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Mrs. FEINSTEIN. I agree with the
Senator from Oregon’s description of
our concerns and the assurances we are
seeking from the administration. This
matter was first brought to my atten-
tion by key retail constituents in my
State including companies like Gap,
Inc., Liz Claiborne, and Limited
Brands. Retailers have expressed their
concern that the import monitoring
program would create too much unpre-
dictability and force companies to
modify their sourcing strategies and
accept the risk of and potential addi-
tional cost of antidumping investiga-
tions and antidumping duties. They
share the concern expressed by the
Senator from Oregon that the retail in-
dustry was not consulted before the ad-
ministration committed to setting up
the program. I was happy to join the
Senator from Oregon on the letter to
USTR and Commerce, and I had hoped
that we would receive a response before
a vote on PNTR on the Senate floor. Is
it the Senator’s understanding that we
will not receive a response to our con-
cerns before the vote?

Mr. SMITH. It is my understanding
that lawyers from USTR and Com-
merce have advised Ambassador
Schwab and Secretary Gutierrez that
because a notice has been placed in the
Federal Register announcing the cre-
ation of the import monitoring pro-
gram and soliciting public comment,
they cannot provide a substantive writ-
ten response to our letter. Neverthe-
less, Ambassador Schwab and Assistant
Secretary of Commerce Spooner gra-
ciously agreed to meet with the Sen-
ator from California and me to provide
us with more information about the
import monitoring program and how it
will be implemented.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. The Senator from
Oregon is correct. We had a robust and
substantive discussion. Ambassador
Schwab and Assistant Secretary
Spooner assured us that the import
monitoring process will be fully con-
sistent with U.S. law and applicable
WTO rules. No new precedent would be
set. In addition, they also agreed that
the import monitoring process should
not harm U.S.-Vietnam textile and ap-
parel trade, and they assured us that
no additional reporting requirements
or other burdens would be placed on
importers of textiles and apparel from
Vietnam. This means that it is their
intention that monitoring will be based
upon information already collected in
the normal customs entry process or
otherwise available to the Government.
Finally, they assured us that the views
of our constituents and all Members of
Congress would be taken into account
as the process is developed. Is that the
Senator’s understanding?

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, the Sen-
ator from California is correct. Specifi-
cally, USTR and Commerce told us
that it is their intention that any in-
vestigation would only cover those tex-
tile and apparel products imported
from Vietnam which are like or iden-
tical to a product also produced in the
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United States. This also means that,
consistent with U.S. law, the domestic
producer will have to request moni-
toring and supply information about
their employment levels and produc-
tion. This makes sense to me because
why would the U.S. Government mon-
itor a product from Vietnam that is
not produced in the United States or
that the U.S. domestic industry is not
interested in being monitored in the
first place? It is also my understanding
that according to U.S. law, any finding
of critical circumstance, which would
trigger preliminary antidumping du-
ties, would only be made during the
course of an investigation and not in
advance of an investigation.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
appreciate the Senator’s commitment
and hard work on this issue. With the
assurances from Ambassador Schwab
and Assistant Secretary Spooner, I will
support legislation granting permanent
normal trade relations status to Viet-
nam. Would the Senator from Oregon
agree that we will continue to follow
this process closely to ensure that
USTR and Commerce live up to their
commitments and implement this pro-
gram in a manner that is fully con-
sistent with U.S. law and our WTO ob-
ligations?

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I agree
with the senior Senator from Cali-
fornia, and I would like to thank her
for standing with me on this important
matter. I too will support PNTR for
Vietnam. Both of us are committed to
a strong and mutually beneficial
United States-Vietnam trade relation-
ship. Both of us understand how impor-
tant the vibrant and growing Vietnam
market is to our constituents. I look
forward to working with the senior
Senator from California to provide ef-
fective oversight of the monitoring
program and ensure that the voice of
retailers across the country are heard
in the discussion of U.S. trade policy. I
trust Ambassador Schwab when she
told us that she intends to have this
monitoring process work in the way we
discussed in our meeting. As the senior
Senator from California knows, we
have many difficult trade initiatives
that we will consider next year. I, for
one, will measure my willingness to
work with the administration on these
upcoming initiatives, in part, based on
the good faith of the administration in
implementing this monitoring process
in a fair and normal way.

———

THE DIETARY SUPPLEMENT AND
NONPRESCRIPTION DRUG CON-
SUMER PROTECTION ACT

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, today Con-
gress acted in the interest of the public
health by passing the Dietary Supple-
ment and Nonprescription Drug Con-
sumer Protection Act. I am extremely
pleased that the House has now passed
this bill and sent it to the White House
for the President’s signature. This leg-
islation would require manufacturers
of dietary supplements and all manu-
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facturers of over-the-counter drugs to
report serious adverse events to FDA.

