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words of Thomas Paine who inspired those
who came before us to persevere and triumph
over a formative foe.

———
HONORING COACH TONY NAPOLET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. RYAN) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
have given many speeches on the floor
of the House, but none do I feel so good
about as the one I am about to give
about my friend and a great man in
Warren, Ohio, Coach Tony Napolet.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
the recently completed season and the
still ongoing career of someone who is
an institution in Ohio high school foot-
ball in the community of Warren and
the family of Warren John F. Kennedy
High School. It is Coach Tony Napolet.

Overall, Coach Napolet has garnered
three top 10 AP rankings, five State
semifinal appearances, a winning per-
centage of 71.6 percent during his time
at Warren John F. Kennedy High
School and an overall coaching record
of 191 wins, 84 losses and three ties. All
of the records, all of the statistics and
all of the awards, Mr. Speaker, cannot
speak to the influential and inspira-
tional man that is Tony Napolet.

Mr. Speaker, in short, he is a legend.
He is funny, he is passionate, he is
loyal, he cares about his kids, and he is
the best. Tony Napolet is every part of
what a high school football coach
should be. He realizes and has always
realized that the role he plays is not
just that of a football coach, but as
someone who is preparing young men
for the next step in their lives, whether
that involves football or not.

I had an opportunity as a young man
to coach for a season with Coach
Napolet at Kennedy, and you think
about how you try to define, Mr.
Speaker, or pick a couple of points that
really describe Coach Napolet, and
there are a couple that I think of. One
is his faith in God, something that he
is not afraid to share with his players,
the students at Kennedy, and it is not
just the prayer before the game, and it
is not just the mass that we go to be-
fore the game.

It is when you go to a mass during
the week or in the morning and you see
Coach Napolet at one of the many
churches, Catholic churches, in the
City of Warren, where he is actually
practicing what he is preaching. I re-
member him telling the kids to have a
relationship with God, to make God
your best friend. It is that kind of an
example that he sets for his kids.

But there is another one, the St.
Henry’s Division V State championship
game several months ago, that I think
really sticks with these kids. And it is
the situations that Coach Napolet is in
and how he responds to them, because
life many times is about how you re-
spond to situations in your life.

The XKennedy team was, unfortu-
nately, down 21-7. Then they got the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

ball, and then they were down 28-7 to-
wards the end of the game and only a
few minutes left, and the Kennedy of-
fense got the ball back, and they ran a
flee-flicker. They tried to score.

Regardless of how much time was left
in the game, Coach Napolet was teach-
ing these kids that you never give up.
You persevere, regardless of what the
circumstances are. And those are the
lessons that he has taught those young
men who have graduated from Kennedy
and have played football for the War-
ren John F. Kennedy Eagles.

So, today, Mr. Speaker, I am not
honoring a coach and his distinct
record but rather a great man who also
happens to be a coach.

Coach Napolet, we love you and you
really are the best.

————
J 2000

A TRIBUTE TO JOHN LAVELLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor and pay tribute to
someone that lost their life several
days ago.

Today, on Staten Island, at St. Pe-
ter’s Church in St. George, many gath-
ered, family and friends of John
Lavelle. He was a State assemblyman
from Staten Island and also the Demo-
cratic Party leader from Staten Island.
His mother, his children and not to
mention his colleagues in the State
legislature, the Governor, the Attorney
General and many members of the City

Council, Councilmen Oddo and
McMahon; State Senator Andrew
Lanza; State Assemblyman Vincent

Ignizio; the borough president; and so
many others who flocked to the church
to honor a good, decent guy.

As I mentioned, he was a leader of
the other party; and perhaps, if he had
had his way, I wouldn’t be here today.
But in a way it is a reminder, and John
Lavelle to me lived it, that you can
disagree and you can feel very passion-
ately about certain things, and, in fact,
most often, John and I, we shared the
same goals: how to help those who are
poor, how to help those who are op-
pressed.

He was the son of immigrants. The
notion that new immigrants to this
country make it the great country that
it is and they need our help. The fact
that he was such a community oriented
guy.

Some of the eulogies today empha-
sized not just his passion, but his son
talked about John’s grandson and will
the community be okay now that his
grandfather passed away? He had a
beautiful family. Three boys and
grandchildren that kept him going and
kept him strong.

