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The House met at 10 a.m.

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

The love of the Lord is perfect; it
gives life to the soul. The word of the
Lord can be trusted; it gives wisdom to
all. The command of the Lord is clear;
it gives light to the eye.

Those who love their neighbors fulfill
the law, for the whole law is summed
up in the command to love. So the
command of the Lord is clear. Let us
embrace it with our whole heart both
now and forever. Amen.

————————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Iowa (Mr. BOSWELL) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. BOSWELL led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Speaker’s policy
with regard to special order speeches
announced on February 11, 1994, as
clarified and reiterated by subsequent
Speakers, will continue to apply in the
110th Congress and, without objection,
will be printed in the RECORD.

There was no objection.

On Tuesdays, following legislative busi-
ness, the Chair may recognize Members for
special-order speeches that may not extend
beyond midnight. On other days of the week,

the Chair may recognize Members for spe-
cial-order speeches for up to 4 hours after the
conclusion of 5-minute special-order speech-
es. Such speeches may not extend beyond the
4-hour limit without the permission of the
Chair, which may be granted only with ad-
vance consultation between the leaderships
and notification to the House. However, the
Chair will not recognize for any special-order
speeches beyond midnight.

The Chair will first recognize Members for
5-minute special-order speeches, alternating
initially and subsequently between the par-
ties regardless of the date the order was
granted by the House. The Chair will then
recognize Members for longer special-order
speeches. A Member recognized for a 5-
minute special-order speech may not be rec-
ognized for a longer special-order speech.
The 4-hour limitation will be divided be-
tween the majority and minority parties.
Each party is entitled to reserve its first
hour for respective leaderships or their des-
ignees. Recognition for periods longer than 5
minutes also will alternate initially and sub-
sequently between the parties each day.

The allocation of time within each party’s
2-hour period (or shorter period if prorated
to end by midnight) will be determined by a
list submitted to the Chair by the respective
leaderships. Members may not sign up with
their leadership for any special-order speech-
es earlier than 1 week prior to the special
order. Additional guidelines may be estab-
lished for such sign-ups by the respective
leaderships.

Pursuant to clause 2(a) of rule V, the tele-
vision cameras will not pan the Chamber,
but a ‘‘crawl” indicating the conduct of
morning-hour debate or that the House has
completed its legislative business and is pro-
ceeding with special-order speeches will ap-
pear on the screen. The Chair may announce
other adaptations during this period.

The continuation of this format for rec-
ognition by the Speaker is without prejudice
to the Speaker’s ultimate power of recogni-
tion under clause 2 of rule XVII should cir-
cumstances warrant.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five 1-minute speeches on
each side.

OPPOSITION TO INCREASING U.S.
TROOP LEVELS IN IRAQ

(Mr. BOSWELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOSWELL. Madam Speaker, I
rise today in strong opposition to in-
creasing U.S. troop strength in Iraq. As
one Member of Congress who voted in
support of the Iraq resolution in 2002, I
recognize the pretext for going to war
was based on faulty, misleading intel-
ligence. I can not reverse that vote, but
I can no longer acquiesce to a failed
and tragic military exercise in Iraq.

Two months ago, Generals Casey and
Abizaid stated they did not support in-
creasing U.S. troop levels in Iraq. Last
month, President Bush maintained
that military policy with regard to
Iraq would be determined by our mili-
tary leaders. However, last week Presi-
dent Bush ignored his top military ad-
visors and called for a 20,000-plus in-
crease in U.S. troops to Iraq.

I, along with others, have been press-
ing the administration to level with
the American people on the status of
the American security forces being
trained and ready to defend their na-
tion. If Iraqis are trained and ready as
we are told, we should begin a planned
phased withdrawal of U.S. forces; if
not, the administration should tell us
when they will be trained and ready.

Sending more troops to Iraq does
nothing to enhance the Iraqis’ train-
ing; it only places more U.S. forces
into harm’s way to become additional
targets for the insurgency. This failed
policy must be stopped.

We can support our troops in the
field and oppose the escalation of U.S.
forces. I urge all my colleagues to work
in opposition to the President’s in-
crease in U.S. forces.
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