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Words cannot express the sense of sadness
we have for his family, and for the gratitude
our country feels for his service. Lance Cor-
poral Watson, like other brave men and
women who have served in uniform, died
serving not just the United States, but the en-
tire cause of liberty. Indeed, he was a true
American.

We will forever hold him closely in our
hearts, and remember his sacrifice and that of
his family as a remembrance of his bravery
and willingness to serve our Nation.

——

IN RECOGNITION OF BEVERLY
LYNE
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Ms. Beverly Lyne of
Boulder, Colorado for her selfless contribution
to providing desperately needed medical at-
tention to the people of Uganda. Ms. Lyne’s
background as a patient education consultant
at Longmont United Hospital provided her with
a strong foundation from which to offer her
services to the developing world. Before vol-
unteering her skills in Uganda, she had
worked in the infectious-diseases field for al-
most twenty years as a registered nurse while
also caring for AIDS patients in Boulder Coun-
ty

Two years ago, an e-mail from one of her
former physician associates sparked her inter-
est in setting up a health clinic in Uganda.
Lyne partnered with three Canadian nurses to
help establish the Learning Empowers Uganda
Medical Clinic that now serves more than
30,000 Ugandan men, women, and children.
These people had escaped the violence of
their homelands and settled in a semi-perma-
nent camp in Soroti often with only the clothes
on their back. Prior to Lyne’s arrival, hospitals
were litle more than empty shells, with no
supplies and minimal medicine or staff. Today,
the same buildings have been transformed
into functioning health and education centers,
complete with labs and refrigerators for medi-
cine.

Because of the compassion of Beverly Lyne
and her colleagues, valuable care is being
provided for those most in need. She has
made incalculable contributions to advance
the quality of life for the Ugandan people and
in doing so has made her world a better place
in which to live.

| ask my colleagues to join me in thanking
Beverly Lyne for her courage and compassion.
Within her spirit lays the hope for a better to-
morrow. | wish Beverly congratulations for her
accomplishments and good health and happi-
ness to both herself and the people she
serves.

————

FREEDOM FOR JUAN CARLOS
HERRERA ACOSTA

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 9, 2007

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to speak about
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Juan Carlos Herrera Acosta, a political pris-
oner totalitarian Cuba.

Mr. Herrera Acosta is a tireless advocate for
the freedom of Cuba and has dedicated much
of his life to the cause of freedom for the
Cuban people. He believes that every trapped
citizen in totalitarian Cuba deserves to live
with the most basic and fundamental human
rights and protections of individual liberty.

Juan Carlos Herrera Acosta is an inde-
pendent journalist with the Agencia de Prensa
Libre Oriental (APLO) in Santiago, Cuba and
national coordinator for the Cuban Youth
Movement for Democracy. He was arrested on
March 20, 2003, as part of the despicable is-
land-wide crackdown on peaceful human
rights activists and independent journalists. In
April of 2003, he was wrongfully sentenced on
trumped-up charges claiming that he under-
mined “national independence and territorial
integrity” and served the “imperialist ends” of
the United States, to 20 years in a hellish to-
talitarian gulag. In reality his only “crime” was
challenging a corrupt, brutal, and repressive
system that robs its citizens of every freedom.

Reporters Without Borders reported that on
August 29, 2006, Mr. Herrera Acosta was se-
verely beaten and dragged along the prison’s
corridors by two regime henchmen because
he reiterated a demand to be allowed to make
a phone call—a right the dictatorship has rou-
tinely denied him. According to Directorio, Mr.
Herrera Acosta has undertaken numerous
hunger strikes while in prison to protest the
deplorable, inhumane and degrading condi-
tions in which prisoners of conscience in Cuba
are held.

Most recently, in an urgent declaration read
aloud to the Cuban Democratic Directorate by
Rolando Rodriguez Lobaina, executive mem-
ber of the Cuban Youth Movement for Democ-
racy, Mr. Herrera Acosta reaffirmed his com-
mitment to the cause of freedom for the
Cuban people:

I fight because the light of truth and lib-
erty reaches this land converted into a feu-
dal estate before a Caesar that bleeds her
dry. As a dignified son of this country, I am
willing to offer my life if it is necessary to
defend pacifism, so that peace and concord-
ance would thrive in the land of Varela and
Marti. I do not discard the possibility that a
clinically induced death, at the hands of the
commissars of terror, will truncate my life.
But as long as I have strength and my heart
is beating, I will continue to fight from in-
side the monstrous womb of Castro’s prisons.

I will never lower myself to bow down, nor
will I live on my knees, and as Jose Marti
would express, I reiterate: ‘I want the first
law of our Republic to be the respect of Cu-
bans for the plain dignity of man.”” The price
to pay has been very high. Pain, grief, and
exile constitute the panacea that is Castro’s
reign of terror.

But I do not resign to live condemned, I am
simply continuing the dignified example of
the historical Cuban political prisoners.
Freedom for Cuba! God, Country, and Lib-
erty! May human rights thrive and prevail in
my country!

Let me be very clear, Mr. Herrera Acosta is
imprisoned because he refuses to accept the
Castro brothers’ dictatorship today. Madam
Speaker, Mr. Herrera Acosta is representative
of the fighting spirit of the Cuban people: of
their rejection of the brutality, discrimination,
depravity, and oppression of the totalitarian
tyranny.

We must speak out against the abominable
violations of human rights, dignity, and free-
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dom on that oppressed island. My Colleagues,
we must demand the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of Juan Carlos Herrera Acosta
and every other political prisoner in totalitarian
Cuba.

——————
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Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise today to recognize
the 90th birthday of The Honorable William T.
McLaughlin, former mayor of Wilmington. Bill
McLaughlin has led an extraordinary life, filled
with exceptional acts of public service, as well
as a strong dedication to my home State of
Delaware. He certainly has packed a great
deal of accomplishment into his 90 years.

During World War II, Bill flew 50 combat
missions in the South Pacific as a tail gunner
and radioman. After the war, Bill went to night
school under the G.l. Bill and spent his career
with the DuPont Company. He spent 58 years
married to the late Mary MclLaughlin, with
whom he raised two fine sons. Bill did not
begin his political career until 1964, when he
was elected to the city council in an upset vic-
tory. After serving as a strong advocate for
progressive causes on the council, he was
elected as mayor in 1976, and served the city
from 1977-1984. | had the privilege of serving
as Lieutenant Governor of Delaware during his
second term as mayor and enjoyed working
with him on many different issues.

The MclLaughlin years were prosperous
ones for both the city of Wilmington and the
State of Delaware. Together with Governor
Pete duPont, Bill helped to enact the Financial
Center Development Act which brought Dela-
ware to the forefront of the banking industry.
Mayor McLaughlin worked tirelessly to protect
jobs, attract new employers, and grow the
local economy.

Not only was the economy successful dur-
ing Bill McLaughlin’s time, but crime rates de-
clined, city and water systems were improved,
and low-income families had increased access
to housing. While a tireless worker for the city
of Wilmington, the mayor should also be re-
membered for his sense of humor. One St.
Patrick's Day, Mayor McLaughlin made his
way down King Street in a green leprechaun
costume.

Bill continues to serve as a dignified leader
in countless service organizations. | commend
him for a life of service and thank him for his
tireless dedication to Delaware. | am proud to
call him a friend.

———

HONORING CEDAR HILL HIGH
SCHOOL FOR WINNING THE 5A
DIVISION II FOOTBALL STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 9, 2007

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to extend my congratulations to the
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