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$2,500,000 shall not be eligible to receive another
grant, cooperative agreement, or contract.

““(ii)) CONSORTIA.—Grants, cooperative agree-
ments, and contracts may only be awarded to el-
igible institutions. Eligible institutions may seek
funding wunder this subsection for consortia
which may include other eligible institutions, a
State or a State educational agency, local edu-
cational agencies, institutions of higher edu-
cation, community-based organizations, na-
tional nonprofit organizations, or businesses, in-
cluding minority businesses.

‘‘(iii)) PLANNING GRANTS.—The Under Sec-
retary may provide funds to develop strategic
plans to implement such grants, cooperative
agreements, or contracts.

““(iv) INSTITUTIONAL DIVERSITY.—In awarding
grants, cooperative agreements, and contracts to
eligible institutions, the Under Secretary shall
ensure, to the extent practicable, that awards
are made to all types of institutions eligible for
assistance under this subsection.

‘““(v) NEED.—In awarding funds under this
subsection, the Under Secretary shall give pri-
ority to the institution with the greatest dem-
onstrated need for assistance.

‘“(E) ANNUAL REPORT AND EVALUATION.—

“(i) ANNUAL REPORT REQUIRED FROM RECIPI-
ENTS.—Each institution that receives a grant,
cooperative agreement, or contract awarded
under this subsection shall provide an annual
report to the Under Secretary on its use of the
grant, cooperative agreement, or contract.

““(ii) INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT.—Not later
than 6 months after the date of enactment of
this subsection, the Under Secretary shall enter
into a contract with the National Academy of
Public Administration to conduct periodic as-
sessments of the program. The Assessments shall
be conducted once every 3 years during the 10-
year period following the enactment of this sub-
section. The assessments shall include an eval-
uation of the effectiveness of the program in im-
proving the education and training of students,
faculty and staff at eligible institutions that
have been awarded grants, cooperative agree-
ments, or contracts under the program; an eval-
uation of the effectiveness of the program in im-
proving access to, and familiarity with, digital
and wireless networking technology for stu-
dents, faculty, and staff at all eligible institu-
tions; an evaluation of the procedures estab-
lished wunder subparagraph (A); and rec-
ommendations for improving the program, in-
cluding recommendations concerning the con-
tinuing meed for Federal support. In carrying
out its assessments, the National Academy of
Public Administration shall review the reports
submitted to the Under Secretary under clause
(i).

“‘(iii)) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Upon completion
of each independent assessment carried out
under clause (ii), the Under Secretary shall
transmit the assessment to Congress along with
a summary of the Under Secretary’s plans, if
any, to implement the recommendations of the
National Academy of Public Administration.

‘““(F) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

““(i) DIGITAL AND WIRELESS NETWORKING TECH-
NOLOGY.—The term ‘digital and wireless net-
working technology’ means computer and com-
munications equipment and software that facili-
tates the transmission of information in a digital
format.

““(i1) ELIGIBLE INSTITUTION.—The term ‘eligible
institution’ means an institution that is—

‘(1) a historically Black college or university
that is a part B institution, as defined in section
322(2) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1061(2)), or an institution described in
section 326(e)(1) of that Act (20 U.S.C.
1063b(e)(1));

‘“(II) a Hispanic-serving institution, as de-
fined in section 502(a)(5) of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1101a(a)(5));

‘““(I1I1) a tribally controlled college or univer-
sity, as defined in section 316(b)(3) of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1059¢(b)(3));
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“(IV) an Alaska Native-serving institution
under section 317(b) of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1059d(b)); or

“(V) a Native Hawaiian-serving institution
under section 317(b) of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1059d(b)).

““(i1i) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—
The term ‘institution of higher education’ has
the meaning given the term in section 101 of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001).

““(iv) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—The term
‘local educational agency’ has the meaning
given the term in section 9101 of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
7801).

““(v) MINORITY BUSINESS.—The term ‘minority
business’ includes HUBZone small business con-
cerns (as defined in section 3(p) of the Small
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632(p)).

““(vi) MINORITY INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘mi-
nority individual’ means an American Indian,
Alaskan Native, Black (not of Hispanic origin),
Hispanic (including persons of Mexican, Puerto
Rican, Cuban and Central or South American
origin), or Pacific Islander individual.

“(vii) STATE.—The term ‘State’ has the mean-
ing given the term in section 9101 of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 7801).

““(viii) STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—The term
‘State educational agency’ has the meaning
given the term in section 9101 of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
7801).”.

SEC. 503. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated to the
Technology Administration of the Department
of Commerce to carry out section 5(g) of the Ste-
venson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of
1980 such sums as may be necessary for each of
the fiscal years 2007 through 2010.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2007,

Amend the title so as to read: ““An Act
making appropriations for Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2007, and for other purposes.’’.

——

ROBERT SILVEY DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS ouT-
PATIENT CLINIC
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-

ation of S. 4073 introduced earlier
today.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 4073) to designate the outpatient
clinic of the Department of Veterans Affairs
located in Farmington, Missouri, as the
“Robert Silvey Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Outpatient Clinic.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the bill be read the
third time and passed, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
any statements relating to the bill be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 4073) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time and passed, as follows:

S. 4073

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

S11095

SECTION 1. ROBERT SILVEY DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS OUTPATIENT
CLINIC.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The outpatient clinic of
the Department of Veterans Affairs located
in Farmington, Missouri, shall be known and
designated as the ‘‘Robert Silvey Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“‘Robert Silvey Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic”’.

———

AUTHORIZING THE MAJORITY
LEADER AND ONE STAFF MEM-
BER TO TRAVEL TO MEXICO FOR
THE INAUGURATION OF THE
NEW PRESIDENT OF MEXICO
SCHEDULED FOR DECEMBER 2,
2006

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 616, which was submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 616) authorizing the
Majority Leader and one staff member to
travel to Mexico for the inauguration of the
new President of Mexico scheduled for De-
cember 2, 2006.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to and the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to, as follows:

S. REs. 616

Resolved, That the Majority Leader and one
staff member are authorized to travel to
Mexico for the inauguration of the new
President of Mexico scheduled for December
2, 2006.

616) was

——————

PAINT BANK AND WYTHEVILLE

NATIONAL FISH HATCHERIES
CONVEYANCE ACT
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 621, H.R. 5061.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 5061) to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to convey Paint Bank National
Fish Hatchery and Wytheville National Fish
Hatchery to the State of Virginia.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the bill be read the
third time and passed, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
any statements relating to the bill ap-
pear at this point in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 5061) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.
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