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addition to that, the Clark County School Dis-
trict estimates that 3,500 of our students were 
homeless. These astonishing statistics high-
light the need for our support of those impor-
tant programs that seek to prevent these types 
of incidents. 

Many of the conditions that lead young peo-
ple to leave or be turned out of their homes 
are preventable through interventions that can 
strengthen families and support youth in high- 
risk situations. Successful interventions are 
grounded in partnerships among families, 
community-based human service agencies, 
law enforcement agencies, schools, faith- 
based organizations and businesses. 

The National Network for Youth and the Na-
tional Runaway Switchboard have collaborated 
since 2002 in cosponsoring National Runaway 
Prevention Month during the month of Novem-
ber. National Runaway Prevention Month is a 
public education initiative aimed at increasing 
the awareness of issues facing runaways as 
well as making the public aware of the role 
they play in preventing youth from running 
away. As a result of this collaboration, com-
munities across the country have undertaken 
a range of activities to commemorate National 
Runaway Prevention Month. 

Preventing young people from running away 
and supporting youth in high-risk situations is 
a family, community and national concern. 
Please join us in encouraging all Americans to 
play a role in supporting the millions of young 
people who have run away and who are at 
risk of doing so each year. H. Res. 1009 sup-
ports efforts to promote greater public aware-
ness of effective runaway youth prevention 
programs and the need for safe and produc-
tive alternatives, resources and supports for 
youth in high-risk situations. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this resolution. 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H. Res. 1009, a resolution to 
support greater public awareness of effective 
runaway youth prevention programs. I would 
like to thank the gentleman from Nevada, Mr. 
PORTER, for bringing this forward. I am proud 
to be a cosponsor. 

November is National Runaway Prevention 
Month. 

I am proud that this body, in a bipartisan 
manner, comes together each year to com-
memorate this month and to urge our commu-
nities to get involved in runaway prevention 
activities. 

Runaway Prevention Month is a public edu-
cation campaign spearheaded by the National 
Runaway Switchboard (NRS) and the National 
Network for Youth (NNY) to increase the 
awareness of the issues facing runaways, and 
educate the public about the solutions and the 
role they can play in preventing youth from 
running away. 

It is a national tragedy that an estimated 1.6 
to 2.8 million young people live on the street 
each year. One out of seven children in the 
United States runs away from home before 
the age of 18. The dangers these young peo-
ple face on the streets cannot be overstated. 

In my home State of Texas, our runaway 
and youth crisis hotlines offer crisis interven-
tion, telephone counseling, and referrals to 
troubled youth and families. A volunteer work-
force of about 60 people answer the phones. 

Many callers face a variety of problems in-
cluding family conflict, delinquency, truancy, 
and abuse and neglect issues. 

The program increases public awareness 
through television, radio, billboards and other 
media efforts. Hotline telephone counselors re-
spond to about 40,000 calls annually. 

These people are true heroes because they 
save lives. 

The Runaway and Homeless Youth Act rep-
resents our national commitment to protecting 
and improving the lives of our most at risk 
youth. Sadly, funding for these programs has 
been eroded with the across-the-board cuts 
we have been seeing in our appropriations 
bills over the past few years. 

I hope that this year, this Congress will 
commemorate Runaway Prevention Month by 
increasing the resources available to keep our 
young people safe, healthy, and off the 
streets. 

I urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion. 

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. 
OSBORNE) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1009. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF ‘‘LIGHTS ON AFTER-
SCHOOL!’’ 

Mr. KUHL of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and agree 
to the concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 478) supporting the goals and 
ideals of ‘‘Lights On Afterschool!’’, a 
national celebration of after-school 
programs. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 478 

Whereas high-quality after-school pro-
grams provide safe, challenging, engaging, 
and fun learning experiences to help children 
and youth develop their social, emotional, 
physical, cultural, and academic skills; 

Whereas high-quality after-school pro-
grams support working families by ensuring 
that their children are safe and productive 
after the regular school day ends; 

Whereas high-quality after-school pro-
grams build stronger communities by involv-
ing the Nation’s students, parents, business 
leaders, and adult volunteers in the lives of 
the Nation’s young people, thereby pro-
moting positive relationships among chil-
dren, youth, families, and adults; 

Whereas high-quality after-school pro-
grams engage families, schools, and diverse 
community partners in advancing the well- 
being of the Nation’s children; 

