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¢“(f) CREDIT FOR SECURITY OF AGRICULTURAL
CHEMICALS.—No deduction shall be allowed
for that portion of the expenses (otherwise
allowable as a deduction) taken into account
in determining the credit under section 450
for the taxable year which is equal to the
amount of the credit determined for such
taxable year under section 450(a).”’.

(d) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for subpart D of part IV of sub-
chapter A of chapter 1 is amended by adding
at the end the following new item:

‘“Sec. 450. Agricultural chemicals security
credit.”.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to amounts
paid or incurred after December 31, 2006.

SA 173. Mr. KERRY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 112 submitted by Mr.
SUNUNU to the amendment SA 100 pro-
posed by Mr. REID (Mr. BAUCUS) to the
bill H.R. 2, to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to provide for an
increase in the Federal minimum wage;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following:

SEC. . SUSTAINABILITY PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 29(1) of the Small
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 656(1)) is amended—

(1) in the subsection heading, by striking
“PILOT";

(2) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘4-year
pilot’’; and

(3) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘pilot’’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
29(k) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C.
656(k)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘pilot’’;

(2) in paragraph (4)—

(A) in the paragraph heading, by striking
“PILOT’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), by adding at the
end the following:

“(v) For fiscal years 2007 and 2008, not less
than 41 percent.”’; and

(C) in the heading for subparagraph (B), by
striking “‘PILOT”.

SA 174. Mr. KERRY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 2, to amend the
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 to
provide for an increase in the Federal
minimum wage; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . SUSTAINABILITY PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 29(1) of the Small
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 656(1)) is amended—

(1) in the subsection heading, by striking
“PILOT”;

(2) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘4-year
pilot”’; and

(3) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘pilot’’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
29(k) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C.
656(k)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘pilot’’;

(2) in paragraph (4)—

(A) in the paragraph heading, by striking
C“PILOT;

(B) in subparagraph (A), by adding at the
end the following:

‘“(v) For fiscal years 2007 and 2008, not less
than 41 percent.”’; and

(C) in the heading for subparagraph (B), by
striking ‘‘PILOT”.

SA 175. Mr. HATCH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
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him to the bill H.R. 2, to amend the
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 to
provide for an increase in the Federal
minimum wage; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing:

SEC. . PROVISIONS TO IMPROVE AND EXPAND
THE AVAILABILITY OF HEALTH SAV-
INGS ACCOUNTS.

(a) PROVISIONS RELATING TO ELIGIBILITY TO
CONTRIBUTE TO HSAS.—

(1) INDIVIDUALS ELIGIBLE FOR REIMBURSE-
MENT UNDER SPOUSE’S FLEXIBLE SPENDING AR-
RANGEMENT.—Section 223(c)(1) (defining eligi-
ble individual) is amended by adding at the
end the following new subparagraph:

“(C) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN FLEXIBLE
SPENDING ARRANGEMENTS.—For purposes of
subparagraph (A)(ii), an individual shall not
be treated as covered under a health plan de-
scribed in such subparagraph merely because
the individual is covered under a flexible
spending arrangement (within the meaning
of section 106(c)(2)) which is maintained by
an employer of the spouse of the individual,
but only if—

‘(i) the employer is not also the employer
of the individual, and

‘“(ii) the individual certifies to the em-
ployer and to the Secretary (in such form
and manner as the Secretary may prescribe)
that the individual and the individual’s
spouse will not accept reimbursement under
the arrangement for any expenses for med-
ical care provided to the individual.”.

(2) INDIVIDUALS OVER AGE 65 AUTOMATICALLY
ENROLLED IN MEDICARE PART A.—Section
223(b)(7) (relating to contribution limitation
on medicare eligible individuals) is amended
by adding at the end the following new sen-
tence: ‘‘This paragraph shall not apply to
any individual during any period the individ-
ual’s only entitlement to such benefits is an
entitlement to hospital insurance benefits
under part A of title XVIII of such Act pur-
suant to an automatic enrollment for such
hospital insurance benefits under the regula-
tions under section 226(a)(1) of such Act.”

(3) INDIVIDUALS ELIGIBLE FOR CERTAIN VET-
ERANS BENEFITS.—Section 223(c)(1) (defining
eligible individual), as amended by sub-
section (a), is amended by adding at the end
the following new subparagraph:

‘(D) SPECIAL RULE FOR INDIVIDUALS ELIGI-
BLE FOR CERTAIN VETERANS BENEFITS.—For
purposes of subparagraph (A){i), an indi-
vidual shall not be treated as covered under
a health plan described in such subparagraph
merely because the individual receives peri-
odic hospital care or medical services for a
service-connected disability under any law
administered by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs but only if the individual is not eligi-
ble to receive such care or services for any
condition other than a service-connected dis-
ability.”.