The Dietary Supplement Health and
Education Act of 1994, DSHEA ensures
that a broad array of dietary supple-
ments are available to American con-
sumers. DSHEA protects consumer
choice and access to dietary supple-
ments that are safe and properly la-
beled.

This bill will preserve the safety and
availability of dietary supplements
that benefit so many Americans. Al-
though many dietary supplement man-
ufacturers already give FDA reports
they may receive regarding adverse
events associated with their products,
they are not required to do so. This
legislation would add that require-
ment, while keeping safe supplements
available to consumers.

This proposal adds a new reporting
requirement for dietary supplements
and all manufacturers of over-the-
counter, OTC, drugs to report serious
adverse events to FDA. This is an en-
tirely new requirement for supple-
ments. Some OTC drug manufacturers
are already required to report serious
adverse events.

The reporting would be limited to se-
rious adverse events. We are talking
about the kind of information FDA
really needs—reports of death, a life-
threatening experience, hospitaliza-
tion, a persistent or significant dis-
ability or incapacity, or a congenital
anomaly or birth defect.

To ensure that unscrupulous com-
petitors cannot damage legitimate
businesses, the bill makes it a prohib-
ited act to make a deliberately false
adverse event report to a manufacturer
or to the FDA.

The bill also sets a 15-day time limit
for manufacturers to turn over reports
of serious adverse events they receive.
They must keep the reports for 6 years,
and FDA is allowed to inspect the man-
ufacturer’s records of adverse event re-
ports.

This new Federal requirement would
replace any potential state require-
ments. However, States would still
work with FDA on safety issues.

And safety is what this bill is all
about. You need good data to make
good decisions. Most dietary supple-
ments are safe and should be available
to consumers. But just in case one
isn’t, FDA needs to have accurate, cur-
rent information to decide when to act
and what to do. This bill will help the
agency get that information.

This bill is the result of a tremen-
dous amount of work across party
lines. I want to thank my colleagues
Senators HATCH and HARKIN here on
the committee, and Senator DURBIN,
for getting this bill started. I would
also like to express my deep apprecia-
tion and thanks to the ranking mem-
ber, Senator KENNEDY, for his hard
work during this process. We have pro-
duced a fair bill, and I am so pleased
my colleagues on both sides of the Cap-
itol have lent it their support.
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(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD).

———

THE RYAN WHITE HIV/AIDS
TREATMENT MODERNIZATION ACT

e Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the Senate’s unani-
mous passage of the Ryan White HIV/
AIDS Treatment Modernization Act
earlier this week. It has been 25 years
since the first AIDS diagnosis in the
United States. At present, approxi-
mately 40,000 Americans are newly in-
fected with this disease each year, and
more than half of those diagnoses are
in people under age 25. This is a disease
that has taken its toll on millions of
individuals and families, but as a result
of combined Federal, State and local
efforts to support individuals living
with this disease as well as advances in
treatment options, many Americans
living with HIV/AIDS continue to have
thriving, productive lives.

Since 1990, when the Ryan White
CARE Act was first authorized, we
have made incredible strides in treat-
ing and caring for individuals in the
United States affected by HIV/AIDS.
The number of new infections each
year has dropped from more than
100,000 in 1990 to approximately 40,000
today. Mother-to-child transmission
has dropped from 2,000 to fewer than 200
cases annually. Life expectancy for
those with the disease has increased by
almost 20 years. In fact, more people
are now living with AIDS in the United
States than at any other time in the
epidemic.

The Ryan White CARE Act is at least
partially responsible for these suc-
cesses. But there is much more work to
be done. It is estimated that more than
a quarter of those infected with HIV do
not know it, and many who do know it
still do not have access to needed care
and services. And HIV/AIDS dispropor-
tionately affects the poor and minori-
ties. African Americans account for up
to 54 percent of new HIV infections and
Latinos account for 19 percent of new
infections, though they account for
only approximately 12 percent and 13
percent of the U.S. population, respec-
tively. Hispanic and African-American
women account for 82 percent of new
infections among females in the United
States.

For many years I have been particu-
larly concerned about the impact this
disease has on children and families.
Last year, Senator BOND and I intro-
duced legislation to reauthorize and
strengthen title IV of the Ryan White
CARE Act. For those who are unfa-
miliar with title IV, it provides grants
for coordinated care, services, and re-
search for women, infants, children,
and youth. The programs and services
funded by title IV have kept families
alive and together. For example, title
IV projects have led the way toward re-
ducing mother-to-child transmission
from more than 2,000 babies born HIV-
positive each year to fewer than 200. In
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my home State of Connecticut, a total
of 213 babies have been born to HIV-
positive mothers since 2002. Of that
total, only one baby has been con-
firmed as HIV-positive.