Whereas ‘‘Lights On Afterschool!’’, a na-
tional celebration of after-school programs 
on October 12, 2006, promotes the critical im-
portance of high-quality after-school pro-
grams in the lives of children, their families, 
and their communities; 

Whereas more than 28,000,000 children in 
the United States have parents who work 
outside the home, and 14,300,000 children 
have no place to go after school; and 

Whereas many after-school programs 
across the Nation are struggling to keep 

their doors open and their lights on: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That the Congress sup-
ports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Lights On 
Afterschool!’’, a national celebration of 
after-school programs. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. KUHL) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. KUHL of New York. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Con. Res. 478. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. KUHL of New York. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H. Con. Res. 478, offered by my col-
league, the gentlewoman from New 
York (Mrs. LOWEY). This resolution 
seeks to support the goals and the 
ideals of Lights on Afterschool!, a na-
tional celebration of after-school pro-
grams. This year’s Lights on After-
school! rally, which takes place on Oc-
tober 12, 2006, is expected to include 
more than 7,000 events in the United 
States and at military bases around 
the world. This event is aimed at bring-
ing attention to the need for high-qual-
ity after-school programs that keep 
kids safe, help working families, and 
improve academic achievement. 

I support this resolution because 
after-school programs are an important 
part of many American’s student lives. 
High-quality after-school programs 
provide safe, challenging and fun learn-
ing experiences that help children and 
youth develop their social, emotional, 
physical, cultural and academic skills. 

I am pleased that we are able to 
bring attention to the critical impor-
tance of after-school programs. I com-
mend the communities across the Na-
tion that engage in innovative after- 
school programs and activities and en-
sure that the doors stay open and the 
lights stay on for all children after 
school. 

This resolution is simple and straight 
forward. It supports the goals and 
ideals of Lights on Afterschool!, a na-
tionwide celebration of after-school 
programs. 

I commend my colleague, Mrs. 
LOWEY, for her leadership in authoring 
H. Con. Res. 478. I urge my colleagues 
to support it. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as she may consume to 
the gentlewoman from New York (Mrs. 
LOWEY), who is the sponsor of this reso-
lution. 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding me time. 
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Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of H. Con. Res. 478 to highlight the 
goals of the seventh annual Lights on 
Afterschool! celebration. This event or-
ganized by the Afterschool Alliance is 
the only national celebration of after- 
school programs and the important 
role they play in the lives of children, 
families and communities. 

On October 12, more than 1 million 
Americans, representing thousands of 
after-school initiatives across the 
country, including more than 100 pro-
grams in my home State of New York, 
are expected to open their doors to par-
ents, neighbors, business leaders and 
elected officials to showcase their ac-
complishments. 

In my own district, events will take 
place in Tarrytown, White Plains, and 
Yonkers, and more programs are reg-
istering each day. 

While there is growing enthusiasm 
for this year’s Lights On celebration, 
we need more than just one day a year 
to highlight the importance of after- 
school programs. That is why I joined 
with Representatives ROS-LEHTINEN 
and KILDEE to form the bipartisan Con-
gressional Afterschool Caucus last 
year. Our mission is simple: to build 
support for these programs within Con-
gress and to translate that support into 
sufficient funding to meet the growing 
demand for after-school initiatives. 

For years, we have known that what 
our kids do after school can have as 
great an impact as what they do in 
school. 

In 1996, from my seat on the Appro-
priations Committee, I helped create 
the 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers, the first-ever Federal after- 
school initiative. 

Since then, I have watched it grow 
from a million dollar demonstration 
project to a billion dollar permanent 
program today, because there is aston-
ishing demand and tremendous unmet 
need for it. 

According to a study conducted by 
the Afterschool Alliance, 40 percent of 
middle school children, the age when 
kids are most vulnerable to engaging 
in dangerous activities, are unsuper-
vised for a good portion of the day. 
Parents are crying out for safe, struc-
tured environments where their kids 
can learn and play, make friends and 
develop new interests. Yet Congress is 
not doing what it should to ensure that 
our kids are safe and engaged while 
their parents are at work. 

The Congressional Afterschool Cau-
cus and the Lights On celebration will 
focus on changing that. We will share 
the lessens we have learned to make 
sure after-school does not become an 
afterthought in our Federal education 
priorities. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution, to join the 
Caucus, to fight tooth and nail for 
every dollar available so that kids and 
their parents have access to these des-
perately needed programs. 

I thank you, I thank my colleague 
from New York. 

