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Nation, and to nourish them abroad 
through following international law? 

It is a critical moment for America, 
Mr. Speaker. This Congress must stand 
up. We must not just set aside the esca-
lation, we must set aside the occupa-
tion. We must not simply challenge 
this President and his buildup to war 
in Iran. We must let this President 
know that any action he takes against 
Iran will have constitutional con-
sequences. 

We are at a moment when we need to 
defend our Constitution. We need to 
stand up for the American way, which 
is not the way of war. It is not the way 
of aggressive war. It is not the way of 
preemption, unilateralism and first 
strike. 

Mr. Speaker, it is really time for 
America to take a new direction in the 
world, and that direction is to work 
with the nations of the world. 

I put forth a 12-point plan for Iraq. It 
called for America to announce the end 
of the occupation, the closing of the 
bases, withdrawal of our troops. But we 
cannot do that unless, simultaneously, 
we let the nations of the world know 
that we are going to take a new direc-
tion in world affairs. We need to ask 
the world community to help us, to 
mobilize a peacekeeping and security 
force that will move in as our troops 
move out so that the people of Iraq can 
be secure. When we do that we can 
build a basis for a reconciliation in 
Iraq between the Kurds, the Shiites, 
the Sunnis. When we do that we can 
have a legitimate program for recon-
struction and reparations for the Iraqi 
people. We can help safeguard their oil 
wealth for the people of Iraq, not for 
private American oil companies. 

Iraq should be a turning point for 
this Nation. It should be a turning 
point away from war as an instrument 
of policy. It should be a turning point 
where we address the needs of the peo-
ple of the United States, the real 
human needs, for health care, edu-
cation and jobs. And that is what my 
12-point program leads to. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 
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CELEBRATING THE BIRTHDAY AND 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY FOR MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
am so pleased that I got an oppor-
tunity to listen to the statement from 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
KUCINICH), who just made what I would 
consider to be one of the most common 

sense, passionate and eloquent state-
ments about where America ought to 
be and what its position should be vis- 
a-vis the rest of the world. And so I 
want to thank you so much, Mr. 
KUCINICH, for having had the oppor-
tunity to just hear the statement that 
you have just made. 

Mr. Speaker, like many others, I 
spent much of the weekend talking 
about the contributions of Dr. Martin 
Luther King and what he meant to 
America. And earlier today, we had a 
resolution, bill on the floor, cele-
brating the birthday and public holiday 
for Martin Luther King, Jr. 

One of the young staffers in Govern-
ment Reform and Oversight had writ-
ten a statement that I was supposed to 
have read at that time because I was 
supposed to have managed that bill, 
but I was not here. But I was so im-
pressed by the statement that this 
young person had written that I de-
cided that I would come and share it 
with the rest of America anyway. 

And so he wrote, Mr. Speaker, yester-
day the Nation celebrated the life of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and the 
impact he made on our society. His 
nonviolent struggle for freedom, dig-
nity and equality of all races broke 
down longstanding barriers which de-
nied equal opportunity to all Ameri-
cans. Although we still have a long 
march ahead toward Dr. King’s dream 
of peace and impartiality, his work in-
spired many to work for a world that 
respects and celebrates diversity. 

Born January 15, 1929, in Atlanta, 
Georgia, Dr. King stood out as a stu-
dent and entered into the Christian 
ministry. There he responded to racial 
prejudices and injustices that sur-
rounded him when Rosa Parks refused 
to relinquish her seat on a Mont-
gomery, Alabama bus. Dr. King was 
elected to the Montgomery Improve-
ment Association and led the bus boy-
cott that ensued. Later, King would or-
ganize the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference, which provided him a 
platform to become a more influential 
leader in the civil rights movement. 

He continued to advocate civil dis-
obedience, despite the fact that fire 
hoses and attack dogs were turned on 
him and fellow protesters in Bir-
mingham. He spearheaded the March 
on Washington for Jobs and Freedom 
in 1963. The March on Washington 
brought more than 200,000 people to the 
steps of the Lincoln Memorial and de-
manded the elimination of racial seg-
regation in public schools, protection 
for demonstrators against police bru-
tality and self-government for the Dis-
trict of Columbia. This march also in-
cluded Dr. King’s now famous, ‘‘I Have 
a Dream’’ speech, which became a pro-
found turning point in the American 
conscience. 

In 1964, he was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize, and continued to lead the 
civil rights movement. His interests 
broadened from civil rights to include 
criticism of the Vietnam war and the 
plight of the impoverished. 

b 1945 

His plan for another march to Wash-
ington meant for underprivileged 
Americans was cut short when he was 
shot and killed on April 4, 1968. As we 
commemorate his life and work, we 
should apply the lessons he dem-
onstrated in the context of current 
world events. His nonviolent approach 
to constructive change and his firm 
stance of fairness are leadership quali-
ties that Washington and the world 
must remember and emulate. 

As we face issues of national impor-
tance day in and out in this Chamber, 
we must bear in mind the example that 
Dr. King set in the hope that one day, 
as he said, the leaders of the world will 
sit down at the conference table and re-
alize that unless mankind puts an end 
to war, war would put an end to all of 
us. 

I think that is exactly what Mr. 
KUCINICH was saying a moment ago. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you again for 
the opportunity to have addressed the 
House this evening, and I thank my 
young colleague for having written 
such an eloquent statement. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PAUL addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF LIEUTEN-
ANT GENERAL MILTON H. 
MEDENBACH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
SESTAK) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SESTAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today because I wish to honor a proud 
American and because it is my sad 
duty to announce the loss of Lieuten-
ant General Milton H. Medenbach, su-
perintendent emeritus of Valley Forge 
Academy in Wayne, Pennsylvania, who 
died this morning, January 16, 2007. 

Lieutenant General Medenbach 
turned 99 on December 31, 2006, and had 
been a member of the Valley Forge 
Military Academy & College faculty 
and staff since the fall of 1932. General 
Medenbach is a 1929 graduate of the 
Johns Hopkins University, where he 
was commissioned a secretary lieuten-
ant, infantry (TANKS). 

He also attended the University of 
Marburg in Germany and was a student 
of military government at the Univer-
sity of Virginia and Yale University 
during his active military service. He 
held a doctorate from Gettysburg Col-
lege. 

Upon the completion of his fellowship 
at the School of Diplomatic Service of 
the Austrian Foreign Office in Vienna, 
Austria, in 1932, he came home and 
joined the Valley Forge faculty as an 
instructor in the Foreign Language De-
partment and as a tactical officer in 
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