror and Kazakh 
troops have shed their blood alongside Ameri-
cans in Iraq. As we work to secure our nation 
from terrorism, we should thank the Kazakhs 
for their sacrifice. Kazakhstan’s military and 
economic security is linked to America’s. I 
hope to see our nations walk together down a 
path of prosperity and stability. 

It is with great enthusiasm that I look for-
ward to Kazakhstan’s continued success in 
the years ahead and wholeheartedly support 
the future strengthening of the U.S- 
Kazakhstan strategic partnership. I am con-
fident that with President Nazarbayev’s leader-
ship we will bring our two nations closer to-
gether. 

Welcome to the United States, Mr. Presi-
dent. 
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Thursday, September 21, 2006 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to introduce 
the Darfur Accountability and Divestment Act 
of 2006. 

As a Member of Congress who traveled to 
Darfur and visited the refugees in camps 
along the Chadian border, I am confident that 
now is the time for a two-pronged approach of 
diplomacy and divestment to end the genocide 
in Darfur. 

As many of you know, divestment was a 
successful tool in ending the apartheid in 
South Africa. Similarly, we must make sure 
that the federal government prohibits contracts 
to multinational businesses enterprises if they 
maintain business relationships and invest-
ments with Sudan and other national, regional, 
and local governments involved in genocide or 
participating in business activities with any 
warring parties or rebel groups perpetrating 
genocide. 

Today, state legislatures, colleges, and uni-
versities are leading divestment campaigns to 
pressure the Khartoum regime and show the 
international community that to achieve an end 
to the fighting, peace, truth, and reconciliation 
are needed immediately in Darfur. 

The hard earned money of American citi-
zens should not be used to support a pariah 
government that is killing its own people and 
supporting terrorists. 

State legislatures in Illinois, New Jersey, Or-
egon, and Maine have passed legislation man-
dating divestment of State funds from compa-
nies that conduct business in Sudan. Cali-
fornia, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, North 
Carolina, Kansas, Wisconsin, Indiana, Geor-
gia, Maryland, New York, Iowa, and Texas 
have considered or are considering legislation 
to divest State funds from companies that con-
duct business in Sudan. Connecticut, Ohio, 
and Vermont have passed nonbinding divest-
ment legislation with respect to Sudan; and 
Arizona, Louisiana, Missouri, and Pennsyl-
vania have adopted screening processes for 
investments in companies that conduct busi-
ness in countries that are sponsors of ter-
rorism, including Sudan. 

Additionally, Students Taking Action Now: 
Darfur (STAND) has launched successful stu-
dent campaigns across the country, driving 
their respective colleges and universities to di-
vest from companies doing business with 
Sudan. 

Amherst, Boston University, Brandeis, 
Brown, Columbia, Dartmouth, Harvard, 
Middlebury, Oberlin, Princeton, the Re-
constructionist Rabbinical College, Samford, 
Simmons, Smith, Stanford, Trinity, the Univer-
sity of California, the University of Maryland, 
the University of Pennsylvania, the University 
of Southern California, the University of 
Vermont, the University of Washington, Wil-
liams, and Yale have all divested their funds 
from, or placed restrictions on investment of 
their funds in, certain companies that conduct 
business in Sudan. 

The Darfur Accountability and Divestment 
Act aplauds the divestment efforts of the state 
and local government, colleges, and univer-
sities. 

Mr. Speaker, my bill would also require the 
Securities and Exchange Commission’s (SEC) 
Division of Corporate Finance and the U.S. 
Treasury to require all companies listing secu-
rities on United States capital markets, either 
directly or through a parent or subsidiary com-
pany, including partly-owned subsidiaries, 
have business operations in a country with a 
genocide declared by the Department of State 
or Congress, to disclose the nature of their 
business operations. 

The Darfur Accountability and Divestment 
Act of 2006 would require: 

(1) The Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion’s (SEC) Division of Corporate Finance 
and the U.S. Treasury to require all compa-
nies listing securities on United States capital 
markets, either directly or through a parent or 
subsidiary company, including partly-owned 
subsidiaries, have business operations in a 
country with a genocide declared by the De-
partment of State or Congress, to disclose the 
nature of their business operations. 

