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recognize that at the end of the day the 
fence that is being proposed today is 
going to be inimical to the long-term 
interests of the United States of Amer-
ica as we unite as a global community 
to deal with the issues of terrorism 
around the world; that this fence is 
going to be something that is going to 
hurt us in building those alliances. 

Mr. President, I urge my colleagues 
to vote against this fence bill. And I 
urge we do it in a bipartisan way. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator’s time has expired. 
Under the previous order, there is 

now time for a speaker from the major-
ity side until 9:10. 

The Senator from Idaho. 
Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I yield 

back the 10 minutes to the majority. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator yields back 10 minutes to the ma-
jority, the majority’s time until 9:10. 

The Democratic leader. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have 3 

minutes, and for the benefit of every-
one here, I might as well use it now. 
There is nobody else to speak, is there? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair sees no one else. The Senator 
from Illinois appears to be trying to do 
that. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I would 
like to speak briefly, if I might. 

Mr. REID. I have time under the 
order. Please go ahead. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I thank 
the Democratic leader. I ask unani-
mous consent to be recognized as in 
morning business to speak for 5 min-
utes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Chair hears none, and it is so or-
dered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
S. RES. 594 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, just 2 
days ago I came to the floor and intro-
duced a bipartisan resolution, the reso-
lution cosponsored by myself, Senator 
MARK DAYTON, Senator NORM COLEMAN, 
Senator TOM HARKIN, and others. What 
did the resolution say? It said that we 
would recognize that we are about to 
observe the fourth anniversary of the 
death of our former colleague, Paul 
Wellstone, who died in an airplane 
crash during his campaign for reelec-
tion to the U.S. Senate for Minnesota. 

It speaks of his service to Minnesota, 
the fact that he was a loving father and 
husband, that he dedicated his life to 
public service and to education, and 
that he worked tirelessly to advance 
mental health parity for all citizens of 
the United States. 

This, of course, goes on to explain, in 
the course of this resolution, that Paul 
Wellstone died before he could pass the 
most important bill on this subject, 
the mental health parity bill. So I re-
solved that: 

[O]n the fourth anniversary of his passing, 
Senator Paul Wellstone should be remem-

bered for his compassion and leadership on 
social issues throughout his career; 

Congress should act to help citizens of the 
United States who live with a mental illness 
by enacting legislation to provide for equal 
coverage of mental health benefits with re-
spect to health insurance coverage unless 
comparable limits are imposed on medical or 
surgical benefits. . . . 

That language in this resolution is 
directly from the Domenici-Wellstone 
bill on mental health parity. I go on to 
say: 

[M]ental health parity legislation should 
be a priority for consideration in the 110th 
Congress. 

The next Congress. 
Mr. President, I never dreamed that 

anyone in this Senate would object to 
this resolution, this resolution ac-
knowledging the death of our former 
colleague and asking that the great 
cause he dedicated most of his public 
life to continue, and that we pass this 
bipartisan bill which has been pending 
on the floor. 

That was the reason I brought this to 
the floor. I thought it would pass with-
out controversy. I was shocked to learn 
that someone has put a hold on this 
resolution. I cannot understand that. 

I would now ask the clerk if it is nec-
essary—I would like to make sure that 
this resolution has been filed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the 
Senator please restate his inquiry? 

Mr. DURBIN. My question to the 
clerk is whether this resolution has 
been filed. 

So as to expedite this, what I would 
like to do is send this resolution to the 
desk that I have in my hand and ask 
unanimous consent for its immediate 
consideration and adoption of the reso-
lution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, there 
is an objection on this side. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, imagine 
that, observing the fourth anniversary 
of the death of one of our colleagues, 
acknowledging his life of public serv-
ice, and simply asking that the next 
Congress take up his bill to try to 
make sure those suffering from mental 
illness will get fair treatment and com-
pensation under their health insurance 
plans, I find it hard to believe. But if 
that is the nature of our business, if we 
have reached that level of partisanship, 
then it is regrettable. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alabama. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I un-

derstand what the problem is on this 
resolution. All of us loved Paul 
Wellstone. What an advocate he was. 
What a believer he was. But in this leg-
islation, as I understand this resolu-
tion, it calls explicitly for the endorse-
ment of those who support the resolu-
tion of a mental health piece of legisla-
tion that is not universally accepted. 
Some people, I understand, have sug-
gested we use a different, a general af-

firmation of the goal of that legisla-
tion, and that we could all support. 

But I think it is a bit much to ask, 
on a resolution, without any study, 
that this Senate take a position on a 
specific piece of legislation. I think 
that is where we were on it. Everybody 
who knew Paul Wellstone loved Paul 
Wellstone. I am sorry and think al-
most, I have to say, it is a little bit un-
fair and not collegial to push the legis-
lation or the resolution as worded in a 
way that makes any of us feel that we 
would not be acceptable to a resolution 
to honor Paul Wellstone. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Illinois. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I sub-

mitted the language in this resolution 
to the Republican side. I have worked 
on three different versions of the lan-
guage to find something that mirrors 
the language, the purpose clause, of the 
bill that was introduced by Senator 
DOMENICI and Senator Wellstone, call-
ing on the Senate to try to enact legis-
lation to meet that goal. 

There may be Senators who vote for 
this resolution and want to offer an 
amendment or change it. That is the 
way this place works. But to suggest if 
you call for legislation to give people 
with mental illness a chance for com-
pensation in your health insurance 
that it is not collegial—it is not colle-
gial? I have offered this resolution and 
amended it twice in an effort to be as 
collegial as possible. But it is hard to 
understand. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, will 
the Senator yield? 

Mr. DURBIN. I am happy to yield. 
Mr. SESSIONS. The Senator has 

asked that this body, through the 
adoption of this resolution, endorse a 
piece of legislation that everybody is 
not prepared to endorse. We would be 
prepared to endorse the concepts con-
tained in the resolution. And I think 
that has been communicated to you. I 
do not see how you could expect—un-
less you expect unanimous support for 
the piece of legislation as written— 
that you could ask everybody to accept 
it. 

I think you are overreaching, Sen-
ator DURBIN, in all due respect. And 
could we work on that? I would be glad 
to talk to you about it. 

Mr. DURBIN. I say to my friend from 
Alabama, we have been working on it 
for days. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Well, I am prepared 
to— 

Mr. DURBIN. Excuse me. I have the 
floor. If the Senator would like to vote 
against the resolution, that is his 
right. But to say that we are not even 
going to consider this resolution, I 
think, is regrettable. 

f 

SECURE FENCE ACT OF 2006— 
Resumed 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour 
of 9:10 has arrived. Under the previous 
order, the clerk will report the unfin-
ished business. 
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