He was someone who came into office
not just for the sake of running. In
fact, he spent many years in the pri-
vate sector and, while in the private
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sector, paid his dues. He paid his dues
at the soup kitchens. He paid his dues
at helping those who were poor and op-
pressed. Politics was his life and his
passion, but it wasn’t just about poli-
tics. In my opinion, John was truly
someone who wanted to help others.

And I will bet you right now there
are folks gathered back in Jody’s Club
Forest on Forest Avenue in Staten Is-
land who are raising a beer to John and
his life and his memory, as well they
should, because as much as he brought
to life a passion for politics, he also
brought a passion to be around others
and to fight hard during the day. Al-
most like two lawyers in a courtroom,
they are fighting it out on behalf of
their clients, but when the courtroom
door closed, you could get together for
a beer and share and swap a story or
tell a joke.

The world needs more folks like him.
He was someone who wasn’t so caught
up on style. He was focused more on
substance. Indeed, a straight shooter
and someone who, although you may
disagree with his policies or his point
of view, he knew exactly what he
meant and where he was coming from.

So we pay tribute because I know
sometimes in life, especially in polit-
ical life, we have a tendency to get
caught up in the toxic environment
which is created, but I can tell you in
Staten Island folks were able to rise
above it. And last week alone, while
John laid in the ICU, Democratic- and
Republican-elected officials as well as
so many family members and friends
held vigil in the hospital to hope for a
recovery that tragically and sadly did
not come.

Staten Island was a better place be-
cause of John Lavelle. This country
was well served by his service. So to-
night I pay heed not as a political offi-
cial here but as a friend of John
Lavelle.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————————

BRING OUR TROOPS HOME NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, this past
Saturday I participated in a rally and
march here in Washington, DC, on the
Mall, organized by United for Peace
and Justice. United for Peace and Jus-
tice is a coalition of over 1,300 groups
from all over this country.

Citizens came from near and far.
They came by car and bus and train
and plane to urge this President and
this Congress to end the war in Iraqg.
They were young. They were old. They
were rich. They were poor. They were
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every age, every ethnic group, all reli-
gions, all with one message: Bring our
troops home now.

There were six Members of Congress
who were present there, and we
thanked all of the people who attended
for caring enough to come to Wash-
ington, DC, to spend their money to
urge their government to end this war.

Mr. Speaker and Members, this was
democracy at work. It was a beautiful
day. People were in high spirits. We
walked. We sang. We chanted. And we
literally said we love this country, we
love our soldiers, and we want the best
for our people.

We were joined by many veterans.
There were several veterans groups
there. But the most moving and touch-
ing part of this march was the mothers
who marched with us, and they had
signs. Some of them had signs of their
sons who had been killed in Iraq. Some
of them brought the message that they
had paid a huge sacrifice and they did
not wish Americans to continue paying
this high price for a war that we should
not be in.

This is a war that it is easy to be
against, because we were led into this
war under false pretenses. There are no
weapons of mass destruction. We have
been told that we would be greeted
with open arms. We were told that we
would be seen as the liberators. None of
that was true. We are occupiers, and
they want us out of Iraq. It is not sim-
ply that the Sunnis want us out of
Iraq. It is not simply that the Shiites
want us out or the Kurds want us out.
They all want us out of Iraq.

This was a wonderful weekend be-
cause not only did we march and we
rallied, but the marchers came to Cap-
itol Hill and they lobbied their legisla-
tors. They knocked on their doors.
They came from all these towns and
hamlets and cities all over America to
talk with their legislators. This truly
was democracy at work.

And today we filled 1100 Longworth,
the Ways and Means room, where we
had a forum with 11 book authors who
have written about the war in Iraaq,
what is wrong with it and why we
should get out, and did we have a dis-
cussion. It was one of the most beau-
tiful discussions with highly intel-
ligent authors who have done research,
who have put a lot of work into pro-
ducing these books. And they shared
with us in a very profound way what
they knew and why they had decided to
take a part of their lives to stop and
write about what is wrong with our
being in Iraq.

So this was a wonderful weekend.
This has been a wonderful time. I keep
saying this is democracy at work be-
cause this is what the Constitution is
all about. It is about participation of
the citizens.