(b) FAMILY PLAN MAY HAVE INDIVIDUAL AN-
NUAL DEDUCTIBLE LIMIT.—Section 223(c)(2)
(defining high deductible health plan) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subparagraph:

“(E) SPECIAL RULE FOR FAMILY COVERAGE.—
A health plan providing family coverage
shall not fail to meet the requirements of
subparagraph (A)(i)(II) merely because the
plan elects to provide both—

“(1) an aggregate annual deductible limit
for all individuals covered by the plan which
is not less than the amount in effect under
subparagraph (A)(i)(II), and

‘“(ii) an annual deductible limit for each
individual covered by the plan which is not
less than the amount in effect under sub-
paragraph (A)(A)().”.

(c) DEFINITION OF QUALIFIED MEDICAL EX-
PENSES.—
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(1) PREMIUMS FOR LOW PREMIUM HEALTH
PLANS TREATED AS QUALIFIED MEDICAL EX-
PENSES.—Subparagraph ©) of section
223(d)(2) is amended by striking ‘‘or” at the
end of clause (iii), by striking the period at
the end of clause (iv) and inserting ‘¢, or’’,
and by adding at the end the following new
clause:

“(v) a high deductible health plan, but only
if the expenses are for coverage for a month
with respect to which the account bene-
ficiary is an eligible individual by reason of
the coverage under the plan.”.

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN MEDICAL EX-
PENSES INCURRED BEFORE ESTABLISHMENT OF
ACCOUNT.—Paragraph (2) of section 223(d) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subparagraph:

‘(D) CERTAIN MEDICAL EXPENSES INCURRED
BEFORE ESTABLISHMENT OF ACCOUNT TREATED
AS QUALIFIED.—An expense shall not fail to
be treated as a qualified medical expense
solely because such expense was incurred be-
fore the establishment of the health savings
account if such expense was incurred—

‘(i) during either—

‘(I) the taxable year in which the health
savings account was established, or

‘“(IT) the preceding taxable year in the case
of a health savings account established after
the taxable year in which such expense was
incurred but before the time prescribed by
law for filing the return for such taxable
year (not including extensions thereof), and

‘“(ii) for medical care of an individual dur-

ing a period that such individual was an eli-
gible individual.
For purposes of clause (ii), an individual
shall be treated as an eligible individual for
any portion of a month the individual is de-
scribed in subsection (¢)(1), determined with-
out regard to whether the individual is cov-
ered under a high deductible health plan on
the 1st day of such month.”.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2007.

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that an oversight hearing has been
scheduled before the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

The hearing will be held on Tuesday,
February 13, 2007, at 10:00 a.m. in room
SD-106 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the Stern Review of
the Economics of Climate Change, ex-
amining the economic impacts of cli-
mate change and stabilizing green-
house gases in the atmosphere.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send two
copies of their testimony to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, Wash-
ington, DC 20510-6150.

For further information, please con-
tact Jonathan Black at (202) 224-6722 or
Amanda Kelly at (202) 224-5836.
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COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that an oversight hearing has been
scheduled before the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

The hearing will be held on Tuesday,
January 30, 2007, at 2:30 p.m. in room
SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on transportation sec-
tor fuel efficiency, including challenges
to and incentives for increased oil sav-
ings through technological innovation
including plug-in hybrids.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send two
copies of their testimony to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, Wash-
ington, DC 20510-6150.

For further information, please con-
tact Michael Carr at (202) 224-8164 or
Rachael Pasternack at (202) 224-0883.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, January 23, 2007, at
9:30 a.m., in open session to consider
the nomination of LTG David H.
Petraeus, USA, to be General and Com-
mander, Multi-National Forces-Iraq.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, January 23, 2007 at
9:15 a.m. to hold a hearing on Iraq.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, January 23, 2007 at
2:30 p.m. to hold a hearing on Iraq.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, January 23, 2007, to
hold an oversight hearing on DOD/VA
Collaboration and Cooperation to Meet
the Needs of Returning Service mem-
bers. The hearing will take place in
room 418 of the Russell Senate Office
Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on January 23, 2007 at 2:30 p.m.
to hold a hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LEGISLATIVE TRANSPARENCY
AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2007

On Thursday, January 18, 2007, the
Senate passed S. 1, as amended, as fol-
lows:

S.1

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

The table of contents for this Act is as fol-

lows:

Sec. 1. Table of contents.

