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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

PAYING TRIBUTE TO NORMAN L.
DIANDA

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor my good friend Norman L. Dianda for
his leadership as President of Q&D Construc-
tion.

Norm is a native Nevadan, having grad-
uated from Reno High School and then serv-
ing 6 years as a machinist in the Nevada Air
National Guard. Following his tenure with the
Nevada Air National Guard, Norm founded
Q&D Construction with his friend Lawrence
Quadrio. Over the years, the business grew
into the 1,000-employee company that it is
today, and has added several divisions along
the way.

Norm also believes that giving back to the
community is necessary. Over the years he
has served and continues to serve on numer-
ous committees and boards. One of the
projects that was special to Norm was the re-
location and restoration of Huffaker Elemen-
tary School, which he attended as a youth.
Norm also regularly donates to 10 non-profit
organizations.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Norman
L. Dianda. His professional success with Q&D
Construction and his philanthropic under-
takings should serve as an example to us all
of what constitutes good citizenship. | applaud
him for his success and with him the best in
his future endeavors.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, on September 19, 2006, my vote
was not recorded for House Concurrent Reso-
lution 415, a bill condemning the repression of
the Iranian Baha'i community and calling for
the emancipation of Iranian Baha’is. Had my
vote been recorded, it would have been a
“yea.”

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | regret that |
missed three votes on September 25, 2006.
Had | been present | would have voted “no”
on H.R. 5059—to designate the Wild River
Wilderness in the White Mountain National
Forest in the State of New Hampshire, “no”

on H.R. 5062—to designate as wilderness cer-
tain National Forest System land in the State
of New Hampshire, and “yes” on H.R. 6102—
to designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 200 Lawyers Road,
NW in Vienna, VA, as the “Captain Chris-
topher Petty Post Office Building.”

———

THE PATERSON GREAT FALLS
NATIONAL PARK ACT OF 2006

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleas-
ure today to introduce the Paterson Great
Falls National Park Act of 2006. This bipar-
tisan legislation is cosponsored by every
Member of the New Jersey congressional del-
egation, and would designate a national park
at the majestic Great Falls in Paterson, NJ. |
urge my colleagues to pass this legislation as
soon as possible.

Fifteen miles west of New York City, the
Great Falls was the second largest waterfall in
colonial America. No other natural wonder in
America has played such an important role in
our Nation’s historic quest for freedom and
prosperity. At the Great Falls, Alexander Ham-
ilton conceived and implemented a plan to
harness the force of water to power the new
industries that would secure our economic
independence.

Hamilton told Congress and the American
people that at the Great Falls he would begin
implementation of his ambitious strategy to
transform a rural agrarian society dependent
upon slavery into a modern economy based
on freedom. True to Hamilton’s vision,
Paterson became a great manufacturing city,
producing the Colt revolver, the first sub-
marine, the aircraft engine for the first trans-
Atlantic flight, more locomotives than any city
in the Nation, and more silk than any city in
the world.

New Jersey’s Great Falls is the only Na-
tional Historic District that includes both a Na-
tional Natural Resource and a National His-
toric Landmark. In a special Bicentennial
speech in Paterson with the spectacular nat-
ural beauty of the Great Falls in the back-
ground, President Gerald R. Ford said, “We
can see the Great Falls as a symbol of the in-
dustrial might which helps to make America
the most powerful nation in the world.”

The preeminent Hamilton biographers, an
esteemed former Smithsonian Institution cura-
tor, the former chief of the National Park Serv-
ice Historic American Engineering Record, and
distinguished professors at Yale, Princeton,
Harvard, NYU, Brown and other universities
have filed letters with the National Park Serv-
ice strongly recommending a National Histor-
ical Park for the Great Falls Historic District.

Scholars have concluded that Pierre
L’Enfant’s innovative water power system in
Paterson, and many factories built later, con-

stitute the finest remaining collection of engi-
neering and architectural structures rep-
resenting each stage of America’'s progress
from a weak agrarian society to a leader in the
global economy. Editorial boards, Federal,
State, and local officials and community
groups have also strongly endorsed the cam-
paign to award a National Park Service des-
ignation to the falls.

This proposed national park would also en-
compass historic Hinchliffe Stadium, which
was added to the National Register of Historic
Places by the National Park Service in 2004.
This stadium, built in 1932, is adjacent to the
Great Falls and was home to the New York
Black Yankees. Baseball legend Larry Doby
played in Hinchliffe Stadium both as a star
high school athlete and again as a Negro
League player, shortly before becoming the
first African-American to play in the American
League.

| am grateful to the National Park Service
for its diligent work on the Great Falls National
Park feasibility study, which was authorized by
an act of Congress in 2001. Officials at the
National Park Service have done meticulous,
thorough work and acted with the utmost pro-
fessionalism as they compiled this study,
which is scheduled to be released for public
comment in early October 2006. While | am
confident that, given the criteria, the National
Park Service study will recommend choosing
the Great Falls as a national park, in the end
it will only present recommendations. National
Park Service units are designated by Con-
gress, and it is imperative that we begin the
process of selecting the Great Falls as a na-
tional park site as soon as possible.

Mr. Speaker, Congress must act now to
pass this vital piece of legislation, so that we
may fully recognize these cultural and historic
landmarks that have played such a seminal
role in America’s history.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DAMON
OHLERKING

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of my good friend Damon
Ohlerking, who succumbed to cancer on July
5, 2006.

Damon was born in Eagle Grove, lowa on
September 23, 1945. A graduate of lowa State
University, with both a Bachelor's and Mas-
ter's degree in landscape architecture, Damon
worked in lowa, California, New Mexico, Min-
nesota, Oregon and lllinois before coming to
Boulder City 10 years ago as the City’s urban
forester. Under Damon’s leadership, the City
underwent numerous beautification projects,
and his vision changed the face of Boulder
City. Damon’s efforts resulted in Boulder City
winning the 2002 National League of Cities’
James C. Howland Award for Urban Enhance-
ment for all cities in the country under 50,000
population.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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Damon, a Vietnam War Veteran, also
sought to share his knowledge with future
generations through his service as an adjunct
professor of landscape architecture, at the
School of Architecture, University of Nevada—
Las Vegas (UNLV).

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Damon
Ohlerking. He was a man of vision who greatly
enhanced the lives of the residents of Boulder
City, and he will be greatly missed by the en-
tire community.

————

RECOGNIZING THE HERNANDO
COUNTY PHILIPPINE-AMERICAN
ASSOCIATION

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, this evening is the celebration of the
Hernando County Philippine-American Asso-
ciation Incorporated’s year-long efforts to pro-
mote the 2006 theme of “Unity for a Better
Tomorrow.”

Through both social and cultural outreach,
the Association has proven to be a positive re-
source for the entire Filipino-American com-
munity. Its activities foster goodwill, friendship
and camaraderie among the entire Filipino-
American community. The support of HCPAA
in socio-political activities has helped secure
rights for Filipinos both here and abroad.

As a Member of Congress, | have the op-
portunity to work on many pieces of legislation
that affect millions of Americans. Earlier this
month, | was proud to support H. Res. 622, a
resolution that recognized and honored the Fil-
ipino World War 1l veterans for their defense
of democratic ideals and their important con-
tribution to the outcome of World War II.

Members of the Hernando County Filipino
community know that their family members
played a vital role defeating the Axis powers
during World War |l. Like Vietham veterans
after them, Filipino veterans often went dec-
ades without a pat on the back or a note of
congratulations from the United States govern-
ment. | am proud to stand here this evening
and tell you that | supported this legislation
and recognize the important work that Filipino
men and women performed in World War .

| encourage all HCPAA members and con-
stituents to get involved with this great non-
profit organization. | once again congratulate
your organization and its leadership for their
past efforts and wish its new officers and
members a productive and influential year.

——

COMMEMORATING SEA OTTER
AWARENESS WEEK (SOAW)

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to call
attention to the 4th Annual Sea Otter Aware-
ness Week, September 24-30, 2006, spon-
sored by Defenders of Wildlife. This week-long
event provides the opportunity to broadly edu-
cate the public about sea otters, their natural
history, the integral role that sea otters play in
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the near-shore marine ecosystem and the
conservation issues they are facing. The work
done by such groups as Defenders of Wildlife,
Friends of the Sea Otter, The Otter Project,
and The Ocean Conservancy to recover the
southern or California sea otter has raised
public awareness and helped protect this im-
portant species under the Marine Mammal
Protection Act and the Endangered Species
Act. Greatly due to their efforts, Governor
Schwarzenegger recently signed California As-
sembly Bill 2485 into law to codify the protec-
tions for this important species.

The southern sea otter population has in-
creased considerably from less than 100 ot-
ters in the 1930’s to more than 2,500 today,
though still significantly less than what is nec-
essary to consider the population stable. Since
otters continue to face many direct and indi-
rect threats to their full recovery, | introduced
H.R. 2323, the Southern Sea Otter Recovery
and Research Act. | am also working with my
colleagues to secure funding to support a con-
tinued and complete recovery of the popu-
lation.

