S1212

of troops into Baghdad. Senator WAR-
NER, Senator COLLINS and I believe this
resolution avoids partisan rhetoric and
provides the Senate a voice to express
their disagreement with the President
on his Iraq policy.

Importantly, this resolution holds
the Iraqis accountable and lets them
know that the U.S. commitment is not
open-ended. Our resolution emphasizes
the Iraq Study Group’s valuable rec-
ommendations and specifically says
that our strategy in Iraq ‘‘should be
conditioned upon the Iraqi govern-
ment’s meeting benchmarks that must
be specified by the Administration.”

Along those lines, I hope General
Petraeus will be vigorous in Kkeeping
Congress informed of progress he is
making in Iraq. We need to know what
the benchmarks are on the military
side of the ledger. We also need to
know what is expected of the Iraqis. I
hope it’s much more than just showing
up; the bar can’t be that low. I don’t
want to bombard General Petraeus
with paperwork—we want and need
him in Baghdad neighborhoods restor-
ing order—but it is vital that we know
if the Iraqis are capable of sharing se-
curity responsibilities.

During his office call last week, I
told General Petraeus the expectations
from Congress for his success are high,
but the hopes of the American people
are even higher. I feel that General
Petraeus wants nothing less than suc-
cess in Iraq and I look forward to work-
ing with him in the coming months to
meet the needs of the troops so they
have the tools they need to complete
this mission.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, unless
there is someone else who wants to
speak, I have already spoken. I would
ask, is the vote scheduled?

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Yes. At the expiration of time, 6
minutes 30 seconds, the vote will occur.

Mr. LEVIN. I note the absence of a
quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, the clerk will
call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I yield
back the remaining time on this side,
and I ask for the yeas and nays.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there a sufficient second?
There appears to be a sufficient second.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
LTG. David H. Petraeus to be General,
United States Army? On this question,
the yeas and nays have been ordered.
The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. BOXER),
the Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
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DORGAN), the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
INOUYE), and the Senator from South
Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) are necessarily
absent.

I further announce that the Senator
from Washington (Ms. CANTWELL), the
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr.
KERRY), and the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) are absent on official busi-
ness.

I further announce that, if present
and voting, the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER), the Senator from
Washington (Ms. CANTWELL), the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. DORGAN),
the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr.
KERRY), and the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) would each vote ‘‘yea.”

Mr. MCCONNELL. The following Sen-
ators were necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Arizona (Mr. McCCAIN), the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. ROBERTS),
the Senator from Oregon (Mr. SMITH),
the Senator from Alaska (Mr. STE-
VENS), and the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. THOMAS).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS),
the Senator from OKklahoma (Mr.
COBURN), the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAIG), the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM), the Senator from
Arizona (Mr. KYL), the Senator from
Mississippi (Mr. LOTT), and the Senator
from Florida (Mr. MARTINEZ) would
have voted ‘“‘yea.”

The result was announced—yeas 81,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 33 Ex.]

YEAS—81

Akaka Dole Mikulski
Alexander Domenici Murkowski
Allard Durbin Murray
Baucus Ensign Nelson (FL)
Bayh Enzi Nelson (NE)
Bennett Feingold Obama
Biden Feinstein Pryor
Bingaman Grassley Reed
Bond Gregg Reid
Brown Hagel Rockefeller
Brownback Harkin Salazar
Bunning Hatch Sanders
Burr Hutchison Schumer
Byrd Inhofe Sessions
Cardin Isakson Shelby
Carper Kennedy Snowe
Casey Klobuchar Specter
Clinton Kohl Stabenow
Cochran Landrieu Sununu
Coleman Lautenberg Tester
Collins Levin Thune
Conrad Lieberman Vitter
Corker Lincoln Voinovich
Cornyn Lugar Warner
Crapo McCaskill Webb
DeMint McConnell Whitehouse
Dodd Menendez Wyden

NOT VOTING—19
Boxer Inouye McCain
Cantwell Johnson Roberts
Chambliss Kerry Smith
Coburn Kyl Stevens
Craig Leahy Thomas
Dorgan Lott
Graham Martinez

The nomination was confirmed.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I
voted for LTG David H. Petraeus of the
U.S. Army to be general and com-
mander, Multi-National Forces—Iraq.
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He is a highly experienced individual
with a long history of excellent and
selfless service to this country. I be-
lieve he represents the high caliber and
professionalism of our Nation’s mili-
tary, and I wish him well with an ex-
tremely difficult assignment.

But while I am supporting his nomi-
nation, I in no way support the Presi-
dent’s policies in Iraq. The President
has made the wrong judgment about
Iraq time and again, first by taking us
into war on a fraudulent basis, then by
keeping our brave troops in Iraq, and
now by pushing to put 21,500 more
American troops into harm’s way.

The indefinite presence of U.S. mili-
tary personnel in Iraq will not fix that
country’s political problems. And as we
have seen over the last few years, send-
ing more troops will not provide the
stability in Iraq that can only come
from a political agreement. Congress
must develop the courage to confront
this President on what has become one
of the greatest foreign policy mistakes
in our history.

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the

Senate will return to legislative ses-
sion.

FAIR MINIMUM WAGE ACT OF 2007

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
H.R. 2, which the clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2) to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to provide for an in-
crease in the Federal minimum wage.

Pending:

Reid (for Baucus) Amendment No. 100, in
the nature of a substitute.

McConnell (for Gregg) Amendment No. 101
(to Amendment No. 100), to provide Congress
a second look at wasteful spending by estab-
lishing enhanced rescission authority under
fast-track procedures.

Kyl Amendment No. 115 (to Amendment
No. 100), to extend through December 31,
2008, the depreciation treatment of leasehold,
restaurant, and retail space improvements.

Enzi (for Ensign/Inhofe) Amendment No.
1562 (to Amendment No. 100), to reduce docu-
ment fraud, prevent identity theft, and pre-
serve the integrity of the Social Security
system.

Enzi (for Ensign) Amendment No. 153 (to
Amendment No. 100), to preserve and protect
Social Security benefits of American work-
ers, including those making minimum wage,
and to help ensure greater Congressional
oversight of the Social Security system by
requiring that both Houses of Congress ap-
prove a totalization agreement before the
agreement, giving foreign workers Social Se-
curity benefits, can go into effect.

Vitter/Voinovich Amendment No. 110 (to
Amendment No. 100), to amend title 44 of the
United States Code, to provide for the sus-
pension of fines under certain circumstances
for first-time paperwork violations by small
business concerns.

DeMint Amendment No. 155 (to Amend-
ment No. 100), to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide for cooperative gov-
erning of individual health insurance cov-
erage offered in interstate commerce, and to
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