TITLE I—LEGISLATIVE TRANSPARENCY
AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2007

Sec. 101. Short title.

Sec. 102. Out of scope matters in conference
reports.

Congressional earmark reform.

Availability of conference reports
on the Internet.

Sense of the Senate on conference
committee protocols.

Elimination of floor privileges for
former Members, Senate Offi-
cers, and Speakers of the House
who are lobbyists or seek finan-
cial gain.

Proper valuation of tickets to en-
tertainment and sporting
events.

Ban on gifts from lobbyists and en-
tities that hire lobbyists.

108A. National party conventions.

109. Restrictions on lobbyist participa-

tion in travel and disclosure.

110. Restrictions on former officers, em-
ployees, and elected officials of
the executive and legislative
branch.

Post employment restrictions.

Disclosure by Members of Congress
and staff of employment nego-
tiations.

Prohibit official contact with
spouse or immediate family
member of Member who is a
registered lobbyist.

Influencing hiring decisions.

Sense of the Senate that any appli-
cable restrictions on Congres-
sional branch employees should
apply to the Executive and Ju-
dicial branches.

Amounts of COLA adjustments not
paid to certain Members of Con-
gress.

Requirement of notice of intent to
proceed.

Sec. 118. CBO scoring requirement.

Sec. 119. Effective date.

TITLE II-LOBBYING TRANSPARENCY
AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2007

Sec. 201. Short title.

Subtitle A—Enhancing Lobbying Disclosure

Sec. 211. Quarterly filing of lobbying disclo-
sure reports.

Sec. 212. Quarterly reports on other con-
tributions.

Sec. 213. Additional disclosure.

Sec. 214. Public database of lobbying disclo-
sure information.
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Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 105.

Sec. 106.

Sec. 107.

Sec. 108.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

111.
112.

Sec.
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215.

216.

217.

218.
219.

220.

221.
222.

223.
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Disclosure by registered lobbyists
of all past executive and Con-
gressional employment.

Increased penalty for failure to
comply with lobbying disclo-
sure requirements.

Disclosure of lobbying activities by
certain coalitions and associa-
tions.

Disclosure of enforcement for non-
compliance.

Electronic filing of lobbying disclo-
sure reports.

Electronic filing and public data-
base for lobbyists for foreign
governments.

Additional lobbying disclosure re-
quirements.

Increased criminal penalties for
failure to comply with lobbying
disclosure requirements.

Effective date.

Subtitle B—Oversight of Ethics and

231.
232.

233.

Lobbying

Comptroller General audit and an-
nual report.

Mandatory Senate ethics training
for Members and staff.

Sense of the Senate regarding self-
regulation within the Lobbying
community.

Sec. 234. Annual ethics committees reports.
Subtitle C—Slowing the Revolving Door

Sec. 241. Amendments

to restrictions on
former officers, employees, and
elected officials of the execu-
tive and legislative branches.

Subtitle D—Ban on Provision of Gifts or
Travel by Lobbyists in Violation of the
Rules of Congress

Sec. 2561. Prohibition on provision of gifts or

travel by registered lobbyists
to Members of Congress and to
Congressional employees.

Subtitle E—Commission to Strengthen
Confidence in Congress Act of 2007

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

261.
262.
263.
264.
265.
266.
2617.
268.

269.
2170.

Short title.

Establishment of commission.

Purposes.

Composition of commission.

Functions of commission.

Powers of commission.

Administration.

Security clearances for commission
Members and staff.

Commission reports; termination.

Funding.

TITLE III-CONGRESSIONAL PENSION

Sec
Sec
Sec
Sec

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

. 301.
. 302.
. 303.
. 304.

ACCOUNTABILITY
Short title.
Denial of retirement benefits.
Constitutional authority.
Effective date.

TITLE IV—GENERAL PROVISIONS
Sec. 401. Knowing and willful falsification or

402.

403.
404.

405.
406.

failure to report.

Public availability of Senate com-
mittee and subcommittee
meeetings.

Free attendance at a bona fide con-
stituent event.

Prohibition on financial gain from
earmarks by Members, imme-
diate family of Members, staff
of Members, or immediate fam-
ily of staff of Members.

Amendments and motions to re-
commit.

Congressional travel public web-
site.

TITLE I—LEGISLATIVE TRANSPARENCY
AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2007
SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Legislative
Transparency and Accountability Act of
2007,
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