In the past, one of the main threats to the
species was the killing of the animals for their
fur. However, the decrease in their population
that we have seen in recent years is increas-
ingly due to indirect hazards (e.g., non-point
pollution, pathogens, entrapment in fisheries
gear) that are being identified. Such realiza-
tions support the need for continued research
and preventive measures to respond to these
issues, while continuing to ward against the di-
rect killings/takings that still occur.

The decline of southern sea otter popu-
lations not only has impacts on the species
itself, but also affects other marine populations
and the surrounding ecosystem. For instance,
the demise of sea otters allows their prey sea
urchins to proliferate unchecked, which leads
to the alarming overgrazing of kelp beds—one
of the oceans nursery grounds for many ma-
rine animals. In particular, research shows that
the absence of sea otters has a direct link to
the sharp decline of kelp along portions of
California’s coast. Sea otter research also has
proven to be an effective method of monitoring
toxins and diseases in the marine environ-
ment, both of which can affect the health of
humans and other wildlife.

The presence of the California sea otter has
become an icon of the state’s coastal environ-
ment and culture, and these charismatic ani-
mals bring significant tourism revenue to Cali-
fornian coastal communities. Protecting them
is not only directly advantageous to the otter
population, but also fosters indirect benefits on
a greater scale.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud the many accom-
plishments of Defenders of Wildlife and other
non-profit environmental organizations, work-
ing with the Monterey Bay Aquarium, re-
searchers, fishermen, state and federal agen-
cies, schools, and many other institutions and
individuals, who devote tremendous effort to
protect and recover the southern/California
sea otter. Sea Otter Awareness Week is just
one of their many activities geared towards
honoring and saving this species, and | am
proud to be associated with this vital work.

September 26, 2006

PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS
IMPLEMENTATION ACT OF 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 25, 2006

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support for H.R. 4772, the Private
Property Rights Implementation Act of 2006. |
want to thank my colleague from Ohio, Mr.
CHABOT, for agreeing to take the leadership on
this legislation.

When | first introduced this legislation in
1997, it was to ensure that property owners in
this country have the ability to protect their
basic civil and constitutional rights. The fifth
amendment of the U.S. Constitution guaran-
tees that no private property shall be taken for
a public use without the payment of just com-
pensation. Unfortunately, we have seen an in-
creasing disregard by various levels of govern-
ment for this fundamental civil right. H.R. 4772
seeks to restore balance to land use decisions
by ensuring that Americans have reasonable
access to the Federal courts to enforce their
Federal constitutional rights.

As a former mayor, | know that local gov-
ernments must have control over land use de-
cisions. But this bill does not empower Federal
judges to decide whether a certain piece of
land should be used for a grocery store or for
a hair salon. In fact this bill ensures that local
governments will continue to have their tradi-
tional powers to make and enforce zoning reg-
ulations.

However, this bill also ensures that land
owners have some certainty in a process that
can sometimes be very open-ended. By estab-
lishing procedures that both the property
owner and the locality must follow, this bill en-
sures fair and timely land use decisions.

| urge my colleagues to support H.R. 4772
and provide legal protections for land owners
that are both rational and effective.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JENNIFER
RITZ

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ms. Jennifer Ritz for her outstanding
work as a Clark County school teacher.

Jennifer currently holds three different cer-
tifications as a Highly Qualified Teacher (HQT)
at the elementary and middle school levels in
elementary education, math and science. She
also holds a Bachelor's Degree in elementary
education and is a National Board Certified
Teacher.

This fall, Jennifer is working as an edu-
cational computing strategist at Lied Middle
School in Las Vegas, Nevada. She gained a
computer application endorsement, giving her
a total of five different education certifications
in addition to her BA.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that |
honor Ms. Jennifer Ritz. Her dedication and
enthusiasm has greatly enriched the lives of
her students. | thank her for her continued
commitment to enhancing the educational ex-
periences of her students and wish her luck in
all of her future endeavors.
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TRIBUTE TO RETIRING BARTON
COUNTY OFFICIALS

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it has come to
my attention that a number of officials from
Barton County, Missouri, are retiring this year
after serving the public for a number of years.

| have had the privilege of representing Bar-
ton County in the United States Congress on
two occasions. Barton County lies in the
southwestern part of the Fourth Congressional
District. Its county seat of Lamar is the birth-
place of President Harry S. Truman, and the
people who live there today personify the
same common sense, hard working, Show-Me
State values that made President Truman an
outstanding president and global leader. | am
honored to represent these fine Missourians in
the United States Congress and to have had
the privilege to work with many of these out-
standing public officials.

Presiding Commissioner Gerald Miller was
born in Idaho but moved to Missouri as a
child. He graduated from Lamar High School
in 1958 and has been active in the community
since that time. Since 1999, Mr. Miller has
served as Presiding Commissioner and has
worked tirelessly to improve the communities
he represents. He is a member of the Lamar
Metro Club, the Abou Ben Adhem Shrine, and
the Lamar Masonic Lodge. He is a successful
businessman who is married to Brenda Rine-
hart—and has two sons, Mark and Matt.

County Clerk Bonda Rawlings is a lifelong
resident of Barton County. She graduated
from Lamar High School in 1971 and has
dedicated much of her life to bettering her
community. Since 1983, she has served as
the Barton County Clerk and has been a lead-
er in the State Association of County Clerks,
serving as president in 1996. While working
full time, she is also a member of the Barton
County Chamber of Commerce, the Lamar Art
League, the Barton County Historical Society,
the Truman Area Transportation System, and
the Lamar High School Booster Club. In all of
these organizations, Mrs. Rawlings has held a
leadership position. Bonda is married to Bill
Rawlings and has two sons, Stan and Steve.

Circuit Clerk Jerry Moyer has spent his adult
life serving the City of Lamar and is a grad-
uate of Golden City High School. In 1976, he
graduated from the College of the Ozarks with
a degree in criminal justice administration. Mr.
Moyer has served as the Clerk of the Circuit
Court in Barton County since 1983 and has
been a leader among his colleagues, serving
as president of the Circuit Clerk and Record-
ers Association in 1994. Mr. Moyer previously
served as Deputy Sheriff, a police officer, and
a Deputy Juvenile Officer. He is active in the
First Assembly of God Church, the Lamar Ro-
tary Club, and the Freedom Singers gospel
choir. Jerry Moyer is married to Jena Moyer
and has a daughter named Tiffany.

Recorder of Deeds Jean Keithly has lived in
Barton County all her life and is a graduate of
Lamar High School. From 1984 to 2003, she
served as the Deputy Recorder of Deeds in
Barton County. In 2003, she became the first
elected Recorder of Deeds in Barton County
since 1935, when the office had been com-
bined with the Circuit Clerk’s office. Mrs.
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Keithly has been an active member of the Re-
corder’s Association of Missouri for 22 years.
She is a long-time member of the Hopewell
Cumberland Presbyterian Church and has
been an outstanding charitable volunteer. Mrs.
Keithly is married to Bob Keithly and has two
children, Michael and Teresa.

Deputy Assessor Dna Mullinax has lived in
Golden City, Missouri, for the past 41 years
and has worked at the Barton County Court-
house since 1983. Throughout her tenure, she
has capably worked through many changes
within her office and was especially instru-
mental in assigning emergency 911 addresses
to rural Barton County homes. In 1998, Mrs.
Mullinax received the “Employee of the Year”
award, which was presented by the Lamar Ro-
tary Club. She and her Husband, Rusty, have
a shared family of seven children and ten
grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, these five individuals represent
the outstanding Missourians who live and work
within Missouri’'s Fourth Congressional District.
As they each prepare to spend time with their
families and enjoy retirement, | know that my
colleagues will join me in wishing them well.

—

IN HONOR OF THE SALINAS
WOMEN’S CLUB

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the achievements of the Salinas Wom-
en’s Club, which recently commemorated its
100th year of existence. In the century that it
has been around, the Salinas Women’s Club
has contributed greatly to the progress that
the city of Salinas has enjoyed through its
amazing fundraising abilities and true compas-
sion for the welfare of this city. This organiza-
tion has helped in several ways, from funding
important and needed amenities to awarding
scholarships to young people to cleaning up
the streets.

The club was founded on August 25, 1906
by a group of active Salinas ladies whose
main areas of focus were civic affairs, current
events, and public health. The club imme-
diately focused on an overall community need,
a library. After circulating a petition for the li-
brary, the club pushed the City Council to sup-
port and approve the funding for the project.
The ladies of the club raised the funds from a
variety of events. They held dances, plays,
and talent shows, and they sold flower ar-
rangements. By 1915 they had raised the
funds and also acquired a grant to build the li-
brary.

Because of the success of its first project,
the Salinas Women’s Club thrived. The club
continued to develop community projects such
as tennis courts and playgrounds. And in
1923, it funded its own building to be the site
for meetings and to be an open environment
for all those who wish to express their views
about the community in which they live.

The Salinas Women’s Club has done so
much for the city of Salinas in its one hundred
years that the city is indebted forever. This
club began the Exchange Student program,
which helped to further the cultural aspect of
the town. It helped in the founding of Meals on
Wheels, and fundraised for the National
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Steinbeck Center. It promotes music and the
arts, and always is willing to help those in
need. They entertained soldiers at luncheons
and fought against the pollution of the city.

