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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of S. 2146, which was introduced by
Homeland Security and Government
Affairs Committee Chairwoman Susan
Collins last December.

This legislation would extend the au-
thority for the General Services Ad-
ministration to conduct relocation ex-
penses test programs for Federal em-
ployees for an additional 4 years.

The Customs and Border Patrol agen-
cy has long supported this legislation
to help them relocate Border Patrol
agents in a cost-efficient and timely
manner, thereby allowing the trans-
feree to get settled and focused on the
new assignment as soon as possible.
The capability to efficiently relocate
personnel, while simultaneously mini-
mizing costs, would be a significant
benefit to the Federal agencies as they
continue to recruit and retain a highly
skilled workforce.

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to
note that the CBO estimates an exten-
sion of the pilot program reauthoriza-
tion would produce savings to the Fed-
eral Government of approximately $15
million annually.

It is rare within the Federal per-
sonnel world to come across a program
that produces a savings for the govern-
ment and is valued by the workforce.

I urge my colleagues to support S.
2146.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
2146. This bill would provide the au-
thority of the General Services Admin-
istration to extend pilot programs on
the relocation expenses of Federal em-
ployees for an additional 4 years. The
Federal Government spends more than
$800 million each year to relocate its
employees, and reducing those ex-
penses has long been a goal of Con-
gress.

Under the pilot program, agencies
are given the flexibility to experiment
on how to reimburse relocation ex-
penses. Two agencies are currently par-
ticipating in the pilot program. These
agencies generally provide lump-sum
payments so employees are not re-
quired to keep receipts and then be re-
imbursed.

This test program has shown promise
in reducing relocation expenses so the
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House should join the Senate in ex-
tending this pilot.

I urge my colleagues to support S.
2146.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I urge Members to support passage of
S. 2146, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHoOOD). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
Senate bill, S. 2146.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF GYNECOLOGIC CAN-
CER AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and agree
to the concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 473) supporting the goals and
ideals of Gynecologic Cancer Aware-
ness Month.
The Clerk read as follows:
H. CoN. REs. 473

Whereas the Gynecologic Cancer Founda-
tion marks its 156th anniversary in 2006;

Whereas the Gynecologic Cancer Founda-
tion was founded by the Society of
Gynecologic Oncologists in 1991;

Whereas the mission of the Gynecologic
Cancer Foundation is to raise awareness
about the prevention, early detection, and
treatment of reproductive cancers;

Whereas the Gynecologic Cancer Founda-
tion raises funds to support training and re-
search grants;

Whereas over 77,000 American women will
be diagnosed with a reproductive cancer in
2006;

Whereas there are screening tests and
warning signs for reproductive cancers, and
early detection leads to improved survival
for all female reproductive cancers;

Whereas gynecologic oncologists are
board-certified obstetrician-gynecologists
with an additional three to four years in
training in the comprehensive care of women
with reproductive cancers;

Whereas the Gynecologic Cancer Founda-
tion works with gynecologic oncologists,
survivors, and advocates throughout the
year to increase knowledge about reproduc-
tive cancers, so that these cancers can be
prevented or detected at their earliest, most
curable stage; and

Whereas September is widely recognized as
Gynecologic Cancer Awareness Month: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of
Gynecologic Cancer Awareness Month; and

(2) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling upon the people of the
United States to observe Gynecologic Cancer
Awareness Month with appropriate edu-
cational programs and activities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND) and the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS)
each will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the concurrent resolution currently
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, research indicates that
more than 77,000 women in the United
States will be diagnosed with reproduc-
tive cancer in 2006. The Gynecologic
Cancer Foundation works with
oncologists, cancer survivors and advo-
cates so that one day these cancers can
be prevented or detected at their ear-
liest stages.

I am pleased to speak on behalf of
this resolution honoring the 15th anni-
versary of the Gynecologic Cancer
Foundation as well as this mission to
raise awareness about the prevention,
early detection, and treatment of re-
productive cancers.

I urge all Members to join me in sup-
porting the goals and ideals of
Gynecologic Cancer Awareness Month
by agreeing to H. Con. Res. 473.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

The mission of the Gynecologic Can-
cer Foundation is to ensure public
awareness, early diagnosis, and proper
treatment of gynecologic cancer pre-
ventions and to support research and
training related to gynecologic can-
cers.

For 15 years, GCF has advanced this
mission by increasing public and pri-
vate funds that aid in the development
and implementation of programs to
meet these worthy goals.

This year, over 77,000 American
women will be diagnosed with a repro-
ductive cancer. In 2002, more than
27,000 women died from some form of
gynecologic cancer. GCF works with
gynecologic oncologists, survivors, and
advocates throughout the year to in-
crease the public’s knowledge about re-
productive cancers, so that these can-
cers can be either prevented or de-
tected at their earliest and most cur-
able stage.

September is Gynecologic Cancer
Awareness Month, so it is an appro-
priate time to recognize the efforts of
the GCF, gynecologic oncologists, and
all those who work to save lives by
educating Americans about
gynecologic cancers. This is indeed a
worthy piece of legislation.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
IssA).

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, it is with
pride I rise today in support of H. Con.
Res. 473, supporting the goals and
ideals of Gynecologic Cancer Aware-
ness Month and particularly the
Gynecologic Cancer Foundation.

This marks the 15th anniversary in
2006 of the Gynecologic Cancer Founda-
tion. It is that foundation that has
such a long and proud history of serv-
ing women in America through edu-
cational programs and to provide up-
to-date information on the prevention
and early detection and treatment of
these reproductive cancers, cancers
that will affect over 77,000 American
women this year alone.

