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refrain from referring to persons in the
gallery.
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CONGRATULATIONS ANNIE LEE
BOGGS LATIMER ON HER 100TH
BIRTHDAY

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
Annie Lee Boggs Latimer was born in
Milton County, now a portion of Ful-
ton County in north Georgia on Janu-
ary 10, 1907, to Elizabeth and Ben Boggs
100 years ago today. She grew up on a
farm on Boggs Road with eight sib-
lings, Glenn, Mary, Frank, Frances,
Walter A., Nettie, Ruth and Dorothy,
off what is now I-85 in Gwinnett Coun-
ty, Georgia.

She attended Duluth High School,
Young Harris College and the Univer-
sity of Georgia and went on to become
a beloved teacher in Gwinnett and
Cobb counties for over 30 years. On
June 12, 1937, she married William B.
Latimer, and for over 50 years, they
lived in what all knew as the ‘“‘Rock
House’ in Duluth, Georgia. Anne and
Bill were married for a wonderful 61
years until his passing in 1998.

She is the proud mother of Ben W.
Latimer and the mother-in-law of Ra-
chel H. Latimer. She is an inspiration
for her two grandsons and their wives,
Bill and Lynn and Mike and Laura, and
adored by her five great grandchildren
Brian, Sara, Claire, Gabrielle and An-
drew. She is known affectionately by
her family as ‘“Mama Anne’’ and by her
friends at church as ‘‘Miss Anne.”’

She has imparted wisdom and posi-
tive values to all the many students
who were in her classes and benefitted
from her teaching. Mama Anne is a
guiding light for all her family and al-
ways brings love, direction, caring and
support.

Mr. Speaker, I know the U.S. House
of Representatives joins me in sending
our very best on the occasion of her
100th birthday to Anne B. Latimer and
recognizing her life as a role model to
all for achieving independence, lon-
gevity and success, by living the Amer-
ican dream of spirituality, community,
hard work, and accomplishment.

I am very privileged, Mr. Speaker, to
have had the opportunity to recognize
one of America’s greatest citizens.

THE OFFICIAL TRUTH SQUAD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. PRICE) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
am going to shift gears a little bit
right now and just recount a bit of this
past week. This has been a remarkable
week, first week of a new majority.

For the record, the first 100 hours of
this new majority, and for the record,
Mr. Speaker, you ought to know that
the Speaker’s Office officially states
that we have been in session dealing
with the issues of importance to the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

American people for 12 hours and 28
minutes. That is over 4 days. That
turns out to be about 3 hours and 7
minutes a day.

Now, if you count the actual time
that we have been in session, which I
think is important, because if you are
going to promise that you are going to
do things in 100 hours, then you dog-
gone well better do it, and actually, we
have been in session now at 6:18 p.m., 38
hours and 21 minutes, 38 hours and 21
minutes.

We are keeping track of the right
clock. So for all those folks out there,
we want you to know that The Official
Truth Squad is keeping an eye on the
majority party and making certain
that they live up to their promises.

We have dealt with some remarkable
issues during the first 38 hours that we
have been in session. We have dealt
with the minimum wage today in a
way that left a lot to be desired in
terms of bringing about that wonderful
bipartisan spirit that has been prom-
ised but not seen yet by the majority
party. We have dealt with the 9/11 rec-
ommendations. As you recall, Mr.
Speaker, before the election, the new
majority party, the leaders of that
party, promised that they would enact
every single recommendation of the
9/11 Commission.

Well, that bill has come and gone
without any input from the minority
party. As you know, you know very,
very well what happened was not the
enactment of every single 9/11 rec-
ommendation, because promises made
on the campaign trail don’t appear to
be promises that will be kept in the
majority.

These are important issues. We have
got two more issues to go this week.
They are extremely important issues
to the American people.

The issue of stem cell research, em-
bryonic stem cell research, which is an
incredibly important issue, a complex
issue, a scientific issue and one, again,
that I am very distressed and con-
cerned is not being dealt with in an
open and honest way that has been
promised, nor is it being dealt with,
certainly, in a bipartisan way.

We also have this week the issue of
Medicare part D prescription drug pro-
gram that is in place for Medicare re-
cipients, and that, too, is being dealt
with in a way that doesn’t allow for
any input from the minority party,
doesn’t allow for any amendments,
isn’t being heard in committee.

The gentleman before me mentioned
that there were a number of freshmen
Members of this body, and there are,
there are 54 Members of this body who
are now here for the very first time,
freshmen Members. They haven’t dealt
with any of these issues.

Mr. Speaker, a majority of this
House is not being allowed to deal with
the issues that are coming to the floor
right now, because they are being done
in secret. These bills are being written
in secret without input from anybody
on the minority side and certainly
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without any input from any of the new
Members of Congress.

So the Official Truth Squad is here to
make certain that we hold accountable
for the majority party, for the prom-
ises that they made and make certain
that the American people understand
and appreciate what is occurring in
Washington under this new martial law
rule that we have for bringing issues to
the floor.

The Official Truth Squad has one of
our favorite quotes, we have a lot of fa-
vorite quotes. One of them is from the
late Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan,
who had one of the most wonderful and
appropriate quotes for this building
that I know of, and that is that every-
one is entitled to their own opinion but
not their own facts.

So what we would like to do this
evening, Mr. Speaker, is to talk a little
bit about some facts, some facts as
they relate to the two issues, Medicare
part D prescription drug program and
stem cell research, embryonic stem
cell research.

Now decisions made regarding Medi-
care part D and the discussion that we
are having, many people will think,
well, it is just about a narrow prescrip-
tion drug program for Medicare. In
fact, Mr. Speaker, it is about a whole
lot more than that.

If you back up from the specific de-
bate about prescription drugs and you
look at what is really being done, what
is happening is that we have a dif-
ference of opinion, a philosophical dif-
ference of opinion about who ought to
be making very personal health care
decisions for the American people.

On the other side of the aisle, on the
majority side of the aisle, we appar-
ently have a majority of those individ-
uals who believe that the government
ought to be making those decisions,
personal health care decisions. On the
minority, on the Republican side of the
aisle, we are proud to say that we sup-
port health care decisions, medical de-
cisions being made between physicians
and patients. That is where those deci-
sions ought to be made.

In fact, when you look at this whole
issue right now, it is important to ask
exactly what it is that the Democratic
majority is attempting to solve.

When you look at this program that
has been in place now just a few short
years, the costs are down. In fact, the
costs are down for the last year, $13 bil-
lion, $13 billion. Actual costs of bene-
fits in 2006 are 30 percent or $13 billion
less than was projected.

The projected costs over 10 years are
down 21.3 percent, which is $197 billion.
That is a fact. That is a fact. Pre-
miums are down 40 percent over projec-
tions, again a fact. If we would listen
to the Democrats on this issue, when
the bill was enacted, they attempted to
put into law that premiums ought to
be for every Medicare recipient, $35 a
month. They wanted to make certain
that they were $35 a month.

So what are the premiums now? They
are about $22, $23 a month on average.
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