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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 

Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 
Lord, our God, source of all life and 

love, the Members of Congress join 
with all the people of this Nation as we 
pray for our military troops deployed 
in harm’s way in Afghanistan, Somalia 
and elsewhere, but especially in Iraq. 
Protect them, Lord. Strengthen them 
and guide them. Be for them a light, a 
mighty force and a safe refuge. Speak 
to their families words of consolation 
and assurance. 

May all military efforts bring about 
security and peace and make this na-
tion grateful and worthy of their sac-
rifice. 

‘‘Lord, be a stronghold for the op-
pressed, a stronghold in times of dis-
tress’’ both now and forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. BISHOP) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. BISHOP of New York led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

OPPOSING THE PRESIDENT’S PLAN 
FOR IRAQ 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, the 
President’s new plan is a plan for more 
door-to-door fighting, more civil war, 
more civilian casualties, more troop 
deaths, more wasted money, more de-
stabilization in the region and more 
separation from the world community. 

Does anyone in this administration 
have any sense at all? They are sending 
our troops into the middle of a civil 
war, setting the stage for a wider war. 

The President is blaming Iran for at-
tacks on Americans in Iraq; he is vow-
ing to disrupt Iran. He is adding an air-
craft carrier to the shores of Iran. He is 
promising to give Patriot missiles to 
our friends and allies. Isn’t one war 
enough for this President? 

Congress needs to challenge the posi-
tion of the President, take necessary 
steps to bring our troops home. We 
need to begin talks with Iran and 
Syria, not blame them for our mis-
guided war in Iraq. Diplomacy is the 
only way to avoid a widening war. If we 
follow this President’s path of war, we 
will get more war. 

f 

OPPOSING THE PRESIDENT’S PLAN 
FOR IRAQ 

(Mr. KELLER of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. KELLER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to discuss the troop surge in 
Iraq. I believe the motives of President 
Bush and other prominent leaders, 
such as Senator JOHN MCCAIN, who are 
pushing for more troops, are pure and 
well meaning. I believe they sincerely 
think this is the best way forward. 
Three years ago, I would have agreed 
with them. However, at this late stage, 
interjecting more young American 
troops into the crossfire of an Iraqi 
civil war is simply not the right ap-
proach. We are not going to solve an 
Iraqi political problem with an Amer-
ican military solution. 

Regardless of how one feels about the 
war in Iraq or the proposed surge in 

troops, as long as our American troops 
are in harm’s way, it is our duty and 
responsibility to support these troops 
one hundred percent. 

May God bless our troops and our 
country. 

f 

OPPOSING THE PRESIDENT’S PLAN 
FOR IRAQ 

(Mr. BISHOP of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, after watching last night’s Presi-
dential address, I must question wheth-
er or not our President actually listens 
to anyone besides the same neoconserv-
ative ideologues who are the architects 
of the fiasco in Iraq and who have in-
sisted that victory in Iraq is just 
around the corner. 

Clearly the President is not listening 
to his top generals on the ground who 
have expressed doubt in the President’s 
call for a surge in troops; nor is he lis-
tening to the advice of the bipartisan 
Iraq Study Group, which has called for 
a redeployment of troops and addi-
tional training for Iraqi security 
forces; nor is he listening to the Iraqi 
people, 78 percent of whom say the 
presence of American troops is adding 
to, rather than controlling, the vio-
lence. 

Most importantly, the President isn’t 
listening to the American people, who 
sent a clear message last November 
that his policies in Iraq aren’t working, 
and that a change of course is needed. 

Mr. Speaker, I am opposed to the 
President’s plan to escalate this war. I 
believe the solutions to the problems in 
Iraq are political ones. And I will sup-
port my colleagues in using the con-
stitutional authority vested in the 
Congress to control our future involve-
ment in Iraq. 
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