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President Ford showed us that strength and
integrity are indisputably important traits to
have in order to successfully lead our great
Nation.

As power has just changed hands in Con-
gress, it is my hope that we will heed the leg-
acy of Gerald Ford and always seek to stand
together to face the challenges of the future.
Gerald Ford will be sorely missed by all of the
Americans that he touched. My heart goes out
to all of his family members.
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Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 15, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those voting have responded in the af-
firmative.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

(Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, a St. Pete headline says:
“Gator Nation: It’s A Great Time to be
a Gator.” The Gainesville Sun boasts:
“Gators Made Most of Their Chances.”
The Miami Herald states: ‘“‘Gators are
First on the Court and First on the
Field.” The Florida Times Union reads:
“The Gators Stand Tall and Deliver;
Florida Totally Dominates Ohio in
Claiming the National Championship.”

Go Gators!

The BCS Championship game be-
tween the University of Florida Gators
and the Ohio State University Buck-
eyes last night was a clash of the ti-
tans and history in the making.

My alma mater, the University of
Florida, became the first school in
NCAA history to hold national titles in
football and men’s basketball at the
same time. Only six Division I schools
have ever won a football and men’s bas-
ketball national championship since
1936, and never in the same year.

Thanks to Head Coach Urban Meyer,
the Florida coaching staff, and the out-
standing Gator football team, we fin-
ished the season with a 13-1 record.

I want to congratulate the Univer-
sity of Florida for not only being the
best athletic school in the country but
also the best in academia.

The Gators, through persistent of-
fense and an overwhelming defense, de-
feated the Ohio State University Buck-
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eyes 41-14. They earned 21 first downs,
370 total yards, and did not turn the
ball over on offense. The defense held
the opponents to only eight first
downs, 82 total yards, and sacked the
quarterback five times, for 51 yards.

No doubt about it, the best team won
the National Championship. Go Gators!

———

GATORS WIN THE NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to congratulate the Uni-
versity of Florida Gators for winning
the Bowl Championship Series Na-
tional Football title last night.

After a hard fought season, the
Gators proved victorious last night
with a dazzling 41-14 triumph over the
Ohio State University Buckeyes. I
want to extend special congratulations
to Florida’s head coach, Urban Meyer,
who trained this football team to be
the best in the country. All of the ath-
letes are shining stars for the univer-
sity and deserve our highest praise.

Last night, the University of Florida
made history by winning national ti-
tles in both men’s basketball and foot-
ball in the same season. Florida’s aca-
demic reputation is stellar, our sports
teams are number one and our fans are
like none other. Mr. Speaker, it is
great to be a Florida Gator. Congratu-
lations to the students, faculty, alum-
ni, and friends of the University of
Florida.

I have just one thing left to say, Mr.
Speaker, and that is: Two bits, four
bits, six bits a dollar. All for the
Gators, stand up and holler. Go Gators!

—————

CONGRATULATIONS TO
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA GATORS

(Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I too want to add my
words to my colleagues from Florida. I
happen to represent the southern part
of Florida, but I can tell you it is a
great day for all of Florida and we have
good reason to be proud of these fine
men who have shown the country that
Florida is not only football territory
but also just a great athletic territory
with great universities in our great
State.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield to the
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
CORRINE BROWN).

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. I
just want to once again thank the
Gators; and as we speak, I want you to
know that they are arriving in Gaines-
ville and we want to extend our whole-
hearted congratulations to the coach-
ing staff and to the faculty and staff.

I also have a yell, one that I remem-
ber, and we used to do it when I was a
student at the University of Florida. It
was: One, two, three, four, five, them
there Gators don’t take no jive.
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And they did it last night. Go Gators!

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the fol-
lowing Members will be recognized for
5 minutes each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

IRAQ AND THE PROPOSED BUSH
ESCALATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, first of
all, congratulations for being up in
that chair.

I rise today to unwaveringly support
the Speaker of the House, who has said
that she opposes any escalation of the
occupation of Iraq, that she opposes
sending more combat troops into a sit-
uation in Iraq that is so, so messy.

The Speaker represents an over-
whelming majority viewpoint among
the American people. Indeed, Mr.
Speaker, she is Speaker today because
the American people overwhelmingly
rejected the Bush occupation policy, a
policy that has already claimed over
3,000 American lives, cost us hundreds
of billions of dollars, ignited a bloody
civil war, and diminished our national
security.

But President Bush is stubbornly and
desperately clinging onto an ideolog-
ical vision that has been completely
discredited. He is not listening to the
new Congress. He is not listening to
the American people. He is not listen-
ing to the Iraq Study Group. He is not
even listening to his military com-
manders, who have advised against an
escalation.

Even the most hawkish observer
imaginable, Oliver North, has come out
against an escalation in a recent col-
umn entitled: ‘“More Troops Equals
More Targets.”

This occupation takes a more disas-
trous turn with each passing week, but
the Bush administration not only is
sticking to its failed policy; it is in-
vesting even more in that policy.

Our military presence, from the very
beginning, hasn’t brought peace and
freedom to Iraq. It has been a catalyst
for greater violence and disorder. It
hasn’t defeated the insurgency. It has
been what has motivated the insur-
gency. It hasn’t solved problems in
Iraq. It has exacerbated them.

So what is the White House’s solu-
tion? Send more troops and put more
Americans in harm’s way, even though
the American presence destabilized
Iraq in the first place. Hscalation de-
fies common sense, Mr. Speaker. It is
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