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Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming 

my time I have here, does the gen-
tleman have a sense on the specific Se-
lect Committee on Global Warming 
and the Environment, or whatever it 
might be called, when that issue may 
come to the floor as a question? 

Mr. HOYER. Well, if it is included in 
the House Administration funding res-
olution, and I am not saying that it 
will be, it may be in some other vehi-
cle. But, if it did, that usually comes 
middle of March, late March, so that 
the committees can have a sense of 
what their funding capabilities are. 

Mr. BLUNT. I thank my friend for 
that information. I am sure that all of 
our Members, as they hear the news 
about the ability to work in their dis-
tricts on Friday, will be hoping to be 
on a plane Thursday night or Friday 
morning. I am not sure that I listened 
carefully to your sense of what would 
be the end of the day on Thursday 
since we would not be here on Friday. 
I am sure you said that, but if you 
would repeat. 

Mr. HOYER. I don’t think I said a 
time on Thursday. As you know as 
well, perhaps better than I do over the 
last years, particularly as you were the 
leader, you cannot always predict the 
time frame. But I would hope on Thurs-
day we would get out at a reasonable 
hour to facilitate Members returning 
home. 

Mr. BLUNT. Would you expect that 
the Thursday schedule would meet the 
standard that we have been trying to 
set on the Friday schedule, if we can at 
all? 

Mr. HOYER. Yes. 
Mr. BLUNT. That is all I need to 

know. 
Mr. HOYER. Let me retract that be-

cause I don’t want to make a rule on 
that. 

Mr. BLUNT. I understand. 
Mr. HOYER. I want to have Members 

be very clear. If we are able to do our 
work within the time frame of Thurs-
day, it may well be a late Thursday. 
When I say late, 5, 6, 7 o’clock Thurs-
day, as opposed to 1 or 2 o’clock. So I 
maybe answered too quickly on the 
Friday schedule. Because on Friday we 
very definitely will be trying to get 
out, as I have said, no later than 2 
o’clock and as close to 1 as we can. 
That gives us 4 hours. As you know, we 
have agreed that we will go in at 9. So 
that gives us 4 hours of legislative time 
to work on Fridays. 

Committees, as I might tell my 
friend, you might be interested, the 
Government Operations Committee 
will be having hearings on Friday of 
next week, notwithstanding the fact 
that we are not here. So not only are 
they working at home, but there also 
will be people working here in Wash-
ington, notwithstanding the fact that 
we are not on the floor. 

Mr. BLUNT. I would also like to say, 
Mr. Speaker, as it might make that an-
swer easier for the future, I did not 
mean in any way to set a standard for 
future weeks. But I was thinking in 

terms of this week, looking at 2 days of 
suspensions, 1 day of a bill that we 
have had on suspension before, even 
though it would have a rule, that I 
would think it would not be an unrea-
sonable goal for us to set to get our, 
particularly our west coast Members, 
on the way home on late Thursday 
afternoon, rather than having to wait 
until Friday morning. 

But I would also assume, having done 
both of the jobs you have held in the 
last few months, that there will be 
times when we will not necessarily 
need to be here on Friday, but to meet 
that goal we may have to work late 
enough on Thursday that many Mem-
bers would not be on Thursday flights. 
I clearly understand that. 

Mr. HOYER. I don’t want to prolong 
this, but I do want to say that the gen-
tleman is correct in terms of, that is 
why I answered glibly and quickly. So 
I think the gentleman may be correct. 
I don’t want to pledge that, but he may 
be correct because of the factors that 
he has pointed out. 

I would say, in closing, that I know 
there has been some, joviality is a kind 
word, about what Mr. DREIER men-
tioned in the schedule getting out at 3 
o’clock in the afternoon. 

But I will say with all due respect to 
my friend, notwithstanding that jovi-
ality, we believe that the last 3 weeks 
in terms of what this House has done in 
terms of its ethical standards, in terms 
of dealing with the safety of Americans 
in the 9/11 bill, in terms of dealing with 
the minimum wage, energy, dealing 
with college costs, dealing with pre-
scription drugs and dealing with stem 
cell research, dealing with passing a 
CR that has funding for work that sat 
on the tarmac, if you will, and never 
got off the ground to the President for 
approximately 14 months or 13 months. 
We believe that we have provided a 
schedule in which we have done very 
substantial work. We hope the Amer-
ican people are pleased with that, and 
we continue to try to do that. 

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding back. 

I know many of my colleagues on the 
floor assume that yielding that time 
gave you a good chance to talk about 
the last few weeks, and there are 
things to talk about. But I am sure you 
are getting plenty of discussion from 
all of the Members of the House, in-
cluding the Members of the majority, 
about the schedule. I think that the de-
termination for next week, which I be-
lieve would have been the first 5-day 
week we have had scheduled to work 
all 5 days, I think the determination of 
next week shows the leader’s willing-
ness to look at the facts of the week, 
rather than to be pinned down to a 
standard that doesn’t necessarily let 
the Members do all of the work they 
need to do in the various places they 
need to do it. I am glad to see that 
change. 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the business 
in order under the Calendar Wednesday 
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday 
next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

NO PLAN FROM DEMOCRATS 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle for their plan for winning 
the war on terror and for the current 
situation in Iraq. The only things that 
we have heard from Democrats has 
been criticism. 

I also want to point out an article in 
today’s Wall Street Journal and insert 
the entire article in the RECORD. The 
article is entitled, ‘‘Progress in Bagh-
dad’’; and it says, Capitol Hill has prob-
ably been too busy running for polit-
ical cover to notice, but the last few 
days in Iraq have actually featured 
good news, as the government seems to 
be making some progress on key polit-
ical and security issues. 

And it ends with, the Bush adminis-
tration has itself made many mistakes 
trying to micromanage Iraq’s political 
development, but it now seems to un-
derstand that it is fated to deal with 
the Shiite-led government it has. Con-
gressmen who are sincere in wanting to 
take the Iraq issue off the table in 2008 
could help by showing a similar com-
bination of resolve and humility. 

I think we need the resolve and hu-
mility to say that we are there for vic-
tory and that failure is not an option. 

[From the Wall Street Journal] 
PROGRESS IN BAGHDAD 

Capitol Hill has probably been too busy 
running for political cover to notice. But the 
last few days in Iraq have actually featured 
good news, as the government seems to be 
making some progress on key political and 
security issues. 

One step forward is that Prime Minister 
Nouri al-Maliki has won parliamentary 
backing for his Baghdad security plan. This 
means the elected representatives of Iraq’s 
Shiites, Sunnis and Kurds remain capable of 
compromise and are willing to give the new 
strategy a chance to work. 

There’s also evidence that the Baghdad 
plan is having an effect. Yes, al Qaeda bombs 
targeted the Shiite Ashoura holiday as ex-
pected. But there are also widespread reports 
of Sunni jihadists fleeing the capital in an-
ticipation of a crackdown. Prime Minister 
Maliki has already started moving against 
Shiite militias, which might explain an ap-
parent drop in sectarian violence. No one 
should get overconfident, but clearly the bad 
guys are taking the joint U.S.-Iraqi effort to 
pacify the capital seriously. Meanwhile, the 
weekend saw an encouraging performance by 
the Iraqi security forces who took control of 
the Najaf area only about a month ago. Act-
ing on their own intelligence, Iraqi police 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 04:56 Feb 01, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00060 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K31JA7.093 H31JAPT1ba
jo

hn
so

n 
on

 P
R

O
D

1P
C

61
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-18T15:30:47-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




