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is a battle of ideas. But in this instance
we can disagree, as I mentioned, about
many things, but we ought not disagree
about whether or not our men and
women in harm’s way, our troops who
are defending liberty truly around the
globe, ought to receive every single re-
source that they need in order to de-
fend themselves and to defend us.

I know that many folks go to Walter
Reed and visit some of those brave men
and women who have been injured in
battle. I have had the opportunity to
do that, and I was struck always by
every conversation that I had with
some of those men and women who
have come back, some with devastating
injuries, truly. And I am just so hum-
bled by those conversations that I have
with those brave soldiers and warriors
because I would try to close every con-
versation and ask them what it was
that we could do to help. What can I do
to help? And virtually every single one
of them said without fail, Congress-
man, if you can do one thing, if you
can do just one thing, please, please let
me get back to my unit. And that kind
of enthusiasm, that kind of commit-
ment, that kind of sense of duty and
honor and patriotism is chilling. It
really is.

There are incredible stories that each
of them tell, but also I believe those
men and women serve as a guidepost
for us. And, in fact, we ought to look to
them and look to their courage to have
the courage that we need in order to
support our men and women who are in
harm’s way.

And I am very hopeful that this
House of Representatives will support
Congressman JOHNSON’s resolution be-
cause it truly speaks for, I believe, the
vast majority of the American people
who want to make certain that, regard-
less of how you feel about this conflict,
we as a Congress state clearly that we
will make certain that we provide all
of the resources necessary for our men
and women in harm’s way.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. I thank the gen-
tleman.

I will close our hour by referencing
some comments I have had from some
veterans in my district. I love the fact
that I have absolutely wonderful vet-
erans who participate with me on these
issues in our National Security Coali-
tion, in our Veterans Coalition, which
are advisory groups for me. And I have
had great discussions with them and
have sent them information about the
new strategy going forward in Iraq,
about some of the conversations that
have been taking place here, and have
sought their best judgment, men and
women who have worn the uniform and
have been there and who have fought
and seeking their best judgment. And a
couple of their comments, I think, are
so incredibly significant.

One of them says: ‘“We have to con-
tinue our push forward and let our
military make the decisions in this
war. When the House and Senate
changed, there was no doubt there
would be a change of efforts. Our
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enemy knows this and will continue to
strike as long as they think our coun-
try is not united.”

And another of the veterans said in
this e-mail: ‘“What is important is that
we show a unified front to the enemy
and we give the new plan and the de-
ployment a chance to work. If we win,
if we defeat radical Islam, then maybe,
maybe, this is all going to be worth
it.”

Mr. Speaker, these men and women
who have put that uniform on and have
gone into battle know that this is the
price that we pay. They understand
that this is not going to be easy. They
know, and they are watching the Presi-
dent’s speech tonight, and they are
watching our response. And I would
submit to you, Mr. Speaker, that our
enemy is watching our response. And I
will submit to you that, while we all
have different philosophies, we all
come from different districts, and we
are a very diverse body, I would com-
mend to you and my colleagues that it
is important that we stand with our
men and women in uniform, that we
show a unified front and show that we
are committed to being certain that
this Nation continues to stand as a
great Nation and that we persevere.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LYNCH). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess until approximately 8:40 p.m. for
the purpose of receiving in joint ses-
sion the President of the United
States.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 45 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 8:40 p.m.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order at 8 o’clock and 41
minutes p.m.

———

JOINT SESSION OF THE HOUSE
AND SENATE HELD PURSUANT
TO THE PROVISIONS OF HOUSE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 38 TO
HEAR AN ADDRESS BY THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

The Speaker of the House presided.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms, Mrs.
Kerri Hanley, announced the Vice
President and Members of the TU.S.
Senate, who entered the Hall of the
House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints
as members of the committee on the
part of the House to escort the Presi-
dent of the United States into the
Chamber:

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER);
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The gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. CLYBURN);

The gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
EMANUEL);

The gentleman from Connecticut
(Mr. LARSON);

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
BOEHNER);

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT);

The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
PUTNAM); and

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
MCcCOTTER).

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on
the part of the Senate to escort the
President of the United States into the
House Chamber:

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID);

The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-
BIN);

The Senator from New York (Mr.
SCHUMER);

The Senator from Washington (Mrs.
MURRAY);

The Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
DORGAN);

The Senator from Michigan (Ms.
STABENOW);

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL);

The Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
LoTT);

The Senator from Arizona (Mr. KYL);

The Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN);

The Senator from Texas (Mrs.
HUTCHISON);

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. EN-
SIGN); and

The Senator from Alaska (Mr. STE-
VENS).

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps, His Excellency Roble Olhaye,
Ambassador from the Republic of
Djibouti.

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps en-
tered the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives and took the seat reserved
for him.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Chief Justice of the United
States and the Associate Justices of
the Supreme Court.

The Chief Justice of the United
States and the Associate Justices of
the Supreme Court entered the Hall of
the House of Representatives and took
the seats reserved for them in front of
the Speaker’s rostrum.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Cabinet of the President of
the United States.

The members of the Cabinet of the
President of the United States entered
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum.

At 9 o’clock and 7 minutes p.m., the
Sergeant at Arms, the Honorable Wil-
son Livingood, announced the Presi-
dent of the United States.

The President of the United States,
escorted by the committee of Senators



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-18T16:42:54-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