It was in 1999 that September was
first declared Gynecologic Cancer
Awareness Month, and each September
since then the Gynecologic Cancer
Foundation has embarked on an inten-
sive education program to reach
women with an important message:

First, get to know your family his-
tory. Second, conduct a cancer-risk as-
sessment. Third, ask questions, edu-
cate yourself about these deadly can-
cers. Last, make an appointment for an
annual gynecologic cancer screening
test.

Mr. Speaker, every 7 minutes a
woman is diagnosed with gynecologic
cancer. In 2006, over 77,000 women will
be diagnosed with gynecologic cancer;
and, unfortunately, over 27,000 women
will die, many of them because they
didn’t have early diagnosis. Too many
women are dying because of the lack of
early diagnosis. Education and early
detection are the keys to saving wom-
en’s lives and reducing this terrible
statistic. If diagnosed in the early
stages, the b5-year survival rates for
these cancers are over 95 percent.

Mr. Speaker, this is an important
awareness program. We have done a
wonderful job throughout the years as
Americans in shedding light on other
deadly diseases, including breast can-
cer; but this remains a silent killer.

I thank the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. WESTMORELAND), I thank the
Speaker of the House, and urge passage
of this bill.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I yield to my friend Dr. GINGREY 1
minute.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague from Georgia for yield-
ing.

I just wanted to come down quickly
and support Representative ISSA and H.
Con. Res. 473, this resolution regarding
gynecologic cancer.

I spent a lot of years in my former
life as a practitioner of the specialty of
gynecology and obstetrics, and that
dreaded fear of the big C-word, cancer,
for women, particularly ovarian cancer
that is so deadly. That is why it is so
important that this resolution be
brought forward to the Congress and
bring some recognition to this dreaded
disease.
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Mr. IssA and I were talking earlier
today about ovarian cancer, in par-
ticular, and how difficult it is to de-
tect. It is commonly thought you can
do a blood test, but it is not a good
screening test for ovarian cancer.
There are other things that we can do,
and we need to make sure that the
American public and our colleagues in
the Congress are aware of that. It costs
money, certainly, but it saves lives.

I wanted to drop in for a few seconds,
and I appreciate the gentleman yield-
ing to me, and I urge Members to sup-
port this very, very important resolu-
tion.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I urge all Members to support the adop-
tion of House Concurrent Resolution
473, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
WESTMORELAND) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the concur-
rent resolution, H. Con. Res. 473.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF INFANT MORTALITY
AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and agree
to the resolution (H. Res. 402) sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Infant
Mortality Awareness Month, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 402

Whereas infant mortality refers to the
death of a baby before it reaches its first
birthday;

Whereas the United States ranks 28th
among industrialized nations in the rate of
infant mortality;

Whereas in the United States, infant mor-
tality increased in 2002 for the first time in
more than four decades;

Whereas in 2002 the rate reached 7 deaths
per 1,000 live births, which was the first in-
crease since 1958;

Whereas the recent increase is a signifi-
cant and troubling public health issue, espe-
cially for African American families, Native
American families, and Hispanic families;

Whereas the infant mortality rate among
African American women is more than dou-
ble that of Caucasian women, according to a
report produced by the National Healthy
Start Association and by a related group
supported by the health department of Alle-
gheny County, in the State of Pennsylvania;

Whereas the Secretary of Health and
Human Services has designated 2010 as the
yvear by which certain objectives should be
met with respect to the health status of the
people of the United States;

Whereas such objectives, known as Healthy
People 2010, include an objective regarding a
decrease in the rate of infant mortality;

Whereas September 1, 2007, is the begin-
ning of a period of several months during
which there will be several national observ-
ances that relate to the issue of infant mor-
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tality, including the observance of October
as Sudden Infant Death Awareness Month
and November as Prematurity Awareness
Month; and

Whereas it would be appropriate to observe
September 2007 as Infant Mortality Aware-
ness Month: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives supports the goals and ideals of Infant
Mortality Awareness Month in order to—

(1) increase national awareness of infant
mortality and its contributing factors; and

(2) facilitate activities that will assist
local communities in their efforts to meet
the objective, as established by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Service in
Healthy People 2010, that the rate of infant
mortality in the United States be reduced to
a rate of not more than than 4.5 infant
deaths per 1,000 births.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND) and the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have b legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the resolution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, in 2002 infant mortality
rates increased in the United States for
the first time in more than four dec-
ades. There are approximately seven
deaths per every 1,000 live births, and
this recent increase is absolutely a
troubling development.

The Secretary of Health and Human
Services has designated 2010 as a year
by which several health objectives
should be met, including objectives to
decrease infant mortality rates.

Mr. Speaker, the Nation currently
observes the month of October as Sud-
den Infant Death Awareness Month and
November as Prematurity Awareness
Month. It is fitting to observe Sep-
tember of 2006 as Infant Mortality
Awareness Month, and I urge my col-
leagues to support House Resolution
402, as amended, to do just that.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, the term ‘‘infant mor-
tality rate” is given to the number of
infant deaths during the first 12
months of life for every 100,000 births.
In the United States, infant mortality
increased in 2002 for the first time in
more than four decades. The rate
reached seven deaths per 1,000 live
births, which was the first increase
since 1958.

American babies are three times
more likely to die during their first
month of life than children born in
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