The bill passed earlier this week by
the Senate contains many significant
improvements to title IV that were
part of the legislation Senator BOND
and I introduced. I believe those
changes will improve the treatment
and services for women, families, and
youth provided under the Ryan White
CARE Act. However, I am deeply dis-
appointed in the authorization level for
title IV contained in the bill. All other
titles of this bill authorize increases in
funding except title IV, which is flat
funded. I pushed hard to secure a com-
parable increase for title IV, and al-
though I am disappointed with the
final outcome, I realize this is an au-
thorization bill, not an appropriations
bill, and I will work to secure increased
funding for this critical title.

Unfortunately, it appears that the
109th Congress will come to a close
without the House and Senate having
passed a Labor-HHS-Education appro-
priations bill for fiscal year 2007. It is a
failure on the part of the leaders in the
House and Senate that we did not de-
bate this bill and have an opportunity
to increase funding for the Ryan White
CARE Act. As we look to the next Con-
gress, I urge my colleagues and the
whole advocacy community to join me
in fighting for providing adequate fund-
ing for this program.

I believe that the bill passed unani-
mously in the Senate is a fair com-
promise which stabilizes funding for
cities and States and urban and rural
areas for the next 3 years. Without this
legislation, 17 States—including Con-
necticut—and the District of Columbia
stand to lose millions of dollars next
year. This legislation is now before the
House of Representatives. It is my hope
that the house will act quickly to pass
this legislation so that these States
and the District do not experience a
disruption in critical care and treat-
ment services for people living with
HIV/AIDS.

In closing, I want to commend the
hard work of the members and their
staff in both Chambers who developed
this bipartisan, bicameral compromise
bill over the past 2 years. In particular,
I would like to recognize Connie Gar-
ner with Senator KENNEDY and Shana
Christrup with Senator ENZI who
worked tirelessly to incorporate the
priorities of many offices. I would also
like to thank the many public health
advocacy organizations who contrib-
uted to the development of this legisla-
tion.e

————
TRADE RELATIONS TO VIETNAM

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, in
relation to the extension of permanent
trade relations to Vietnam that the
Senate is in the process of considering
this evening, there is a finding in the
bill that I want to call to the Senate’s
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attention. The finding notes that,
“Vietnam has taken cooperative steps
with the United States under the
United States Joint POW/MIA Ac-
counting Command, formerly the Joint
Task Force-Full Accounting, estab-
lished in 1992 by President George H.
W. Bush to provide the fullest possible
accounting of MIA and POW cases.”

I serve as the cochairman of the U.S./
Russia Joint Commission on POW/
MIAs, and also have several close
friends who have family members who
are POW/MIAs and continue to search
for their family members and for infor-
mation that will bring them closure re-
garding their fate.

I think we can all agree that Viet-
nam has in fact taken cooperative
steps along the lines of POW/MIA ac-
counting with the United States. How-
ever, I think we can also all agree that
Vietnam needs to take additional steps
in this area. Specifically, I believe
there are additional steps that Viet-
nam can take in providing the United
States access to archives regarding
POW/MIA cases in Laos and Cambodia.
Cases of US service members lost in
Laos and Cambodia are particularly
difficult to resolve due to the difficulty
of access to both archival information
and the actual locations where service
members are presumably missing. This
is a specific area in which I hope that
Vietnam can provide additional infor-
mation and assistance to help the
United States obtain the fullest pos-
sible accounting of POW/MIAs from the
Vietnam war.

I want it to be clear that there is
more work to be done on this issue and
that we need to continue to conduct re-
search, site visits and work closely
with Vietnam, as well as their neigh-
bors on this issue until we have ac-
counted for every one of our POW/MIAs
in Vietnam as well as other countries.

COMBATING AUTISM ACT, S. 843

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, yesterday,
Congress confirmed its obligation to
the thousands of individuals living
with and families affected by autism by
passing the Combating Autism Act of
2006, S. 843. I am extremely pleased
that the Senate passed this bill and
sent it to the White House for the
President’s signature.

This anticipated law has a long his-
tory. Senators SANTORUM and DODD
worked diligently with me, Senator
KENNEDY, and our staffs for the past 2
years to develop this crucial piece of
legislation to assist individuals living
with autism and other developmental
disabilities and their families. This leg-
islation focuses on expanding autism
research and coordination of that re-
search at the National Institutes of
Health, NIH, and increasing awareness
of autism and its manifestation
through the Centers of Disease Control
and Prevention, CDC. In addition, the
bill integrates the country’s various
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