Mr. Speaker, the Salinas Women’s Club has
contributed so much to the city of Salinas and
the surrounding community; | have only
scratched the surface of its beneficial and
compassionate dedication. | commend the Sa-
linas Women’s Club for all that it has done in
its one hundred years, and | hope that it will
continue for another hundred years with the
same service, attitude, and contribution to the
community.

HONORING LOWELL STANBERRY
HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Lowell Stanberry, a dear friend who
passed away this past weekend.

Lowell Stanberry was a straightforward man
who always stood up and fought for his deeply
held convictions. He was a Republican long
before it was popular—or politically advan-
tageous—to be a member of the GOP in my
state of Florida. Lowell was instrumental in
building support for my first candidacy for
Congress by hosting barbeques at his ranch.

Lowell summed up his unwavering dedica-
tion to political activism and conservative prin-
ciples by saying that “I think politics is kind of
like religion. If you were born Baptist, | guess
you die Baptist. If you were born a Repub-
lican, | think you die a Republican.”

But Lowell was much more than a political
activist. He was a dedicated member of his
Dade City, Florida, community. He was a local
volunteer and civic leader. He was a philan-
thropist and humanitarian. He was a friend
and mentor to many. And he was a dedicated
husband to his beloved wife, Evelyn, who
passed on earlier this year.

Mr. Speaker, Lowell Stanberry was a coura-
geous man whose convictions guided him
throughout his life. | can think of no better way
to honor him than by remaining true to our-
selves and fighting for the goals and ideals in
which we so strongly believe. | urge our col-
leagues to do that today and every day that
we have the honor of serving as members of
the greatest deliberative body in world history.

——

PAYING TRIBUTE TO WALTER
LLOYD BELL

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Walter Lloyd Bell, one of the
founding fathers of the Las Vegas Metropoli-
tan Police Department. Known to his family
and friends as Lloyd, he passed away on Sat-
urday, July 15, 2006, at the age of 80.

After serving his country in the Navy during
World War I, Lloyd returned to Las Vegas and
began his career in law enforcement at the
Clark County Sheriff's Office. In 1955, at the
age of 29, Lloyd became the youngest person




E1834

to become County Undersheriff. Three years
later, he graduated from the FBI Academy, the
first member of the department to do so.

Lloyd served on the Nevada Gaming Con-
trol Board from 1961 until 1963, when he re-
joined the law enforcement community. In
1968, he served on the committee that cre-
ated the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police De-
partment by uniting the Las Vegas Police De-
partment and the Clark County Sheriff's Office.

Lloyd retired from the Sheriff's Office in
1973 and moved on to the private sector,
owning thirteen shoe stores and a beauty
salon. The ambition and dedication that al-
lowed Lloyd to make such a positive impact
on the law enforcement community in Las
Vegas made him a successful business
owner, as well.

Lloyd was a devoted husband and a proud
father who enjoyed spending time with his
family. He and his wife Pamela raised two
daughters, Ashley Bell and Courtney Bell Vin-
cent.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Lloyd Bell
for his accomplishments and his law enforce-
ment service. | thank him for his participation
in the ambitious task of creating the Las
Vegas Metropolitan Police Department and |
applaud his long record of distinguished serv-
ice. He has truly had a great impact on the
safety and well-being of the Las Vegas com-
munity, and he will be greatly missed.

———

PATTON’S FOOT SOLDIER—
J. GIVENS YOUNG

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, congratulations to Givens Young upon the
publication of Patton’s Foot Soldier—The True
War Story of J. Givens Young.

With a moving forward by his dear friend,
the late U.S. Senator Strom Thurmond (R-
SC), this is the story of a patriotic young man
who at the age of 16 left his Pee Dee home
to enter Clemson University and its reserve of-
ficers’ training school.

The book is a moving tribute to all veterans
who faced the horror of World War Il in Eu-
rope. For his service in France, Luxembourg,
Germany, and Austria, even into Czecho-
slovakia, First Lt. James Givens Young was
awarded the Silver Star for his courage. Amer-
icans are grateful for General George S. Pat-
ton, Jr.’s, Third Army, which fought valiantly to
liberate Europe from Nazism.

The daily story of First Lieutenant Jim
Young (as he was called during the war) is a
chilling reminder of the sacrifices that embody
the truth that Freedom is Not Free.

After the war, he returned home to Flor-
ence, South Carolina, where he and his late
wife of 57 years, Florence Hunter Young, had
made their home. They had three daughters,
Marian Young Howard, Beth Young Gilbert,
and Mary Miles Young Swink.

He successfully made Young Pecan Com-
pany the second largest pecan-shelling cor-
poration in the United States.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO DEBORAH
MARY LINDEMENN

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Deborah Mary Lindemenn for her years
of service as an Employment Specialist for the
State of Nevada.

Deborah is retiring from her post as a Su-
pervisor of the Employment Security Division
staff located in the North Las Vegas
JobConnect office. As the Division Supervisor,
Deborah was responsible for the scheduling of
staff duties and ensuring staff availability to
provide required services. Deborah also man-
aged the Career Enhancement Program As-
sistance Funds and wrote the evaluations for
all the staff in the Employment Security Divi-
sion. In her capacity as Supervisor, Deborah
had to have an in-depth knowledge of intra-
state, interstate, federal and military unem-
ployment programs. Deborah also possesses
exemplary communications skills which aided
her in directing the activities of personnel in
accordance with organizational policies.

In addition to her professional success,
Deborah has completed a number of supple-
mental training programs that enhanced her
over-all productivity in the workplace. Deborah
completed; Total Quality Leadership Training,
in April 1996; Facilitator Training, in July 1997;
Employee Appraisal Training, in March 1998;
as well as the Women in Leadership Forum in
April 2000.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Deborah
Mary Lindemenn. Her years of service to the
State of Nevada are admirable and | wish her
the best in her retirement.

HONORING COL. ROBERT TOVADO
HON. LEE TERRY

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the service of Colonel Robert R.
Tovado, the Commander of University of Ne-
braska Lincoln Air Force ROTC Detachment
465, who is retiring after three decades of
service in the United States Air Force.

Colonel Tovado entered the Air Force in
1976 through AFROTC at the University of
Northern Colorado. Since that time, he has
served American in almost every major oper-
ation U.S. forces have been engaged in
around the world. During his career, the Colo-
nel has served in Operations Just Cause, Re-
store Hope, Sea Signal, Desert Strike, Desert
Focus, Joint Guard, and Southern Watch.

Prior to his time in Nebraska, Colonel
Tovado worked for General Tommy Franks as
the Director of Manpower and Personnel at
United States Central Command and he
served as the Coalition/Joint Director of Man-
power and Personnel deployed to Operations
Enduring Freedom and Iragi Freedom.

Since his arrival at the University of Ne-
braska, Colonel Tovado has taken his valu-
able military experience and applied it to his
teaching and building of America’s next gen-
eration of great leaders. During his tenure in
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Lincoln, the Colonel has led his staff and stu-
dents in providing over 4,000 volunteer hours
in support of a plethora of community service
organizations for the betterment of Nebraska
and her citizens.

Furthermore, he has helped countless stu-
dents pursue their academic dreams by his ef-
forts in bringing over two million dollars in
scholarship money to the University of Ne-
braska. Under his command, UNL Air Force
ROTC Detachment 465 was named the Right
of Line Award winner for 2005 for the best Air
Force ROTC Detachment in the nation. Fur-
thermore, in 2005 Detachment 465 was also
home to the Number One cadet in the nation.
This marks the first time an Air Force ROTC
detachment has received both awards during
the same year and is a reflection of the work
and leadership of Colonel Tovado.

Over the last three years of Colonel
Tovado’s tenure, 77 new lieutenants, including
one of my former congressional staff mem-
bers, have been commissioned into the United
States Air Force. As | have been informed, the
Colonel inspired and taught all of these great
young men and women what it meant to be
the best in the nation. These 77 young officers
are now serving all across our globe defend-
ing America for future generations. This is per-
haps the greatest legacy of Colonel Robert R.
Tovado.

In closing, | join all Americans in wishing
Colonel Tovado, his wife Wendy, and his fam-
ily, heartfelt thanks on behalf of a grateful na-
tion for his dedication and service to freedom.

———————

TRIBUTE TO COMMAND SERGEANT
MAJOR TERESA V. KING UPON
HER RETIREMENT FROM THE
UNITED STATES ARMY

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Command Sergeant
Major Teresa V. King on her retirement from
the U.S. Army after a distinguished record of
military service that spanned over 32 years. |
know that | speak for all of my colleagues in
thanking her for her service.

Command Sergeant Major Teresa V. King is
a native of my home state, Florida. She en-
tered the Army in August 1974 as a clerk typ-
ist and completed 3 years of active duty be-
fore leaving the Army in 1977. After a brief de-
parture, she returned to active duty as a Motor
Transport Operator in 1978. She has been as-
signed to Fort Eustis, Virginia; Fort Riley, Kan-
sas; Fort Dix, New Jersey as a Drill Sergeant
in Charlie, Delta and Alpha Companies, 2nd
Battalion, 5th Training Brigade; Wiesbaden,
Germany; and Baumholder, Germany as a
PLDC Instructor.