Mr. KUHL of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume to close for our side. 

Again, I want to commend the gen-
tlewoman from New York for her intro-
duction of this resolution. I rise in sup-
port of H. Con. Res. 478, a resolution 
supporting the goals and ideals of 
Lights on Afterschool!, a national cele-
bration of after-school programs. 

Lights on Afterschool! is a project of 
the Afterschool Alliance. As many of 
you may know, the Afterschool Alli-
ance is a nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to raising awareness of the im-
portance of after-school programs for 
all children. The Alliance was created 
to conduct this public awareness and 
advocacy work and to serve as a na-
tional voice for after-school programs. 

Consistent with the work of the Alli-
ance, they have created the Lights on 
Afterschool! projects that will host na-
tionwide celebrations this October. 
These celebrations are a way of high-
lighting and bringing attention to the 
importance of after-school programs. 

I think every single Member of Con-
gress here can speak to the importance 
of these programs. I myself have seen 
the important and necessary role that 
after-school plays, especially in the ev-
eryday lives of working families. Na-
tionwide, 14.3 million children take 
care of themselves after the school day 
ends. Of these, 6.5 million children are 
in after-school programs. 

We all know that these programs pro-
vide not only a place for young people 
to be after school but also provide a 
tremendous benefit. Some of us have 
probably even visited after-school pro-
grams in our district. We appreciate 
the role that they have played and will 
continue to play in providing a safe 
place for our youth to be after school 
and provide them with the opportunity 
to grow and to learn. 

b 2130 
Every statistic that you can look at 

and find generally depicts the fact that 
when young people get in trouble the 
most it is when they are without super-
vision, have nothing meaningful to do 
and are left to their own environs. 

As a matter of fact, my parents used 
to say it differently. They used to say 
that an idle mind is the devil’s work-
shop. I guess what they really meant 
was that if young people did not have 
something created for them to do, that 
we would create our own things, and 
oftentimes those things would not be 
in the best interests not only of our in-
dividual development but not in the 
best interests of the communities 
where we were. 

So when the gentlewoman from New 
York introduces such a resolution, she 
is really doing all of America a great 
favor by helping us to remember that if 
we do not provide positive things for 
young people to do, oftentimes they 
will create the negative. So I thank 
Mrs. LOWEY for her introduction of this 
resolution and strongly support it. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. KUHL of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I have no further requests for time at 
this moment. Once again, I would like 
to commend my colleague Mrs. LOWEY 
for bringing this important resolution 
to the floor, and I thank my colleague 
Mr. DAVIS for expounding upon the 
very need for it, and with that, Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
KUHL) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the concurrent resolution, 
H. Con. Res. 478. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RAILROAD RETIREMENT 
DISABILITY EARNINGS ACT 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 5483) to increase the dis-
ability earning limitation under the 
Railroad Retirement Act and to index 
the amount of allowable earnings con-
sistent with increases in the substan-
tial gainful activity dollar amount 
under the Social Security Act. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 5483 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Railroad Re-
tirement Disability Earnings Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REFORM OF DISABILITY EARNINGS LIMI-

TATION PROVISIONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2(e)(4) of the 

Railroad Retirement Act of 1974 is amend-
ed— 

(1) by striking ‘‘$400 in earnings’’ in the 
first sentence and inserting ‘‘the monthly al-
lowable earnings as defined in the section’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘$4,800’’ in the fourth sen-
tence and inserting ‘‘the amount of earnings 
computed by totaling the monthly allowable 
earnings as determined under this section for 
each month in the year’’; and 

(3) by striking the fifth sentence and in-
serting ‘‘If the total amount of such individ-
ual’s earnings during such year (exclusive of 
earnings for services as described in subdivi-
sion (3) and after deduction of disability re-
lated work expenses) is in excess of the an-
nual allowable earnings amount, the number 
of months in such year with respect to which 
an annuity is not payable by reason of the 
first and third sentences shall not exceed the 
number of months derived by dividing the 
amount by which such annual earnings ex-
ceed the annual allowable earnings amount 
by the monthly allowable earning amount 
determined under this section. If the com-
putation under the preceding sentence re-
sults in a remainder greater than or equal to 
one-half, the number of months for which an 
annuity is not payable as determined under 
the preceding sentence shall be increased by 
one. The annual allowable earnings amount 
shall be computed by totaling the amount of 
monthly allowable earnings as determined 
under the first sentence of this subdivision 
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