The citizens of this country are sick
and tired of this war. I don’t know why
the Members of Congress are allowing
the citizens to get way ahead of them.
They elect us to come and represent
them. They think that we have the re-
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sources to know what is going on. We
give a lot of money to our intelligence
agencies. We should be able to tell the
people what is wrong and what is going
on in Iraq. But, instead, they are ahead
of us; and they are urging us to stop
this war.

But, in the final analysis, they know
everything about what we are doing. It
is not enough to talk the talk. You
have got to walk the walk. They know
the difference between nuancing and
posturing, and they want action.

And they know that we are about to
have a resolution over in this House
that will disagree with the surge, the
escalation that is being advocated by
this President. But they also under-
stand that we can’t stop that, that the
President has already started to resend
soldiers. These are not new boots on
the ground. These are soldiers that
have done their tours, that have been
sent back a second and third time, and
they say that is not enough.

They will know whether or not we
mean business if we are prepared to
stop funding this war.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

THE DEMOCRATIC MAJORITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, we
come to the House tonight to talk
about a variety of things, most of
which we will deal with taxes and the
impact those taxes have on good, hard-
working men and women across this
country.

But I did want to respond just a little
bit to what the previous speaker
bragged about. She went through a
long litany of good things that hap-
pened this weekend, which I certainly
agree with everyone’s right to do what
they did and to express themselves and
to come to this Capitol and make those
statements.

She did leave out one minor issue,
though, and that is that some of the
antiwar protestors brought spray paint
with them. And they came to this Cap-
itol, this hallowed ground, the center
of liberty for the world, which looks to
this Capitol building for that; and
those folks brought spray paint, and
they painted the walls. They spray
painted anarchy signs and anarchy slo-
gans on the walls of this Capitol, which
I think defacing public property under
any circumstance ought to be wrong.
That is wrong.

What else is wrong is the fact that
the Capitol Hill Police were told to
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allow that conduct to go on. And there
were reports in one of the scandal rags
today that the police’s reaction to that
was that they were disgusted. They
were livid about the fact that they
were forced to allow these anarchists
to deface this public property, this
building, which all of us serve in. Most
of us serve very proudly here.

So not all of the folks who came this
weekend conducted themselves the way
that they should have, and there was a
problem with that. And, hopefully, we
will learn what the responsibility of
the Democratic leadership was, what
their role was in overriding what the
Capitol Hill Police’s natural and nor-
mal reaction would have been. Where
did that come from and who told them
not to stop that? We hope that we get
some answers to those questions over
the next coming days, because it is a
serious issue when people are allowed
to deface this building.

But let us talk about taxes. As our
sign shows here, we are 1,433 days away
from a staggeringly large tax increase.
The first year I think it will be $250 bil-
lion of taxes. In 2011, we will get an im-
mediate bump. The Democrats simply
have to do nothing.

In the 109th Congress, Lou Dobbs and
others accused us of being a ‘‘do-noth-
ing Congress.” Well, you can put that
label on the coming tax increase, be-
cause the Democrats simply have to do
nothing over the next 4 years, and that
is exactly what is going to happen.

Built into the current law, the cur-
rent Tax Code has a drop-dead date of
December 31, 2010, in which the changes
made to the estate tax will expire and
the other provisions of the 2001/2003 tax
reductions will also expire. So if the
Democrats do nothing, then we are
1,433 days away from that major in-
crease. We are only 11 days since the
last tax increase by the Democrats.
And that was on Thursday a week or so
ago where they increased taxes on the
oil and gas business in this country,
and we have talked about that some as
well.

O 2015

We are going to have several speak-
ers tonight, and the first one that we
are going to yield time to is my good
colleague, JOHN SULLIVAN from OKkla-
homa.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to thank my friend from Texas for
doing this tonight, and also my friend,
Congressman SHUSTER from Pennsyl-
vania. This is a very important topic,
talking about tax relief for America’s
working families, for America’s small
business people.

You know, we have seen a great econ-
omy recently. It is roaring along. Un-
employment benefits are at an all-time
low. You know, gross domestic product
is up. We are seeing record numbers in
our economy right now. That is due in
small part, or in large part, because of
the tax relief measures instituted by
President Bush.

I do not think, you know, tax relief is
the only answer to a robust economy
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