(2) The United States Government (federal) 
to prohibit contracts with multinational busi-
ness enterprises if: 

(a) They maintain business relationships 
and investments with national, regional and 
local governments involved in genocide; and 

(b) They participate in business activities 
with the government or government entities. 

(c) Exemptions for businesses who are 
working in areas of Sudan that have been ne-
glected by the Khartoum regime (Darfur, 
Southern Sudan, Kordofan/Nuba Mountain 
State, Blue Nile State or Abyei) or who are 
providing immediate humanitarian assistance 
(delivery of food aid, road construction, basic 
sanitation, education, etc.). 

(3) Recognition and support of: 
(a) States and Cities that have divested or 

are in the process of divesting State and City 
funds from companies that conduct business 
in Sudan; and 

(b) United States colleges and universities 
that have divested their funds from, or placed 
restrictions on investments of their funds in, 
companies that conduct business in Sudan. 

(c) Provides preemption protection for states 
and universities who have sponsored their 
own divestment campaigns. 

(4) Within 180 days, the Government Ac-
countability Office (GAO) to investigate the ex-
istence and extent of all Federal Retirement 
Thrift Investment Board investments with na-

tional, regional and local governments in-
volved in genocide; or business activities with 
any warring parties perpetrating genocide; or 
related to debt-obligations issued by the gov-
ernment of Sudan; 

(5) The following reports not later than 60 
days after enactment: 

(a) The Chairman of the Securities and Ex-
change Commission shall report to Congress 
the names of the business enterprises and the 
details of their business operations in Sudan; 

(b) And biannually thereafter, the Office of 
Global Security Risk shall report to Congress 
the names of the business enterprises and the 
details of their operations in Sudan; 

(6) The Chairman of the Securities and Ex-
change Commission (SEC) to maintain and 
publish a list of the names of the business en-
terprises identified by the Securities and Ex-
change Commission as having ties with per-
petrators of genocide. 

Please join me in sending a message to the 
international community and out national pen-
sion funds that we do not want blood on our 
hands. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage you to lend your 
support to the Darfur Accountability and Di-
vestment (DADA) Act of 2006. 
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Thursday, September 21, 2006 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
salute a man who has touched the lives of so 
many in my community of Nashville, as well 
as around the world, through his music and 
his commitment to sharing his talent with oth-
ers. 

Matthew Kennedy was born in the seg-
regated South in 1921, the son of a strict, 
school teacher mother and postal worker fa-
ther. Only months after his birth, his father 
dies of a heart attack leaving his mother on 
her own to care for the family. Despite the 
challenges, Matthew’s mother is determined 
that her young son and will be able to take 
‘‘serious’’ piano lessons with the town’s white 
music teacher. The teacher agrees to lessons 
and in exchange Matthew and his cousin 
agree to clean her studio. 

Even at this very young age, Matthew’s tal-
ent is evident. The famous Russian pianist 
Sergei Rachmaninoff comes to his hometown 
of Macon, Georgia and Matthew and his moth-
er somehow get tickets to hear the master 
from the segregated balcony. Matthew says 
his life was changed by that experience for-
ever. Soon, Matthew is heading to New York, 
having won a scholarship to continue his 
music studies at the Julliard School. 

While in New York he performs at Carnegie 
Hall and the Apollo Theatre. But before long 
he is on his way to Nashville. His Julliard 
teacher encourages him to return to the South 
to use his talents to help his people. Matthew 
arrives at Fisk University where he is wel-
comed by the director of the world-famous 
Fisk Jubilee Singers. He agrees to take on the 
role of piano accompanist for the Jubilee Sing-
ers and begins what will be a lifelong commit-
ment to the school, the Jubilee Singers and 
his belief in the power of music. 

Matthew Kennedy served as the director of 
the Fisk Jubilee Singers from 1957 to 1985. 
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