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about Jacob recently. As Noala said to
me, ‘“‘God got a good one.”

Continuing a proud family tradition,
Lieutenant Fritz’s brother Daniel is
currently at West Point and is sched-
uled to graduate in the year 2008. I
want to reassure Daniel and the entire
Fritz family that we are all united in
our support and concern for the out-
standing men and women who willingly
risk their lives in Iraq under arduous
circumstances that would tax the best
of us.

Mr. Speaker, as we take this moment
to grieve, we also want to honor the
Fritz family for their dedicated service
to the United States. I pray that God’s
peace will console and strengthen them
during this difficult time and in the
days ahead.

———

THE SAFE AND ORDERLY
WITHDRAWAL FROM IRAQ ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, there
is no issue more important to the
American people and to the Members of
this Congress than the war in Iraq.
Over 3,000 American military personnel
have been killed in this war. Over 22,000
have been wounded in combat-related
action. Some have been injured for life.
Several thousand more of our troops
have sustained serious injuries or suf-
fered sickness while serving in Iraq;
and tens of thousands of Iraqi men,
women, and children dead.

So far, it has cost the United States
$387 billion, and next week we will re-
ceive another supplemental request
from the President in the range of $100
billion to $130 billion more.

In blood, in treasure, the costs of the
war in Iraq have been high. I believe,
Mr. Speaker, that we must change the
dynamic in Iraq. We must end our oc-
cupation, engage the countries in the
region to help the Iraqis negotiate an
end to the sectarian violence tearing
their country apart, and let the Iraqi
people determine their own destiny.

I firmly believe, Mr. Speaker, there
is no military victory to be had in Iraq.
So I am convinced that we must focus
our efforts on the uniformed men and
women we have put in harm’s way and
bring them safely home. This is why I
am introducing today the Safe and Or-
derly Withdrawal from Iraq Act.

This is a very straightforward bill,
Mr. Speaker. Within 30 days of enact-
ment, the United States would initiate
a safe, orderly, and responsible with-
drawal of all U.S. military forces from
Iraq.
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The withdrawal would take no more
than 6 months and include the transfer
to the Iraqi government of all bases
and facilities that have been operated
or occupied by U.S. military personnel.
During the withdrawal period, funding
is maintained to ensure that our forces
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have the ability to complete or trans-
fer their duties in an orderly manner,
defend themselves as necessary, and be
fully supported as they move out of
Iraq. Once the withdrawal is com-
pleted, defense funding for the war
would end.

Under this bill, financial support and
equipment could continue to be pro-
vided to the Iraqi security forces or to
a multilateral force the Iraqi govern-
ment might request for help in con-
tinuing the training of their forces and
in providing security during the period
of withdrawal and afterwards.

Nothing in this bill affects U.S. fund-
ing for economic and social reconstruc-
tion projects. The bill also allows the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to com-
plete reconstruction projects currently
under way should the Iraqi government
make such a request.

Finally, the bill asserts the authority
of the President to arrange asylum for
those Iraqi citizens who might be phys-
ically endangered by the withdrawal of
our military presence. As we all know,
many Iraqi civilians have bravely
served our Armed Forces as trans-
lators, drivers, administrative staff and
in other capacities. Should they be
threatened with violence or retaliation
because of their association with our
forces, we should extend to them the
protection they require and that they
deserve.

Mr. Speaker, this bill does not walk
away from Iraq. It maintains financial
equipment and material support for the
Iraqi military and security forces. It
continues economic, social and recon-
struction assistance for Iraq, and its
impact would trigger greater diplo-
matic engagement in the region which
is missing at the present moment.

Mr. Speaker, there are no easy an-
swers for the many questions facing
Iraq’s future. There is no perfect legis-
lative answer for the situation in Iraq.
But I do know that our troops do not
belong in the crossfire of a violent
Iraqi sectarian war. The American peo-
ple understand this. They are far ahead
of the politicians in Washington. They
want us to do what is right. They want
us to bring our troops home, and they
want that to happen in a safe, orderly
and responsible manner.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that this war
in Iraq is a moral blunder. I believe
that the war in Iraq represents one of
the biggest political, diplomatic and
military mistakes in our history. It is
time for us to end this war. I urge my
colleagues to support the Safe and Or-
derly Withdrawal from Iraq Act.

——————

HONORING COLONEL BRIAN D.
ALLGOOD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Colonel Brian
D. Allgood, who passed away on Janu-
ary 27, 2007, in Baghdad, Iraq, in sup-

H1121

port of Operation Iraqi Freedom. Colo-
nel Allgood died of injuries sustained
when his helicopter crashed. Brian’s
wife and son reside in Heidelberg, Ger-
many, and his parents, Gerald and Cleo
Allgood, reside in Colorado Springs,
Colorado.

Colonel Allgood graduated from West
Point in 1982 and from the University
of Oklahoma Medical Center in 1986.
After completing his residency, Colonel
Allgood continued his military career
as a doctor in the Army. He was not
only a doctor but was a first-class sol-
dier who parachuted into Panama as a
battalion surgeon in the 75th Ranger
Regiment during Operation Just Cause
in 1989. After rising through the ranks,
Brian became a full colonel in 2002 and
served in top medical commands in
Korea and Germany before becoming
the command surgeon of Multi-Na-
tional Forces Iraq.

Colonel Allgood comes from a strong
military family and followed in the
footsteps of his father, who was a Army
doctor and a Vietnam War veteran.

Colonel Allgood was a remarkable
soldier, an exceptional doctor and a de-
voted husband and father who served in
the Army to keep this Nation free and
sacrificed his life for our safety and se-
curity.

I thank Colonel Brian D. Allgood for
his service to our country, and I offer
my deepest condolences to his family.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. SOLIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. SOLIS addressed the House. Her
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF
THE COMMITTEE ON AGRI-

CULTURE, 110TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. PETERSON)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, | am pleased to submit for printing in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, pursuant to Rule
Xl, clause 2(a) of the Rules of the House, a
copy of the Rules of the Committee on Agri-
culture, which were adopted at the organiza-
tional meeting of the Committee on January
23, 2007.
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