After her tour in the Federal Republic of
Germany, she was assigned to Fort Hood,
Texas, with the 15th Supply and Transport
Battalion, now the 27th Main Support Bat-
talion, as a squad leader. In 1986 she volun-
teered for Drill Sergeant duty at the U.S. Army
Drill Sergeant School at Fort Knox, Kentucky,
as a Drill Sergeant Leader. In 1991, she was
reassigned to the Republic of Korea as a
Transportation Coordinator with the 227th
Maintenance Battalion, Yongson, Korea. Upon
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completion of her tour, CSM King was reas-
signed to Fort Stewart, Georgia, as a Platoon
Sergeant in Bravo Company, 724th Main Sup-
port Battalion; given the opportunity to serve
as a First Sergeant, she was reassigned to
24th Forward Support Battalion, Fort Stewart,
Georgia. After completion of First Sergeant
duties, she attended the First Sergeant
Course and was selected to work as a active
duty advisor to the National Guard, 1454th
Transportation Battalion, Concord, North Caro-
lina; assigned to Readiness Group, Fort
Bragg, North Carolina, from 1993-1995.

Her next assignment was with the 2nd In-
fantry Division; Camp Red Cloud, Korea, as
the NCOIC of the Division Transportation Of-
fice. She was reassigned to Fort Story, Vir-
ginia, serving as both First Sergeant and Bat-
talion Command Sergeant Major. In 1998 she
attended the United States Army Sergeants
Major Academy, Class 49 with a subsequent
assignment in 1999 to Advanced Individual
Training Battalion, 58th Transportation Bat-
talion, Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. CSM
King served as the Brigade Command Ser-
geant Major in Kaiserslautern, Germany, with
the 1st Transportation Movement Control
Agency from May 18, 2001 to June 20, 2003.
She currently serves as the Command Ser-
geant Major for Installation Management
Agency-Europe, Heidelberg, Germany.

Her awards include the Meritorious Service
Medal, 4th OLC, Army Commendation Medal,
3rd OLC, Army Achievement Medal, 3rd OLC,
Good Conduct Ribbon, 10th Award, National
Defense Ribbon, Humanitarian Service Rib-
bon, Overseas Ribbon, 3, and the NCOES
Ribbon.

CSM King is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Johnie King of Fernandina Beach, Florida.
She has two children, Tiffany, a graduate of
Georgia Southern University and Nathan, a
member of the Florida National Guard and a
junior at Florida A & M University, Tallahas-
see, Florida.

Mr. Speaker, CSM King has set a high
standard of service, and her career embodies
the commitment to honor, duty and service to
country. | wish her well on her retirement and
every happiness and success in her future en-
deavors.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JODET-MARIE
HARRIS

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ms. Jodet-Marie Harris for her excep-
tional work as a Clark County high school
teacher.

Jodet, a teacher at Mojave High School in
Las Vegas, Nevada, holds certification as a
Highly Qualified Teacher (HQT) in accordance
with the No Child Left Behind Act. She has
obtained both a Master's degree in Special
Education and a Doctorate in General Edu-
cation studies. She is also a National Board
Certified Teacher.

According to Mojave High School Principal,
Charity Varnado, Jodet has a passion to take
a child under her wings and work with them
individually to focus on the needs of that child
and what it is that will help them learn.” Jodet
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has realized that, when working with special
education students, patience and compassion
helps each student to understand the material
being covered.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that |
honor Ms. Jodet-Marie Harris. Her dedication
and enthusiasm has greatly enriched the lives
of her students. | commend her devotion to
constantly looking for innovative ways to in-
crease the learning opportunities of her stu-
dents and | wish her luck in all of her future
undertakings.

——

RECOGNITION OF LIEUTENANT
COLONEL SUSAN K. RIOPEL’S
RETIREMENT FROM THE UNITED
STATES ARMY

HON. JACK KINGSTON

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, today | wish
to honor my friend, LTC Susan K. Riopel, a
respected officer in the United States Army
Reserve, as she retires after having distin-
guished herself by continuous meritorious per-
formance during 23 years of dedicated serv-
ice.

LTC Susan Riopel was selected and served
as one of the prestigious Army Congressional
Fellows from August 1998 until November
1999, handling a wide range of responsibilities
such as preparing input for committee hear-
ings and conference mark-ups and conducting
research and analysis, recommending spon-
sorship of bills, drafting speeches, talking
points and press releases. Upon completion of
her assignment as an Army Congressional
Fellow, LTC Susan Riopel continued as a Leg-
islative Liaison, for the Army Office of the
Chief of Legislative Liaison as well as the Of-
fice of the Chief, Army Reserve Legislative Li-
aison.

LTC Susan Riopel has been an exemplary
leader. Her efforts have brought a higher qual-
ity of life to the men and women in uniform
who serve our country. She is, however, first
and foremost, a loving and supportive wife to
Frank, her husband, a caring and under-
standing mother to her children, Elizabeth and
David.

Mr. President, | therefore honor LTC Susan
Riopel today for her outstanding contributions
to the United States Army Reserve as well as
our Nation. She is a visionary and a leader
and a mentor, a beloved wife, and mother,
and | am proud to call her my friend.

—

TRIBUTE TO DIANE AND EMERY
KLEIN

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize two leaders from my district, Diane and
Emery Klein.

This marvelous couple has teamed to pro-
vide an unusual level of commitment to com-
munity. They are being honored on September
28th with the Jewish Federation of Metropoli-
tan Detroit's most prestigious recognition, the
Fred M. Butzel Award.
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Emery and Diane are passionate advocates
for innumerable Jewish causes and organiza-
tions and give tirelessly of their time and tal-
ents. The presentation of the Fred M. Butzel
Award is the latest honor presented to Emery
and Diane for their service to the community.

Emery is a past chair of the Federation’s
Annual Campaign, past president of the He-
brew Free Loan Association, and a national
board member of the American Israel Public
Affairs Committee. His honors include the Ye-
shiva Beth Yehudah Golden Torah Award, the
International Association of Hebrew Free
Loans Maimonides G’Millut Chasodim Award,
and the Bar llan Honorary Fellowship Award.

Diane is a native Detroiter and past presi-
dent of Federation’s Women’s Department,
past vice president of the Federation, past
president of the Greater Detroit Chapter of Ha-
dassah and a past vice president of the Fresh
Air Society. Diane has also generously con-
tributed her talents to the Jewish Vocational
Service, the Jewish Community Council and
Israel Bonds Women'’s Division. Diane is a re-
cipient of the Hadassah National Leadership
Award and an Israel Bonds Lion of Judah
Honoree.

Emery and Diane Klein have carried out
with unusual passion their duties as citizens of
their beloved country. Born in Czechoslovakia
and a survivor of the Holocaust, Emery Klein
has devoted himself to assure our Nation’s full
commitment to the security of Israel as the
homeland of the Jewish people. He is cur-
rently a Board member of the American Israel
Public Affairs Committee. His deep belief in
democratic values, freedom and tolerance has
motivated his decades of political activity, in-
cluding an active role in Presidential cam-
paigns including Bill Clinton’s and in many
Congressional races. Diane has been an ac-
tive partner in these efforts.

Committed to education, the Kleins have es-
tablished an Excellence in Education Fund to
support professional development of Jewish
educators in our community.

They are devoted to their children, Jeffrey
and Barbara, and grandchildren, Spencer,
Griffin, Zoe and Isabel.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Emery and Diane Klein. They
have worked tirelessly to make a difference
and they indeed have done so. Privileged to
witness their devotion and advocacy firsthand,
| know | speak for many others in offering con-
gratulations to Emery and Diane Klein as they
are honored for their service with the Fred M.
Butzel Award.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JIM GIBBONS

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
explain how | would have voted on September
25, 2006 during rollcall votes No. 471, No.
472, and No. 473 during the second session
of the 109th Congress.

Rollcall vote No. 471 was on the motion to
suspend the rules and pass H.R. 5059.

Rollcall vote No. 472 was on the motion to
suspend the rules and pass H.R. 5062.

Rollcall vote No. 473 was on the motion to
suspend the rules and pass H.R. 6102.
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If present, | would have voted “yes” on
each of these rollcall votes.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO RAY GIUNTA
HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Reverend Ray Giunta for his compas-
sionate support for families and victims in
times of crisis.

Ray is an ordained minister of the Evan-
gelical Church Association, has a Bachelor's
Degree in social work from the California State
University in Sacramento and a Bachelor’s in
Pastoral Studies from Borean University. Not
too long after graduating, Ray co-founded We
Care Ministries with fellow minister Jeff Jones.
We Care Ministries is a nonprofit Christian so-
cial service organization that dedicates its time
to helping individuals and communities cope
with the trauma of crises, from slayings and
accidental deaths to high-profile tragedies like
hurricanes, school shootings, and terrorist at-
tacks. Since its existence, approximately
15,000 people have been touched by the Cri-
sis Intervention team with physical, emotional,
and prayer support.

Most recently, Ray aided several displaced
families of Hurricane Katrina by providing
$11,000 in rental fares for the bus that brought
the evacuees from Gonzales, LA to Hender-
son, NV. His congregation also supplied the
families with toiletries, cell phones, gift cards
to department stores, and shelter in homes of
church volunteers.

Ray has worked with a number of agencies,
including FEMA (Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Association), the American Red Cross
and the Salvation Army. He has worked to
provide relief at a number of different disaster
sites, including: earthquakes in San Francisco;
the Oklahoma City bombing; New York after
9/11; and several hurricane disaster areas in
Florida and Louisiana. Ray also has coun-
seled families and friends at school shootings
in Texas and California as well as corporate
mass shootings throughout the Nation.

When he isn’t aiding distressed families and
friends, he serves as the Encouragement Pas-
tor at Central Christian Church in Las Vegas,
NV, where he oversees a congregation of
8,000 members as well as the community out-
reach programs to the city. As pastor, he
trains sympathetic, willing volunteers with the
tools necessary to provide exceptional spiritual
support for those in need.

Ray has received numerous awards for his
compassionate care, including “Investigator of
the Year” during his time as a criminal investi-
gator. He also accepted the California Gov-
ernor's “Heroes in Health Care” Award and
the “Good Samaritan” Award from the Amer-
ican Red Cross. The California State Legisla-
ture also recognized him for his outstanding
service in Oklahoma City and New York.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that |
honor Reverend Ray Giunta for his generosity
and selflessness to numerous people during
some of the most tragic events in today’s
world. On behalf of the Las Vegas community,
| thank him for his caring attitude and wish
him luck in all of his future deeds.
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HONORING DONNA PAOLETTI
PHILLIPS

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Ms. Donna Paoletti Phillips, my
constituent, and one of three recipients of the
first annual American Civic Education Teacher
Award. This award honors teachers who have
demonstrated a special expertise in teaching
about the U.S. Constitution, the U.S. Con-
gress, and public policy at the state and local
levels. It is one of the activities of the Alliance
for Representative Democracy, which is fund-
ed by the U.S. Department of Education by an
act of Congress.

Now in her eleventh year as an educator,
Donna, a resident of Columbia, Maryland,
teaches eighth grade at Robert Frost Middle
Schools in Rockville. She has worked to make
her classroom an incubator of democracy, be-
lieving that “the essence of civic education lies
in the people the students become while in the
care of our classrooms.” She describes her
teaching style as experiential, noting that civic
education cannot be a “from the neck up” ac-
tivity.

For 6 years, Donna has coordinated We the
People, the Citizen and the Constitution, a
simulated congressional hearing held annually
at the Robert Frost Middle School. In that
time, she has witnessed a profound change in
the participating teachers as they moved from
direct instruction to a more facilitative role in
the students’ education process. She has also
observed the students’ progress to more self-
directed research and collaboration with their
peers. For these reasons, Donna sees this
program as a life-changing activity for those
involved.

Throughout the school year, Donna’s stu-
dents are able to witness her collaboration
with fellow faculty and her volunteer efforts in
the community. She initiates discussions on
global, national, local, and school-based
events, and frequently questions the causes of
injustices, inspiring her students to do the
same.

Donna says that she is proud to have “the
best kids in the country” in her class, and she
considers it a wonderful opportunity to teach in
the Washington Metropolitan Area, where
Capitol Hill can be so easily accessed. | am
very pleased that she is visiting my office
today, and | call upon my colleagues to join
me in honoring Donna Paoletti Phillips’ accom-
plishments and congratulating her on receiving
this award.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, on May 22,
2006, | was unable to cast a vote on H.R.
3858, the Pets Evacuation and Transportation
Standards Act, rollcall vote No. 178. Had |
been present, | would have voted “aye.”
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HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
was not present in the Chamber on Sep-
tember 25th to cast my vote on rollcalls 471,
472, and 473.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“nay” on rollcalls 471 and 472, and “aye” on
rolicall 473.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO ESTHER
FRIED

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Esther Fried, who passed
away on Wednesday, September 6, 2006.

Esther was born October 16, 1919 in Den-
ver, Colorado and was raised in Denver and
Salt Lake City. Moving to Las Vegas with her
husband in 1959, they opened what would be-
come a Las Vegas institution, Freeds Bakery.
Launched in 1959, this bakery grew from a
mom-and-pop operation into a world-renowned
business. Having seven locations in the 1970s
when Las Vegas' population was one-fifth
what it is today, Freeds Bakery eventually was
consolidated into one location. Under her lead-
ership the bakery grew exponentially and
gained widespread recognition. In 1996, Bon
Appetit named Freeds Bakery one of the top
10 places to eat in Las Vegas. The bakery
was also featured in the April 2002 edition of
Martha Stewart Weddings magazine.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor the life of
Esther Fried. She will be dearly missed by the
Las Vegas Community.

————

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF
CASEY COLEMAN DAY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
celebration of Cleveland’s Casey Coleman
Day. Mr. Casey Coleman is a landmark in
Cleveland radio broadcasting and sports-
casting who has recently been diagnosed with
inoperable pancreatic cancer with only months
to live. Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson has
proclaimed September 26 as “Casey Coleman
Day” to honor the distinguished Cleveland
resident.

Mr. Coleman has been an acclaimed sports
broadcaster for over 25 years and has been
recognized by the Associated Press for “Best
Regularly Scheduled Sports” and “Best
Sportscaster” in the State of Ohio. While per-
forming television broadcasting, Mr. Coleman
received four Emmy Awards. Mr. Coleman
also has the honor of being the field and lock-
er room reporter for the Cleveland Browns for
the past five consecutive years.

Casey Coleman Day will be more than just
a title, as a ceremony will be held at Tower
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City, and on September 27 there will be a
blood drive sponsored by the American Red
Cross in Mr. Coleman’s name. The region-
wide blood drive effort will help hundreds of
lives in 57 different Ohio hospitals. Everyone
who donates blood at a Red Cross site on
September 27 will be able to write a personal
message to Mr. Coleman. The day of celebra-
tion also marks the creation of “Casey’s
Fund,” which will contribute all donations to
help treat alcoholics and addicts as Mr. Cole-
man is a recovered alcoholic and his legacy
will continue to aid in fighting addiction with
the help of Recovery Resources.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join the
city of Cleveland and myself in honoring and
rejoicing over Mr. Casey Coleman’s inspiring
life, courage against cancer, and devotion to
Cleveland. My thoughts go out to his wife and
his six daughters during this difficult time.

——

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, on Monday, September 25, 2006, |
was unavoidably detained due to a prior obli-
gation. Had | been present and voting, | would
have voted as follows:

(1) Rollcall No. 471: “no” (H.R. 5059, New
Hampshire Wilderness Act); (2) rollcall No.
472: “no” (H.R. 5062, New Hampshire Wilder-
ness Act); (3) rollcall No. 473: “yes” (H.R.
6102, Captain Christopher Petty Post Office
Building).

——————

NATIONAL ADDICTION RECOVERY
MONTH

HON. RICK LARSEN

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to an often overlooked
group of Americans who have made great
contributions to the health and safety of our
Nation. Those who have made a career out of
counseling individuals with alcohol and drug
addictions deserve our recognition, respect,
and gratitude, as we celebrate National Addic-
tion Recovery Month this September. Further-
more, | would like to recognize that September
20th is National Addiction Counselor’'s Day.

Last year, over 19 million Americans used il-
licit drugs. Fifty-five million engaged in binge
drinking, and over 16 million were considered
heavy drinkers. These numbers are stag-
gering. Imagine the entire populations of New
York and Los Angeles as illicit drug users.
Imagine if the entire population of Florida were
heavy drinkers.

This is a prevalent problem.

The problem of addiction is not restricted to
illicit, illegal drugs or products sold on the
street. There are dangers in our homes and
our medicine cabinets. Common household
products, such as cough syrup, contain ingre-
dients that can provide a high if taken in large
enough doses.

According to research conducted by the
Partnership for a Drug-Free America, one in
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10 teenagers, or 2.4 million young people,
have intentionally abused cough medication to
get high. Teens take excessively large
amounts of over-the-counter cough medicine
or abuse the main active ingredient in most
cough syrups, dextromethorphan (DXM). DXM
can be purchased over the Internet in bulk
and is very dangerous when abused.

Since cough medicine is a necessity in
every home with a child, we must take action
to ensure our kids are protected from DXM
abuse. First, parents need to talk to their chil-
dren about the dangers of overdosing on DXM
and cough syrup. Second, Congress needs to
ensure that bulk amounts of DXM are not sold
over the counter, or over the Internet, to enti-
ties not registered to do so with the FDA. |
urge congressional leadership to bring legisla-
tion | introduced with Rep. FRED UPTON, H.R.
5280, the DXM Distribution Act of 2006, to the
floor of the House for a vote.

The professionals who treat the destructive
disease of addiction are a dedicated, knowl-
edgeable group. Today there are hundreds of
thousands of clean and sober individuals living
happy, productive lives because a counselor
was there and made the difference. Not only
do these counselors assist in recovery, but in
prevention and intervention as well. Addiction
professionals are an essential cog in the
health services machine. Through training and
experience, addiction professionals can help
turn a life around and often even save a life.

| call upon all of my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the invaluable contributions of
addiction counselors. Congress has shown
strong support for this issue in the past, yet
we are far from victory. We must continue our
steadfast fight against drug and alcohol addic-
tion. The hard work of addiction professionals
should be recognized, honored, and appre-
ciated.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO KIRK V.
CLAUSEN

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Kirk V. Clausen for his leadership as
the regional president of Nevada for Wells
Fargo Bank.

Kirk has worked for Wells Fargo Bank in
various capacities since he was 14 years old.
In his childhood hometown of Sioux City,
lowa, Kirk worked for Norwest Bank, now
Wells Fargo, delivering calendars and per-
forming other odd jobs. During college, Kirk
worked the night shift as a teller. By the time
he graduated from college, Kirk was managing
all three teller lines during all three shifts. Due
to his adeptness, Kirk was asked to participate
in the bank’s management training program,
and so began his bank management career.
Today, Kirk is responsible for more than 11
Wells Fargo banks across Nevada.

Despite demands on his time, Kirk is also
very active in the community and has served
on numerous community boards, including the
Economic Development Authority of Western
Nevada, EDAWN.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Kirk V.
Clausen. His combination of professional suc-
cess and community activism is exemplary. |
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applaud his efforts and wish him the best in
his future endeavors.

J.S. HOLLIDAY
HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, our Nation and
especially our great State of California, lost
part of our soul last week.

Thousands of historians have written about
American history, but it took J.S. Holliday to
analyze, understand, define and describe the
monumental effect on our State and Nation of
the California Gold Rush.

In authoring the two classic histories about
the Gold Rush—The World Rushed In (1981)
followed by Rush to Riches (1999)—Jim
Holliday captured the spirit, the human face
and the meaning of what he defined as the
seminal event that changed the American
West and indeed all of America. He described
recklessness, entrepreneurship, resourceful-
ness, greed, speculation, ambition and thrill,
and how gold abolished all the old rules. He
explained dry diggers and long toms and
sluice boxes and ditching and tailing, and he
opened our eyes to life on the Yuba River and
Sutter's Mill and Marysville. His meticulous re-
search exposed the life of the miner and
through him, the culture of the time and the
impact of it all on us, as Californians and
Americans.

Beyond being a great historian and a great
writer, Jim Holliday was a great friend. The
decibel level of his voice was not the only
thing that ensured he was a presence in the
room; his laughter, his warmth, his passion to
learn and capacity to listen, and his sheer
brainpower, made him the center of gravity in
any setting. He was as irrepressible and dy-
namic as they come.

On behalf of the members of the California
delegation—both those who knew him person-
ally and those who knew only his work—I
send condolences to all members of his fam-
ily.
yMr. Speaker, | ask that obituaries from the
San Francisco Chronicle of September 2 and
the Carmel Pine Cone of September 8 be
printed in the RECORD.

[From the San Francisco Chronicle,
Sept. 2, 2006]
J.S. HOLLIDAY: 1924-2006
(By Carl Nolte)

J.S. Holliday, one of the most eminent his-
torians of California and the West, died at
his home in Carmel on Thursday at the age
of 82. He had been suffering from pulmonary
fibrosis.

Holliday was the author of ‘“The World
Rushed In,” a history of the California Gold
Rush that was a best-seller when it was pub-
lished in 1981; it went through 13 printings,
and a new edition was reissued recently by
the University of Oklahoma Press.

Kevin Starr, another noted historian of the
West, called ‘“The World Rushed In” ‘‘a clas-
sic.”

If it were only for the one book, Holliday’s
reputation as a historian would be secure,
but he was also the founding director of the
Oakland Museum of California and executive
director emeritus of the California Historical
Society, taught history at San Francisco
State University, and served for a time as as-
sistant director of the Bancroft Library at
UC Berkeley.
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He also lectured, appeared on television
and wrote articles on history. ‘“‘No one writes
better about California’s irresistible past,”
said Ken Burns, the television documentary
expert. ‘T am a huge fan.”

‘““He was a towering figure in California
history,” said Gary Kurutz, principal librar-
ian for special collections at the California
State Library. ‘‘His death is a real loss.”

Holliday was born Jaquelin Smith Holliday
II, June 10, 1924, in Indianapolis. His family
was in the steel business, and young J.S.
Holliday attended private schools. He seldom
used his given name. His friends called him
“Jim.”

Holliday attended midshipman school at
Northwestern University during World War
IT and served in the U.S. Navy as an officer
aboard an escort aircraft carrier in the Pa-
cific.

He attended Yale University and graduated
with a degree in history in 1948. At Yale, one
of his teachers brought to his attention let-
ters and a diary written by a man named
William Swain, who set out from Michigan
in 1849 with a group of adventurers called the
Wolverine Rangers to make his fortune in
far-off California.

In Swain, Holliday found his own mother
lode. Swain’s letters and diary—his adven-
tures traveling across the Great Plains,
down the dreary Humboldt River in Nevada,
his trek across the Black Rock Desert, his
life in the California Gold Country—were the
basis for ‘“The World Rushed In.”

Holliday often said that the story of the
Gold Rush—which he said was the greatest
peacetime mass migration in history—
brought him to California. He moved West in
1949, on the 100th anniversary of the Gold
Rush. “I came here for gold and found other
ways of seeking success in California,” he
said.

He got a doctorate in history from UC
Berkeley in 1958 and a research fellowship at
the Huntington Library, then worked at the
Bancroft and taught at San Francisco State.

By then he had a considerable reputation
as a forceful and vigorous exponent of his
views of history. ‘“‘He was one of the most
vital people I ever knew,” said Joe Illick,
who served with him on the faculty at San
Francisco State.

He was ‘‘a big, handsome, rumpled man
with a passion for the rugged life,”” The
Chronicle said of him when he had become
well known. Early in his career, however,
Holliday’s passion for history did not always
g0 down well with more sedate custodians of
the State’s past.

In 1967, he was named the founding direc-
tor of what later became the much-praised
Oakland Museum of California. However, he
was so forceful and uncompromising in his
views that he was fired just before the mu-
seum opened in 1969.

He then became executive director of the
California Historical Society and organized a
series of major traveling exhibitions, includ-
ing one about the internment of Japanese
Americans during World War II. “It caused
quite a stir,”” said David Crossen, the current
executive director of the society. ‘‘People in
historical societies didn’t deal with issues
like that back then. He was a model for the
young Turks in historical organizations.”

Holliday served two terms in the top job at
the California Historical Society. However,
he always came back to the Gold Rush book.
He felt the 1849 Gold Rush was a seminal
event in the state’s history that, in his
words, ‘‘changed California, changed the
whole West and changed America’s sense of
itself.”” He wanted to present it in human
terms, to make the lives of the long-dead
Forty-Niners come alive.

It took him 30 years to write.

‘“‘He was such a careful writer that it some-
times took him a week to get two para-
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graphs right,” said Kurutz. ‘“‘He was as thor-
ough as can be.”’

The result was what Starr called ‘‘a mas-
terly narrative.” The book won the Silver
Medal of the Commonwealth Club of Cali-
fornia and the Oscar Lewis Award for
Achievement in Western History from the
Book Club of California.

In 1999, Holliday wrote ‘“‘Rush for Riches:
Gold Fever and the Making of California,”
which also received critical acclaim.

Holliday was married twice. His first mar-
riage, to Nancy Adams, ended in divorce. He
was married to Belinda Vidor Jones in 1983,
and she survives him.

He also leaves three children: Timothy
Holliday of New Orleans, Martha Brett
Holliday of Farmington, Conn., and W.J.
Holliday of Menlo Park.

A memorial service is pending.

[From the Carmel Pine Cone, Sept. 8, 2006]

GOLD RUSH HISTORIAN, CRA FOUNDER WAS AN
‘“OVERSIZED SLICE OF LIFE”
(By Mary Brownfield)

‘‘He was a very forceful and outspoken per-
son, but also very sensitive and very gentle,
too,” John Hicks said of his friend, Jim
Holliday, the notable California historian
and author who died of pulmonary fibrosis at
home in Carmel last Thursday morning at
the age of 82. ““That made for an interesting
paradox, I think.”

Mr. Holliday, who helped found the Carmel
Residents Association after Clint Eastwood
was elected mayor of the town 20 years ago
and was named the group’s Citizen of the
Year in 2001, was best known for his books
and studies on the California Gold Rush.

In 1981, Simon & Schuster published ‘‘The
World Rushed In,”” which described the Gold
Rush and its impacts on California’s develop-
ment and American values. The book, her-
alded by fellow historians, underwent 13
printings. Its latest edition, published by the
University of Oklahoma Press, remains
available.

In 1999, assisted by Hicks, he wrote ‘‘Rush
for Riches: Gold Fever and the Making of
California,”” copublished by the Oakland Mu-
seum and the University of California Press
in Berkeley.

His writing earned honors from the Li-
brary of Congress, the Commonwealth Club
of California (silver medal), the Book Club of
California and Western Writers of America,
Inc. Known as a strong speaker, Mr. Holliday
lectured throughout the State and Nation.

In Carmel, Hicks and Mr. Holliday served
on the board of trustees at Tor House. Hicks
described his friend as a ‘‘big, vigorous per-
son, but endlessly curious and a great lis-
tener,” and said they agreed on the local and
national significance of Robinson Jeffers and
his historic home on the point.

‘“He was a big, oversized slice of life and
more than some people could take at times,
but he was a good spirit,” Hicks said. ‘“The
little town will be different without him.”

Attorney and CRA cofounder Skip Lloyd
first met Mr. Holliday in San Francisco, and
the two became reacquainted years later
when Mr. Holliday moved to Carmel. Lloyd
also lauded his friend’s public speaking skills
and said, ‘“‘“He brought tremendous enthu-
siasm, energy, generosity, leadership and a
wonderful spirit”’ to the residents group. ‘‘He
was a really accomplished person, but he
never wore it on his sleeve,” Lloyd said. ‘‘He
was always friendly, helpful and generous to
everybody.”’

Historian and longtime San Francisco
Chronicle journalist Carl Nolte, who wrote
Mr. Holliday’s obituary for his newspaper,
read Mr. Holliday’s books ‘‘with much admi-
ration” and described the author as ‘‘a
charmer.” ‘“He was very, very impressive as
an historian,” Nolte said, ‘“‘and also very
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kind with his praise, which is rare among au-
thors.”

Born Jaquelin Smith Holliday II, on June
10, 1924, to steel magnate William J. Holliday
and Martha Henley Holliday in Indianapolis,
IN, Mr. Holliday was most commonly known
as J.S.—Jim to his friends.

He graduated from the Hill School in
Pottstown, PA, attended midshipman school
at Northwestern University and served on
the USS Santee in the Pacific during World
War II. Mr. Holliday graduated from Yale
University with a degree in history in 1948.

Drawn west, he undertook graduate studies
in history at UC Berkeley in 1952 and re-
ceived his Ph.D. in 1959, following a year as
a research fellow at the Henry Huntington
Library in San Marino. He also worked as an
associate professor at San Francisco State
University and a lecturer at other institu-
tions. He was editor of ‘“‘American West”
magazine and served as executive director of
the Oakland Museum of California. From
1970-1977 and 1983-1985, he was director of the
California Historical Society.

Socially, Mr. Holliday belonged to the
Bohemi-an and Roxburge clubs in San Fran-
cisco, and the Zamorano Club in Los Ange-
les.

His first marriage, to Nancy Adams, ended
in divorce in 1974, and he married Carmel
resident Belinda Vidor Jones in 1983. She and
three children from his first marriage—Tim-
othy Holliday of New Orleans, LA, Martha
Brett Holliday of Farmington, CT, and Wil-
liam J. Holliday of Menlo Park—survive
him.

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF JOSE R. CORONADO

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the noteworthy career of Jose R.
Coronado, the Director of the South Texas
Veterans Health Care System STVHCS. Mr.
Coronado has retired from this position, end-
ing a long and illustrious 40-year career as a
public servant. He is an incredibly accom-
plished man who has served this Nation with
honor and distinction.

Too often, those who have chosen a career
in public service are overlooked as their efforts
are hidden behind the scenes. However, Mr.
Coronado’s impact on veterans healthcare
cannot be ignored. As director of the
STVHCS, Mr. Coronado has led one of the
largest integrated healthcare systems in the
Veterans Health Administration, VHA. He was
responsible for a healthcare delivery system
which has an annual budget of nearly $430
million, is comprised of more than 2,800 em-
ployees, and consists of three divisions: the
Audie L. Murphy Division, the Kerrville Divi-
sion, and the Satellite Clinic Division.

Due to its affiliation with the University of
Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio,
the STVHCS has an active ambulatory care
program with outpatient clinics in cities
throughout South Texas. The system also
serves as a parent facility for Veterans Out-
reach Centers in the region. Needless to say,
Mr. Coronado was ultimately responsible for
the care of veterans throughout South Texas.

Mr. Coronado’s passion for serving the pub-
lic, and his interest in health care, have been
demonstrated throughout his career. He began
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his undergraduate education in premedical
studies. This education, however, was inter-
rupted by his military service in the Army
which lasted from 1953-1955. During this time
period, he served as an operations sergeant in
the U.S. Army, 11th Armored Cavalry Regi-
ment. Upon the completion of this service, Mr.
Coronado finished his undergraduate edu-
cation and became an assistant principal and
science teacher at Hebbronville High School.

In 1962, Mr. Coronado began his illustrious
career with the Veterans Administration as an
administrative officer with the Veterans Admin-
istration Medical Center in Houston, TX. He
worked his way up the ranks as a devoted
civil servant until 1975, when he became the
director of the Audie L. Murphy Memorial Vet-
erans Hospital in San Antonio. He served in
that capacity for 20 years, until he was named
director of the STVHCS in 1995.

Mr. Coronado’s unyielding devotion to his
career can only be matched by his commit-
ment to the community. Throughout the span
of his career, he has participated in a number
of organizations in a wide range of capacities.
Currently, he is a member of the Medical Re-
search Public Awareness Committee, he is
chair of the Graduate Healthcare Administra-
tion Training Program, GHATP, Board, he is
on the Board of Contributors for the San Anto-
nio United Way, and he is a fellow with the
American College of Healthcare Executives,
ACHE. Furthermore, he is an adjunct pro-
fessor at both the University of Texas Health
Science Center at San Antonio and the Uni-
versity of Houston, Clear Lake. He is also affil-
iate faculty within Trinity University’s Depart-
ment of Health Care Administration.

Mr. Coronado’s efforts have made a positive
impact on the organizations he serves as well
as the individual lives that he has touched.
This impact has been recognized by awards
presented to him by three separate Presi-
dents. Most recently, Mr. Coronado was be-
stowed Modern Healthcare Magazine “Top 25
Minority Health Care Executive” award and
the Under Secretary for Health, Department of
Veterans Affairs “Exemplary Service Award.”

| believe that Mr. Coronado has consistently
demonstrated incomparable leadership abili-
ties and a selflessness reserved for the truly
great public servants. He has given so much
in service to our military and to the countless
veterans who have benefited from his direc-
tion. In fact, generations of military personnel
have been positively impacted by the efforts
he has made throughout his career.

On behalf of the brave men and women of
the military, the staff of the facilities over
which Mr. Coronado led, and the citizens of
South Texas, | want to say thank you. Thank
you Mr. Coronado for the sacrifices you have
made to better the lives of others. Thank you
for your commitment in service to this great
Nation. And thank you for showing us what
can be achieved through hard work, vision,
and a strong sense of purpose. While Mr. Cor-
onado’s retirement is certainly well-deserved,
his presence will no doubt be missed in our
community.
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA OMNIBUS
AUTHORIZATION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 25, 2006

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, the District of
Columbia Omnibus Authorization Act, a major
bill to assist the District of Columbia in car-
rying out timely and critical operational respon-
sibilities, received final approval as a result of
House passage this evening and is on its way
to the President for his signature. The DC
Omnibus Authorization Act, sponsored by
Government Reform Committee Chairman
Tom DAvisS and me, includes permanent mid-
year budget autonomy in a collection of crucial
provisions that have been approved or passed
by the District, but must come to Congress be-
fore becoming law. The most important omni-
bus authorization provision, long sought by the
District since home rule was granted, allows
the city to spend local funds without coming
back to Congress for approval through the
congressional mid-year supplemental appro-
priations process. We worked hard to con-
vince appropriators to implement this critical
change for the first time beginning this year,
but the provision in today’s bill is needed to
authorize mid-year budget autonomy perma-
nently. This is the first structural change in the
original Horne Rule Act since it was enacted
over 30 years ago and brings the city close to
obtaining full budget autonomy. It is impos-
sible to overestimate the hardship to this or
any city of being unable to carry on normal
business and engage in fiscal transactions—
from spending local revenue already in the
bank for vital city needs to floating baseball
stadium bonds—without coming to Congress.
Budget autonomy from the congressional sup-
plemental process essentially enacts part of
the DC Budget Autonomy Act that Chairman
DAvIS and | have introduced to give the Dis-
trict greater freedom from the annual congres-
sional appropriations process that redundantly
requires the District's balanced budget to
come to the Congress before it becomes ef-
fective.

The Omnibus Authorization Act includes
many other vital provisions, including one that
gives greater city control and use of reserve
funds—up to 50 percent—with specific proce-
dures for reimbursement. The District's sound
fiscal practices, along with limitations required
by Congress, have led to an impressive re-
serve fund. However, residents watched the
neglect of basic services and continued to
send their children to dilapidated public school
buildings while the District grew an ever larger
reserve fund that could not be tapped. As a
result of work with appropriators last year, DC
already is spending part of its reserves that
had been piling up.

Both the House and the Senate approved
an omnibus authorization bill earlier this ses-
sion. However, the House needs to approve
the Senate version that added provisions not
in the House bill. The new provisions include:
a change in the fiscal year that the District of
Columbia Public Schools requested; permis-
sion for the DC libraries to accept gifts—cur-
rently only the Mayor's office can receive
them; enhanced dental and vision benefits for
court employees; and a requirement that with-
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in 1 year of congressional passage, the Dis-
trict must start using a metered system for
taxicabs, unless the Mayor signs an executive
order opting out. | strongly urge my colleagues
to support this bill.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF CLINTON
KIRK

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
respectfully ask the attention of the House
today to pay tribute to Mr. Clinton Kirk, a con-
stituent of mine who has dedicated the past
20 years of his life to staying healthy and fit.

Mr. Kirk resides in Valley, Alabama, and is
in his eighth decade of life. He is known
around the area as the Walking Man. Kirk
says when he began his walking in 1986, he
would walk around 5 to 6 miles a day in the
early morning. Twenty years later, he says he
now walks about a mile a day and says he at-
tributes his good health to his walking habit.
Amazingly, Mr. Kirk has walked over 50,000
miles since 1986, the year he began keeping
a daily log of the distance he covers.

| salute Mr. Kirk for his continued efforts to
exercise and stay healthy, and commend him
at this milestone for serving as an example for
us all to take care of ourselves and stay fit.

—————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 4844, FEDERAL ELECTION
INTEGRITY ACT OF 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 20, 2006

Ms. MCcCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to strongly oppose H.R. 4844,
Republican legislation that would suppress
voter participation by mandating burdensome
new voter identification requirements. This bill
is similar to State laws that have recently been
struck down as unconstitutional conditions to
voting.

H.R. 4844 is a discriminatory political ploy.
No empirical data of voter fraud exists that
justifies such onerous new mandates. The bill
requires individuals to have a State or Feder-
ally approved photo identification in order to
vote in federal elections in 2008 and to pro-
vide documented proof of citizenship by 2010.
For those voting by mail, H.R. 4844 requires
a photocopy of identification to be sent with
the absentee ballot. In reality, the legislation
would disenfranchise millions of American citi-
zens who do not possess the required identi-
fication.

Not surprisingly, those who will struggle
most to comply with this bill are the same citi-
zens the Voting Rights Act is designed to pro-
tect: racial and ethnic minorities, students, the
elderly, individuals with disabilities, Americans
living in rural areas, the homeless and low-in-
come citizens. This burden will be over-
whelming for many Native Americans, particu-
larly elders and those living in remote areas,
or those that use primarily tribal identification.
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In addition, a study conducted at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee found that only
50 percent of African American and Latino
men in Milwaukee had government issued
photo identification that would allow them to
vote in 2008. To obtain a drivers’ license, birth
certificate, passport or naturalization papers to
meet the bill's requirements low-income citi-
zens will face financial burdens and lost time
from work while the elderly may struggle to
make a trip to the local DMV. And citizens
who lost their vital documents in the aftermath
of Hurricane’s Katrina and Rita should expect
to face one final insult from Washington when
they lose their right to vote.

In addition, H.R. 4844 fails to specify how
disputes over identification would be handled
by poll workers. Consequently, the bill places
an undue and irresponsible amount of discre-
tion in the hands of overworked poll workers,
which opens the door to widespread racial and
ethnic discrimination at polling places. Impos-
ing new barriers to the right of Americans to
vote is simply unnecessary. Existing federal
laws impose strict penalties on non-citizens
who attempt to vote illegally. The success of
existing federal laws is underscored by the
fact that supporters of H.R. 4844 were unable
to offer data to establish a need for this bill.

The Help America Vote Act, HAVA, that
Congress passed with bipartisan support in
2002 proved that securing the integrity of our
elections process need not come at the cost
of voter access. Congress should reject H.R.
4844 and instead, fulfill promises made in
HAVA by providing States with the $800 mil-
lion they need to expand access and prevent
voter fraud. The Republican Majority should
be held accountable for championing H.R.
4844, a bill that casually and callously under-
mines the constitutionally guaranteed right of
all Americans to vote.

TRIBUTE TO LUAN RIVERA

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, | raise today to
recognize Luan Rivera, a devoted and inspira-
tional leader who has dedicated her life to the
education and development of America’s
youth. As the 2005—2006 President of the
California School Boards Association, CSBA,
Luan has worked tirelessly to promote and
strengthen educational opportunities in Califor-
nia’s public schools and | would like to com-
mend her for her efforts.

Luan was elected to the Ramona Unified
School District Board of Education in 1994
and served seven years on CSBA’s Delegate
Assembly. Her impressive credentials include
a master's degree from Roosevelt University
in Chicago, completion of CSBA’s Master in
Governance Program, a multiple-subject
teaching credential and an English as a Sec-
ond Language certificate. She is also the
former youth coordinator of the Yellow Ribbon
Suicide Prevention Program and has partici-
pated in numerous activities designed to en-
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hance tolerance amongst California’s culturally
diverse youth population.

Adding to this long list of achievements,
Luan has also been active in the San Diego
County Inter-Agency Coalition for Human and
Civil Rights and, in 2001, she attended the
United Nations World Conference Against
Racism in Durban, South Africa. These experi-
ences and qualifications enabled Luan to
serve as CSBA President with a high level of
insight and an acute understanding of Califor-
nia’s educational challenges.

Luan recognizes that stimulating and en-
couraging our children to learn is an invest-
ment in America’s future. Her incredible devo-
tion to improving California’s education system
has set a new precedent for CSBA’s top lead-
ership position and it is my hope that leaders
like Luan will continue to step forward in the
future.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in thanking Luan Rivera for her service as a
member of the Ramona Unified School District
Board of Education and CSBA President.
Thanks to Luan, California’s public schools are
a better place and she can take special pride
in knowing that her contributions are improving
the lives of children and families throughout
the State.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF FORT LAU-
DERDALE’S LONE SAILOR MEMO-
RIAL

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR.

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the Fort Lauderdale Council of the
Navy League of the United States for their
successful campaign to locate a Lone Sailor
Statue on Fort Lauderdale’s Riverwalk.

The Fort Lauderdale Council has been
greeting military ships of all Navies arriving in
Port Everglades for over 50 years, earning a
reputation for Fort Lauderdale as the ’best lib-
erty Port in the world’. Although Fort Lauder-
dale is not home to a major Navy facility, it is
rich in naval history. During World War I, pi-
lots including former President George Bush,
trained at the old Fort Lauderdale Naval Air
Station. During my tenure in Congress, | have
had the privilege of participating in two ship
commissioning ceremonies at Port Ever-
glades. It is a fact: the Navy loves Fort Lau-
derdale and Fort Lauderdale loves the Navy.

With this strong relationship with the Navy,
members of the Council, including former Con-
gressman George Wortley, felt it was time to
join eight other communities around the coun-
try and bring a Lone Sailor statue to South
Florida. They committed to raising $250,000 to
obtain the statue, prepare the site and cover
other related expenses. They successfully pe-
titioned the City of Fort Lauderdale to approve
a permanent home for the ’sailor’ on Fort Lau-
derdale’s Riverwalk.

On Saturday, October 14th, 2006, | look for-
ward to joining members of the Fort Lauder-
dale Council and our South Florida community
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to dedicate the Lone Sailor statue. Cast in
bronze, the statue is composed of 2 pieces:
the sailor who stands 7 feet tall and weighs
approximately 1,000 Ibs. and his sea bag and
cleat weighing 700 Ibs. During the casting
process, the bronze is mixed with artifacts
from eight U.S. Navy ships which span the
Navy’s history. It is a fitting tribute to the men
and women of the sea service.

Mr. Speaker, | commend the members of
the Fort Lauderdale Council of the Navy
League of the United States for their commit-
ment to this wonderful project. The Lone Sail-
or Statue will stand as a symbol of the esteem
in which this community holds the members of
the sea services: Navy, Marine Corps, Coast
Guard, U.S.-Flag Merchant Marine.

IN MEMORY OF LOBIS ADAMS

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
remember Lobis Adams, the 99-year-old re-
tired pastor of the Corinth Missionary Baptist
Church.

Reverend Adams pastored the Corinth Mis-
sionary Baptist church for 33 years before re-
tiring in 2003. As a faithful servant to the Lord,
Reverend Adams spent his life in the service
of others by volunteering in countless Baptist
organizations.

His commitment to the church and the com-
munity are still visible today through the many
organizations that he helped establish and
lead. His dedication to education in the Baptist
community is shown through his tenure as Di-
rector of Christian Education at the Texas
State Missionary Baptist Convention. He also
served as a board member to the Texas Bap-
tist Foreign Mission board.

It was my honor to represent Reverend
Adams. | extend my sympathies to his family
and friends. May the example of this man,
whose contributions made richer the fabric of
our faith, be inspiration to all.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | regret that |
missed three votes on September 25, 2006.
Had | been present | would have voted no on
H.R. 5059, to designate the Wild River Wilder-
ness in the White Mountain National Forest in
the State of New Hampshire, no on H.R.
5062, to designate as wilderness certain Na-
tional Forest System land in the State of New
Hampshire, and yes on H.R. 6102, to des-
ignate the facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 200 Lawyers Road, NW in
Vienna, Virginia, as the “Captain Christopher
Petty Post Office Building”.
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